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Iraqi cooperatives dissolved 

CAIRO (AP) — Iraqi Saddam Hussein’s government has fired the 
management of the country’s main food-selling cooperatives for 
failing to provide needed commodities to the public, a newspaper 
reported Friday. The London-based Asharq AJ Awsat newspaper 
also said cooperatives director Saad Allan Attiya was ordered 
arrested for “failure to implement orders to provide basic goods.” 
Earlier this week President Saddam sacked his minister of 
agriculture, Karim Hassan Ridha, for mismanagement after a bad 
harvest. Tbe paper did not say when Mr. Attiya, who is a senior 
member of the ruling Baath Pany, was arrested or give the specific 
~ ist him. Tbe cooperatives traditionally have been 
Baalb Party officials. Tbe cooperatives were foe 
mainpoints of distribution of government-subsided goods, espe- 
cially food that was rationed after the U.N. imposed ofl and 
economic embargoes after Iraq's 1990 invasion of Kuwait. It was 
nnHear if the government planned to appoint Iran's new manage- 
ment. Tbe demise of the cooperatives would leave people 
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; -A^erlan group 
dfplares war 

pj^RIS (AFP) — An Al| 

nan armed fundaments 

; group on Friday declared 
war on France, warning 
.action “in coming days,” 
in the wake of the bloody end 
; to ; fast weekend’s Air France 
Airbus hijack. The Tslamir 
Salvation Army (AIS) said 
•that .“war against France has 
become a legal duty” tinder 
Isl ami c Shana law, because 
difrFkendi gover n ment had 
bedn shown to be in “col- 
laboration” with the Algiers 
regime. “The Algerian na- 
tion is today directly In con- 
flict with France and all those 
whp support it, induefing tbe 
Jews and Christi ans of the 
world,” it said in the latest 
edition of its newsletter, A1 
Feth A1 Moubine (crushing 
victory). “The AIS groups 
. are capable of hitting France 
on its own territory and the I 
coming days will show, vrith J 
God's help, their capacity to 
stiike the unbeliever, in- his 

own home,” it said. Tbe AIS 
stud the Airbus hijack, which 
ended Monday when French 
shock troops stormed. the sdr- 
hfler and killed the four fun- 
damentalist hostage-takers, 
’’offers dear evidence of col- 
laboration” between France 
and Algeria, (see page 12) 

^CE turns OSCE 

VIENNA (AFP) — The 
Conference on Security and 
Cooperation in Europe 
1 (GSCE) on Sunday becomes 
the Organisation for Security 
ami Cooperation in Europe. 
1% name change — 20 years 
’ after the creation of the 
' .GSCE in Helsinki^ when the 
cold yar was at its height jn 

W*" "T-F 85 


in eiily' 

symbolic change will 
■ fairk what the summit agreed 
was a wish to “express their 
determination to give a new 
: political impetus”, to the 
organisation, “to enable it to 
play a major role in the chal- 
lenges of tbe 21st century.” 
Based in Vienna, the 53-state 
organisation comprises 
_NATO countries, former 
Warsaw Pact countries — 
Central and Eastern Europe, 
V ^Russia and several former 
Soviet Republics— and neut- 
- Krai and non-aligned states. 
:: ^ The Federal Republic of 
^Yugoslavia (Serbia and Mon- 
Ktenegro) has been suspended 
-' •from membership since 1992. 

Hall says that 
‘copter was shot 
down 
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WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
X Newly freed U.S. airman 
Bobby Hall believes that his 
helicopter was shot over 
North Korea, a high-ranking 
Pentagon official said Friday. 
“The helicopter ^was 
apparently shot down,” the 
official said, adding that Mr. 
HaJi was questioned on the 
incident as he was being 
flown back to his Florida 
home Friday. The chief war- 
rant officer was released ear- 
ly Friday at the border be- 
tween North and South 
Korea after 13 days detention 
in Pyongyang (see 
The North Koreans said they 
shot down the helicojrter as it 
was involved in a spying mis- 
sion. The United States raid 
it strayed over the demilita- 
rised zone due to a nmga- 
tional error. "Mr- 
not know where he was, me 
Pentagon official said. He 
said mat Mr. Hall described 

the helicopter as bursting ; into 
flames and that although he 
had no hard proof that gtm- 
fire was the cause, he saw no 
other possibility- 

Policeman 
wounded In 
southern Egypt 

MINYA, .Egypt 
Two militants shot, and 
wounded a policeman m the 

head Friday as pohee tried to 
JSSt them in a sugar ^ne 

notice in the village of Nowm, 
S£ar Mallawi, 300 Uknetac 
flSO miles) south of Cano. 
Police were carrymg out a 
search after suspected mih- 
tants killed four 
separate attacks in the Malla- 
wi region Thursday. 


-J . sr. 



clash 

with settlement protester 


AL KHADER, occupied 
West Bank (Agencies) — 
Israeli troops dashed with 
hundreds of Palestinian and 
Jewish peace activists pro- 
testing on Friday at a new 
West Bank Jewish settlement 
site, which threatened 
Israel-Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) talks, 
witnesses said. 

Ahmad Tibi, an adviser to 
FLO Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat, said Israeli troops beat 
him with the butts of their 
guns. 

“We- have been attacked 
by rifles, by poshing, we have 
been bit, women -and chil- 
dren, by the Israeli soldiers,” 
Dr. Tibi said. 

. “I am shocked by the brut- 
al -’behaviour of 1 the Israeli 
soldiers, espedally some of 
the police officers.” . 

Toe dashes deepened a 
quandary for Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin, keen to keep 
shiggUh self-rule talks from 
derailing. Mr. Arafat’s 
Palestinian Authority has 
said the renewed settlement 
activity could undermine tbe 
‘deal Israel and the 
signed in September 

1993. 

In Friday’s protests seven 
people were wounded when 
2,000 demonstrators dashed 
with the Israeli army. 

Five demonstrators were 
slightly wounded in scuffles 


when they triedto. break into 
.the construction site at 
Ephrata where giant bulldoz- 
ers have been working day 
and night to. flatten stony 
ground ahead of the con- 
struction of 500 new settler 
homes. 

Army officials said tiro sol- . 
(tiers had been wounded and 
a curfew damped on the 
nearby Palestinian village of 
El Khader, five kilometres 
south of Bethlehem. 

The fighting erupted after 
Friday prayers when dozens 
of left-wing Israelis joined 
hundreds of Palestinians who 
had gathered at the settle- 
ment despite a military ban 
on any (femonstrations.- : 

The Israeli supreme court 
was doe to rule Friday on an 
appeal against the ban, 
lodged, by the Israeli “Peace 
Now” movement 

Mffitary officials 
ban was imposed to 
settlers dashing 
Palestinian and Israeli i 
ters,. as well as to stop any 
nttarirs by the hardline Isla- 
mic' Resistance Movement 
Hamas. 

The supreme court on 
Thursday rejected a Palesti- 
nian plea to suspend the con- 
struction work at Ephrata. 

Last year the settlement 
which has 5,000. inhabitants, 
was given permission to build 
tbe new neighbourhood on 40 



■' Tpi 

hectares of land, r - 
*. Palestinians say they hold 
the deeds to the land proyhig 
ownership before the cx&- 
tion of tbe Jewish state^in 
1948, and maintain tiie^ue- 

vetopment is an entirelypew 
settlement and not jus^-an 
extension -of Ephrata. 

Prime- Minis ter Rabi^has 
infracted the government’s 
legal advisor Michael SBen 
Yair to 'present a report on 
the legality of the op^tion 
at the next cabinet meeting 

And the government due 
to discuss a suspension of the 
work on Mhnuaj; 

Mr. Arafat has urged Israel 
to hah such settiei?activities 
amid ' Palestinian ; warnings 
that the . expansion work 

fr^^El a 
pefrol station bong btrih by a 
Palestinian businessmannear 
die Mehola settlement in the 
West Bank, military officials 
said (see page 12). 

Demonstrators at the set- 
tlement rite also threw stones 
at border .pblice troops, 
knocking one “un conscious 
and cutting' another in the 
forehead. 

(Continued -on page 12) 



DAMASCUS (Agencies) 

Syria on Friday hailed the 
results of an Arab mini- 
summit after winning the 1 
backing of Egypt and Saudi 
Arabia for its stand in the 
peace process. 

Syrian official newspapers: 
voiced satisfaction with the ; King ! 
Alexandria summit which en- - ShkkH 
ded Thursday, saying it had point 
“rekindled hopes of over- 
coming the Arabs’ worsened 
situation." 

The government daily 
Tishrin said the summit “rose 
to the challenge of remedying 
the Arab imbalance, for the 
battle for peace is fiercer than 
war.” 

A1 Baath, the mouthpiece 
of the ruling Baath Party, 
said the summit had ‘'put tbe 
seal on joint Arab action and 
coordination, which could re- 
place Israel's misleading 
proposals.” 

And the daily A1 Thawra 
praised the two-day meeting 
as “extraordinaiy and a turn- 
ing point in joint Arab ac- 
tion.’' 

A statement after the 
meeting between Syrian Pres- 
ident Hafez A1 Assad, Ms 
Egyptian counterpart Hosni 
Mubarak and Saudi Arabia’s. 

King Fahd backed Syria’s de- 
mands in peace negotiations 
and called for a total Israeli 
withdrawal from all occupied 



5AMMAN (J.T)^ Arab 
League Secretary -General 
"" Abdul Megaid Friday 
tike nalfl-Arab sum- 
Egyptian Presi- 
Syrtan 
A1 Assad and 
Abdul Aziz of 
as a turning 
Arab, regional 
arenas. 

Mcgnfd said the 
summit would have a positive 
Impact jon the Arab, 
uotmg that It 
.port the efforts madel 
Ksbajust,) 
durable peace in 
Ifast,aiM to restore J 
mate Arab rights. ; 

Syrian Foreign 
Farooq A1 Sharaa 
departure st atem e nt 
andria that the smi 
supported Byria’s position 1 
wards negotiations wll 

ftraeL "'./.j' 

Arab lands. ^ 


ie worst, for w. 
: toseeSyriaisolatwl 
in fie Arab/Wbrra, * tie said, 
asking not, to Be natoed. 

The three leadms ^dentanr 
dcd^iat Israel withdraw 
“ali of tiie Golan jilair 
far as the^pgmistiep. 
drawn lm in .1949 and' 

Vail c^cupied' PaleStii 
lands including^ Arat^. Ji 
salem.” ■ i - 

Israeli Foreign Minster 
Shimon gerq on Tbnrsday 
ackrtbwli 
could 
forge 




nriKtaiy radio, 
e added that it 'was 
process and 'nipt 
iefa is tbe root cause of 
[ of tbe ArabWorid: 
'Isrami Deputy Forei, 
Minister Yossi Beilin d 
scribed^be Alexandria nseet-^f 


Israel dismissed the Arab i mg as a ‘‘pathetuf’ effort to a 
mini-summit 1 as a -Minor r halt th^ tide of change in the ^ 

regon. 

The, 


hitch. 

Israeli officials 
the summit would 
struct the peace 
A senior official 
it was in Israel’s in’ 

Syria’s position was 
tntened in tbe peaceKfalks. 



Israeli presk 'stressed 
Friday that the summit’s final 
• statement had not 'demanded 
that <riitf Arab sfates -freeze 
contacts with IsraeL , 

(Coatinned on page 12) 


KARPINSKI HILL (Agen- 
cies) — Russian forces kept 
up artillery and air strikes 
around Grozny Friday, but 
the failure of Moscow’s 
ound troops to dislodge 
lechen fighters from this 
strategic bill highlights the 
danger of the war against 
Chechenya’s independence 
bogging down. 

Heavy machinegun fire, 
tank and artillery shelling 
clattered around Karpinski 
Hill, west of the Chechen 
capital Groamy and Russian 
warplanes could be seen in 
theJ.. ~ 

the sy mrfiombing runs on 
Chechen defenders in the 
Khankala suburbs. 

Early Friday Chechens said 
Russian bombers Mt a major 
oil refinery near here for the 
second time in two days, 
sending up a thick pall of 
smoke which could deprive 
Grozny residents of their 
mam source of fresh water, 
namely snow. Russia denied 
that its forces bombed tbe 
refinery. 

The people collect the 
snow and boil it to use for 
water but the explosion Fri- 
day bas deposited a film of oil 
on the snow malting it unfit 
for consumption. 

The Chechen interior 
ministry appealed to Russia 
early Friday to cease the air 
raids which it said could pro- 
voke “an ecological disaster” 
in the Caucasus, Interfax 
news agency said. 

Tbe Chechen presidency, 
cited by Interfax, said nearly 
5,000 tonnes of ammonia 
were stored near the refinery. 
“At any moment, tbe blaze 
may spread and cause a ma- 
jor ecological disaster over 

f tbe .entire Caucasus,” a 
ministry spokesman said. 
f_ A Moscow radio station 
/said on IMday that Chechen 
f-lcadcr Dzhokhar Dudayev 
had appealed to President 
Boris Yeltsin for a new year 
(lease-fire, but the Russian 
rament said it knew no- 
ig about it. 


Despite the destruction 
wreaked on Grozny by repe- 
ated air raids, almost three 
weeks since being ordered to 
restore Moscow's rule in the 
Muslim separatist republic, 
which declared independence 
in 1991, the Russian forces 
appear to be in a strategic 
rut. 

Less than 50 Chechens at 
any one time are able to bold 
the summit of Karpinski HDl, 
which has a commanding 
view of Grozny, despite hav- 
ing only three artillery pieces. 


is pocked with black shell and 
rocket craters and artillery 
commander Heizar Hotch- 
kuya admitted that Thurs- 
day’s incessant bombing was 
a “nightmare.” 

’’Boom, boom, boom 
everywhere, fire every- 
where,” he said. 

But because there are so 
few Chechens, tbe chances of 
a direct hit are slim and only 
one man was injured the 
whole day, Mr. Heizar said. 
“When we hear the planes we 
just dive into tbe snow, or 


an armoured car carrying arL _ .trenches,” said one soldier. 
3aa*xixa-.jBa?.- - -. A R u ai tto ^ a rt flte iy "shell 


2 gun, and small arms. 
From their soaring vantage 
point, Chechen soldiers 
pointed out what they said 
were 300 Russian armoured 
vehicles and helicopters, 
three kilometres away. 

Chechens said the Russians 
were unwilling to make a 
frontal assault on the steep 
hill and that even daylong air 
bombing and helicopter rock- 
et attacks were not enough to 
take the position. 

The snow-covered summit 


suddenly whistled over the 
ridge, sending every soldier 
plunging into the thick snow, 
before exploding harmlessly 
in the woods. 

The Chechen position was 
but well oreanised. 
i of the three visible guns 
was well dug in, the 
armoured car was painted 
white and hidden in the trees 
and even troops who had just 
spent three “hot” nights said 
they were far better moti- 
vated than their enemy. 


“Their planes can't hit our 
big guns because they are 
scared of everything. We’re 
not, we’re fighting for our 
land. They just strike and 
run,” said Visayit Dhayev, 
one of the Chechen comman- 
ders. 

During ground attacks die 
Russians “first send up the 
conscripts and then the Spets- 
naz (commandoes),” said 
Sh akhm an Abkhalyetov, a 
33-year-old former history 
teacher, who carried a gre- 
nade in Ms breast pocket. 
“The airpower is used to 
protect tbe Spetsnaz, so they 
often Mt their own men.” 

President Yeltsin sent his 
best wishes to thousands of 
Russian troops facing a mis- 
erable new year in 
Chechenya, ITAR-TASS 
news agency said. 

“I send you my special 
New Year greetings, as I 
know how important it is to 
know that you are remem- 
bered... when you are far 
away from home, carrying 

(CoUmcd on page 7) 
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Chechens queue for water in a neighbourhood 
of Grozny. Water supplies of the capital of tbe 
break-away republic of Chechenya were cut as 


a result of the heavy bombardment by Rnwhn 
airplanes on tbe dty during the last week (AFP 
photo) 


Arab Bank,phahin Group announce compromise deal 


- By P.V. Vivekahand 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The 
Bank and the Shahin group--’ 
of companies, one of the 
biggest in Jordan, have 
announced that they have 
reached an out-of-court 
. settlement to a conprqver- 
sial multi-million dinar dis- 
pute. 

Announcing the 
“brotherly and cordial” 
settlement to the press on 
Thursday, Arab Bank 
■ Chairman Abdul Majeed 
Shoman and Shahin group. > 
head Mohammad Shahin 
efid not provide details of - 
die deal, which, according, 
to sources, involved around 
JD 35 million in credit faci- 
lities that the Arab Bank 
extended to the ShaMn 
group. 

“We have reached* final 
. and complete settlement of ‘ ■ 
the - dispute and the entire 
episode is behind us,” said 
Mr. Shoman, adtfing that 
the bank had withdrawn v 


four, cases it 
against the-.S 
Mr. -Shoman. 
Arab. - .S^hin l; who- 
■ I'd the 
at a 

conference 
til ‘ 


filed 


group 


trAhe Arab- 
wifa.-the 
to more 
there was no i 
deuce 
He 

when the 
owed a 
Mr, ShaMn.i 
cover of a 
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concerned,- 
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projects m; . 
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reported .- 


that the soup was planning 
to launch Jordan’s first pri- 
vate sector air freight -com- 

>man, wb6^ re- 
was ifrrigrect 
Idredit of 

}■ vis-a-vas^jor 
inside and put- 
said’ he ‘ 
tide the 

ie dispiute over 
group brffli 
£that he did not 
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fore Jit 

an implid^ 
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out of propoi-- 

ie Arab Bank’’ - 
jD 10 million 
illion in the 
would not 
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an annual 
130 million,*’' 
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ions on the 
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Abdul Majeed Shoman 
wonder *vhy the media 
opted to project it as a 
national crisis.” 

True as-: that may be, 
economic analysts say, the 
fact that the highly con- 
servative Arab Bank, 
known for . its tight and 
well-monitored credit poli- 
cies, bad allowed the affair 
to develop was the main 
factor that fuelled media 


interest in tbe issue. 

Adding fuel to the media 
fire was the resignation of 
three prominent lawyers, 
Ibrahim Bakr, Fans Nabul- 
si and Tareq Nabil, in pro- 
test against what they saw 
as an unprecedented soft- 
line approach by the man- 
agement over the "dis- 
pute" with the group. 

Mr. Nabil told the Jor- 
dan Times on Friday: 
“When there is a major 
difference in views between 
a lawyer and his client over 
the manner in which to 
handle a particular issue, 
then it is better for the 
lawyer to step aside.” 

Mr. Nabil declined to 
elaborate and also refused 
to discuss the details of the 
affair. 

According to informed 
sources, the dispute in- 
volved JD 28 million in 
overdraft facilities given to 
the Shahin Group and JD 
6.5 million in a personal 
loan granted to Mr, Sha- 
hin. 


According to the sources 
and reports in the local 
press, the dispute de- 
veloped after the bank's 
legal department, which 
had been headed by Mr. 
Bakr for many years, found 
that the collateral offered 
by the group to cover the 
loans was not enough 
under standard banking 
practices. 

Hie sources, who prefer- 
red anonymity, said the 
compromise deal appeared 
to involve the transfer of 51 
per cent of a vegetable oil 
plant owned by the Shahin 
group to Arab Bank own- 
ership. In addition, the rest 
of the ownership would be 
mortgaged with the Arab 
Bank. The first step in the 
compromise is an assess- 
ment of the market value of 
the plant, the sources said. 

"This arrangement 
would cover the bulk of the 
JD 28 million loan given to 
the Shahin Group, leaving 
about two- or three million 
dinars,” said one source. 


“The personal loan granted 
to Mr. Shahin has not ma- 
tured yet, but the accord 
also involves provisions to 
cover that amount as and 
when the loan matures.” 
Other sources said sever- 
al other leading business- 
men had come forward to 
guarantee the Shahin 
Group's dues to the bank. 

The dues to the Arab 
Bank are only part of the 
credit facilities that the 
Shahin Group had secured 
from the local market. But, 
according to the sources, 
the collateral offered to 
other banks by the grouy 
are strong and are stiff 
cient to cover the !i/ 
amounts, reportedly , 
volving more than jp™ 11 * 111 

million. es to ll 

In his comment 
Thursday’s press c 
ence, Mr. Shoman r 
was confident/tl 
assets of the Shah; 

“were sufficient tr 
three or four nr 
to the Arab& 
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A wounded Israeli pa ra trooper is given first aid after be passed out during scuffles with demonstrators in the Arab village 
of El Khader (AEP photo) ’ 1 

Russians bog down around Grozny 









Middle East News 


Black box found after 
Turkish crash kills 55 BnWfi. 


ANKARA (Agencies) — 
The flight recorder of a Tur- 
kish Airlines (THY) Boeing 
737 which crashed in eastern 
Turkey killing 55 people and 
injuring 21 others was found 
in the wreckage on Friday, an 
airline spokesman said. 

The death toll rose when 
one person died in hospital 
on Friday, the day after the 
passenger plane ploughed 
into a hill near the city of 
Van's airport in a sudden 
blizzard, the spokesman said. 

A Transport Ministry offi- 
cial told .Renters the pilot of 
the 737-400, on a domestic 
flight between Ankara and 
Van, could not see the 
approach to Van airport be- 
cause of driving snow. 

Analysis of the flight recor- 
der, or black box, had been 
delayed but would probably 
confirm bad weather as the 
cause of the crash, the minis- 
try said. 

Civil aviation investigators 
from Ankara could not fly to 
Van on Friday morning* be- 
cause the airport was still 
dosed by bad weather, the 
official said. 

The Boeing, carrying 69 
passengers and seven crew, 
crashed on its third attempt 
at landing. The pilot and four 
crew members died in the 
crash, the official said. 

Television pictures showed 
the aircraft ripped apart and 
lines of bodies half-buried in 
deep snow. 

A Van airport flight con- 
troller offered to send the 
plane back to Ankara or on 
to the nearby tity of Diyarba- 
kir but the pilot insisted on 
trying to land one more time, 
the Transport Ministry said. 

Prime Minister Tansu Cil- 
ler issued a message of con- 
dolence and cancelled plans 
to hold a New Year’s Eve 
party in the northern town of 
Karabuk, her office said in a 
statement on Friday. 

Van regional governor's 


office said 10 members of the 
security forces were among 
the casualties. Civilian air- 
craft often carry military per- 
sonnel to airports in eastern 
Turkey where Kurdish guer- 
rillas are active. 

Soldiers and paramilitary 
gendarmerie troops took part 
in the rescue operation in 
more than two metres of 
snow. 

THY said the worst air 
crash in Turkey took place in 
1976 in the southwestern pro- 
vince of Isparta where 155 
people were killed. THY’s 
worst accident was in 1974 
when 345 people were killed 
when a McDonnell Douglas 
DC-10 aircraft crashed near 
Paris. 

In August, a THY Boeing 
737 skidded on landing at 
-Istanbul airport, slid across a 
road and came to a halt just 
short of a railway line. Two 
CTew members were slightly 
injured. 

The two flight recorders of 
the Boeing 737-400 were 
found overnight. 

Control tower tape record- 
ings released to the media 
showed Thursday that pilot 
Adem Ungun, who also died, 
argued with an air traffic 
controller moments before 
his plane crashed into a 
mountain as it made a third 
attempt to land despite ex- 
tremely poor visibility. 

The control tower told the 
pilot to return to Ankara or 
reroute the plane to Diyarba- 
lrir in the southeast but Un- 
gun insisted on making a 
third landing bid. according 
to the recorarags. Visibility 
had shrunk to about 100 
metres when the plane 
crashed. 

The plane broke into three 
on impact. Only five people 
survived unharmed. 

Airline officials contacted 
by AFP would not say if the 
crash was due to pilot enor. 





Crisis could threaten 
investment in Algeria 


PARIS (AFP) — The latest 
surge In tension between 
Algeria and France — its 
biggest economic partner — 
could threaten foreign invest- 
ment in Algeria, despite 
efforts by the French govern- 
ment, analysts say. 

In particular investors may- 
be more reluctant to put 
money in the country if it is 
declared a “war risk” state 
similar to Iraq and Afghanis- 
tan, possibly early in the new 
year. 

France’s global investment 
in the North African country, 
which gained its independ- 
ence from France in 1962, 
amounted to some $2 billion 
last year, ahead of both the 
United States and Japan. 

French diplomats were in- 
sisting Wednesday that 
France’s commitment to its 
former colony was unshaken. 
“We axe not about to put the 
key under the door and aban- 
don them,” said one. 

“We must help this country 
get out of the economic and 
social crisis... and we don’t 
rant to do it alone, but with 
)ther Eurpcan countries,” 
idded a senior French offi- 
.ial. 

But in London the War 
%isks Rating Committee of 
London Insurers said 
Wednesday that it will con- 
ider reviewing Algeria’s sta- 
rs early in the new year. 
“We are looking very 
losely at the situation 
lere,” the committee presi- 
ent, Tim Humm told AFP, 
dcfing: "We will meet to 
sview the rating at the be- 
imring of 1995.” 

The decision would place 
Jgeria on a par with Afgha- 
\ 


nistan. Iraq and the countries 
of die former Yugoslavia and j 
would lead to payment of a \ 
surcharge for air and sea | 
freight to and from Algeria to • 
cover higher risks. j 

French Foreign Minister j 
Alain Juppe said Tuesday: 
“Everybody is aware that 
(aid) is a duty of solidarity 
with the Algerian people, 
and that economic chaos 
would precipitate die com- 
plete destabilisation of Alger- 
ia.” 

But analyst Remy Leveau 
of the French National Poli- 
tical Science Foundation 
questioned whether the inter- 
national community would go 
on forever pouring money 
into Algeria, Mien aid so far 
had proved ineffective. 

■ “When Algeria runs out of 
money and rails on the inter- 
national community to help 
it, they will be asked 'Well 
what have you done?’ The 
war in Algeria is like the one 
in Lebanon,” he said. 

France is by far the biggest 
single investor in Algeria. 
U.S. global investment 
amounted to about SI billion 
last year, with Japan contri- i 
buting $900 million. 

Unlike the other main two, , 
France invests in a wide 
range of sectors in Algeria. 
Washington and Tokyo pre- 
fer to back its dominant eco- 
nomic areas — notably oil 
and gas. 

Other countries, including 
Italy, Spain, Portugal and 
Turkey also invest across the 
board, but on a much smaller 
scale than France. Germany, 
Benelux and Britain are less 
keen to invest in the conflict- 
scarred country. 
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Turkish rescue workers make their way through faffing 
snow as they search for survivors of the plane crash late 
Thursday. A Turkish airlines Boeing 737-400 carrying 76 
people crashed on a domestic flight into a mountain hi 


eastern Tariixy *»h mw* 
born killed when the piaatr 
pfcotn- 


55 people Mk<td to haw 
imnmorm (AFP 


LOS ANGELES (R) — 
Israel is helping China build 
an advanced combat aircraft 
for the Chinese air force with 
American technology, the 
Los Angeles Times has re- 
ported. 

The newspaper said U.S. 
technology developed for a 
joint American-Israeli fighter 
that was eventually scrapped 
was being used for the pro- 
ject. 

It quoted unnamed U S. 
officials as saying they bad 
confirmed Israel’s role in 
helping to build the aircraft 
and were concerned at the 
move, which one expert de- 
scribed as ‘'ominous'’. 

The Times said the new 
Chinese plane would be com- 
parable to the American 
military's F-16 fighter and 
would' be based on the 
“Lavi" fighter, a joint project 
between the United Sure* 


and Israel that was scrapped 
seven years ago. 

The Chinese plane win in- 
corporate extensive technolo- 
gical innovations derived 
from that project, according 
to U.S. government experts 
on the Chinese anbury, the 
Times wid. 

Asked about the Times re- 
port. State Department 
spokesman Mike McCurry 
said only: '‘Under the Arms 
Export Control Act countnc* 
which receive U S weapons 
technology must agree not to 
transfer it to other countries 
without specific U 5 author- 
isation Wc have procedures 
!. n . piacc :a monitor transfers 
o! U S technology When wc 
receive reliable reports of 
such transfers we tike action 
m accordance with the law.” 

Defence Department nffi* 
aab cottfd r** ttmnexfiatefv 


he reached fa* cewtfr.re: 

Confirm* nor of I »:«■!’* 
role coufd create IcAWKtt he* 
tween Wxstaognt) and the 
Jewish Rate. & Tkwcs wd 
The join: oa dw 

is the latest in A ferwi of 
rmb f ary project* in 
Israel ha* helped Qh-j yv& 
the !<xt 15 years. 

The paper quoted 
K temp*, vwc pre**fe_: ten 
goweraanem aSsn o: l-+r ach 
Aircraft Indaarre* i=:=raa- 
OCtutf. The stab* 

uduu* cf Itrad't *uu*= .wfted 
export fete, as 4enys.il 
company- was tna.ife:nag 

U S tccfewiojj SO 0:34 

The newspaper raii land 
and China aid breads 
feasted wor k i® a p:- i-atype 
of the fet and pohxMM 
woojd profatHy tar. xxm ftt 
a pU® m $k 5acfc_zn pro- 
vince eapfcd ^ 


Eritrea accuses Sudan of 
persecuting its nationals 


ADDIS ABABA (AFP) — 
Eritrea on Friday accused the 
Sudanese government, with 
which it has broken off di- 
plomatic ties, of harassing 
Eritrean nationals and dis- 
rupting a repatriation prog- 
ramme. 

Eritreans in Sudan are vic- 
tims of "searches, arbitrary 
arrests without due legal pro- 
cess and the confiscation of 
possessions such as cars,” a 
top foreign ministry official 
reached by telephone told 
AFP. 

Guirma Asmerom, head of 
the African sector in the 
ministry in Asmara, said 
Sudan was intimidating Erit- 
reans to incite them to leave 
the country swiftly and ihus 
undermining a repatriation 
scheme set up with the Un- 
ited Nations. 

Some 600,000 Eritreans 
fled the Horn of Africa coun- 
try during its 30-year war for 
independence from Ethiopia, 
which was declared in 1991 
after the ouster of military 
dictator Mengistu Haile 
Mariam and internationally 
recognised last year. 

Entreans have been leav- 
ing Sudan in larger number 
thin the transit centres and 
arrangements initially set up 
for them can cope with, Mr. 
Guirma said. 


Repatriations began in 
November under a tripartite 
agreement reached among 
the Sudanese and Eritrean 
governments and the U.N. 
High Commissioner for Re- 
fugees (UNHCR). 

Asmara severed diplomatic 
relations with Sudan on Dec. 
6, accusing the junta in Khar- 
toum of seeking to destabilise 
the Eritrean government. 

Eritrea had already several 
times accused Sudan of train- 
ing hundreds of “terroris ts ” 
of fight it, a claim strongly 
denied by the regime in 
Khartoum. 

President Issaias Afeworki 
in January said that Islamic 
guerrillas of several nationa- 
lities had entered the coun- 
try from Sudan and spoke of 
a “war declared against Erit- 
rea.” 

Mr. Guirma said Friday 
that the Ethiopian govern- 
ment has agreed to represent 
Eritrea's interests in Sudan 
and was awaiting a response 
to the proposal from Khar- 
toum. 

The latest Eritrean charges 
against Khartoum came as 
Yemen’s President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh was seeking 
to mediate a settlement to the 
differences between the 
neighbouring countries. 


! Egyptian court rans 
! popular ‘Ai Muhajir’ 


: CAIRO fAP) — An Era- 

K ir. cn Tburvlsy fc«r- 
thcr vbowir.i * of a 
film bv irriftmanonal- 
med rector Yousef 
. saving j: violated 
mic ban agaifia de- 
| pictin| rcligjoia. prophets, 
i Judge Ibrahim Gabr based 
j his ruling on a 'finding last 

The judge also ordered the 
confiscation of all copies of 
the film, MENA said. 

The movie. “A! Muhagir^ 
(The Immigrant }. playerf ten 
i P 2 cked houses in CainFand 
other Egyptian ants after its 
opening hi September. It also 
has been shown in France. 
Tunisia and Morocco. 

Mr. Shahine and his 
lawyer. Labib Moawad. 
could not immediate! v be 
I reached to say if they would 
appeal. Mr. Shahine had 
maintained the script was in- 
spired by Joseph's storv. but 
did not depict the prophet. 

In the Bible and in Islamic 
belief, Joseph was sold into 
slavery by bis brothers who 


were jealous %f ha dreams 
and his coat of many colours. 

The Lawyer wMAraught 
the case, KiahmfljBAbdul 
Fau i. complained UJKihc de- 
fence useu delaying fttics in 
court to drag out mk case 
until the film had fibbed its 
run. 

Thesuit against the film 
in a series of 
a IM H )v Islamic fun- 
daaHBjab to get stricter 
of Islamic reli- 

^TTHjfphave sued io ban 
q^ rapiovie billboards and 
jflHfilld school uniforms 
ffUflUT not indude a head 

^M rAzhar is often consulted 
Spine government on social 
*5nd religious issues. It has 
been responsible for banning 
books, but the government 
maintains its views are advis- 
ory. 

’On Wednesday, the Egyp- 
tian Organisation Human 
Rights condemned what it 
termed a •‘rising campaign" 
against secular writers and 
intellectuals m Egypt. 

Ic said the campaign "by 
political Islam is creating an 
inflammatory atmosphere 
against them and aimed at 
making them targets for 
assassination.” 
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| NEWS IN B RIEF 

Israel may act against Iran nuclear tsc&Ues 

j TEL AVIV tAWt — I»4ari pi** t*kr aih« a»u jtcaj 1** 
liman Iran'* nuclear programme aod prevent rf ponsg a 
I mihur* threat, an Kraeh amtv senrra! ha* wanted here 
j "The significant advatwe m Iran'* mwTeat i.^uhthU4y.ctnilil 
I i lead Israel to take a drawn *h»* matter s#e*t year,** 
: 1 army planning chief t‘n Ctavan tv’Ul a conference n Tel 
j : Aw Umvrruty oa ThutvUv Mr Davan wrI the pAwNU- 
? ! tfea for speeding up the acquiMCh’e of mtefear webniegy 
; And devefepng it into a military progiaffiftie were “greater. 
| due tu the international vtuatituv" l«*el tnua oomtvc. 

: dewdop counter* measure v and prepare h-vi decauoa* jwmed 
M removing ih» ifeeat.” he sa id. witNmt elaborating 
“Urad is in an environment where iknibw can 4/ we *K>ut 
the rationality of e.t»nng ergunn. whUe lusrl ts still 
i regarded as a target." Israel! official*, aiarmed at Iran’s 
aataty potential, have urged the VVest w> nghtm contioli 
00 the export of sensitive tcetmofegy Tehran Israel b\ 
never officially acknowledged that it fea nuclear weapons, 
but according' to Western experts it lu* \VQ nuclear 
1 warheads which can be fitted medium- and tong-nincc 
mastics. On June 7. I*SK1 Israeli warplanes destroyed Iraq’s 
| Orirak nuclear realtor near Baghdad . whwh »» twit with 
! French help 

Saudi cleric: Opposition seeks to divide 

f DUBAI (R) — A senior liaudi Arabian ckrir urgrtl 
Miohtns to ignore publKsnonv issued by a tmlitant 

. AmnDtin* smiin ariH c»i<4 ihiHc nrh«~i nr.*u!afp fKrm tkvilil 


Israeli said to use U.S. technology in China plane 


li S. experts, the paper 
uad, were concerned over 
the oeraorve unphouttuts the 
ecw nfctct could hare for 
Tara**, • staunch U.S. afty 
wd kwgomc foe of Qfesi, 

pfenc wpuld fit in 
with ll scenario for (coofikt 
Gwnril Taiwan 10 years from 
no* Aad for toncooe 10 
hefp the Chmofcc btnld a pro 
duenon hoc, a turnkey taoh 
rtfs, foe this Aircraft a qqu- 
3003." the Time* quoted one 
f S gorenunent expert ai 

saytpg 

Another official said “the 
ptanc n. m the p i ot O t^ pc 
stage. Is a a very capable 
aircraft. It uses cttcaBvt 
US technology." 

The official uni the air* 
oaft wajtJ be ready for fbritf 
uamaa m a year ami would be 
in fed! service in about a 

Ai i-n if ■ 

CKcaoc 


opposition group and said tho^e who circulate them should 
be po&ixhcd. Sheikh Saleh Ben Fawzan Ben Abdullah Al 
Fawtu was quoted on FriJav as trlhng Al Mridinvvyn 
weekly in Saudi Arabia that leaflet issued by (he London - 
based Committee for the Defence of Legitimate Rights 
(CDLR1 aimed at "promoting sedition, sowing discord and 
ppuwfung minds,” Sheikh Saleh, a member of the Higher 
Council of Ulema. Saudi Arabia's foremost relxgnws body, 
raid these who circulate the leaflets "should receive the 
deterrent punishment he deserves.” He said Muslims 
Should follow a ruling by leading Saudi dcric Sheikh Abdul 
A tit Ben Bax. p re s id e n t of the council, who has declared 
that the leaflets should be ignored. The CPLR. set up in 
1993 by ulira-oonservativc Saudis, w ns declared illegal by 
rebgjous leaden who said Islamic laws applied m the 
kingdom were the best protector of human rights. The 
Saudi Interior Ministry saud in October that of 157 people 
detained in connection with attempt to sow dissent ami 
chaw, DO were released and 27 were still under investiga- 
tion. Tire arrests followed disturbances by supporters of 
detained controversial militant dene. Sheikh Sahnan Al 
Audab. 


U.S, wttcomos Leb&nese to security talks 

BEIRUT (AFP) — The United States has welcomed the 
appointment of a Lebanese delegation to talks on Security 
in Lebanon to be held next month in Washington U.S. 
Charge d* Affaires Ronald Schltsher told journalists after 
meeting Foreign Minuter Fare* Bouer here that the U S. 

K vemmcnt '*» very gratified by the appointment of the 
banese delegation to these talks- He raid the talks due to 
be held in January would allow the two countries to discuss 
“concerns that have font been,., a sucking point in the 
reUtKMidup'* between them. Lebanese Ambassador to 
Washington Rod Tabarra was appointed on Tuesday to 
head the dekparma which will also include four high- 
ranking members of the Lebanese jt rarity foreo-Thc talks 
wilt mainly focus cm lifting a ban on U S nationals visiting 
Lebanon imposed in 1985 after * senes of kidnappings of 
We«cmcn tn the country. The two coun t ries will also 
discuss the fight against drugs 


Moderate quake shakes eastern Turkey 

ANKARA (R) — A moderate earthquake shook eastern 
Ttirkey on Friday. Anatolian news agency said. The quake 
measuring 4.5 on the Richter scale occurred 220 kilcanetres 
south of the city of Erancan. monitors at Istanbul 


University told the news agency. There were no immediate 
reports of damage. The quake was felt in the provinces of 
Diyarbakir. Malatya and Elazig. Anatolian said. Harth- 
quakes of more than four on the Richter scale are powerful 
enough to cause heavy damage in a populated area. 


U.N. probes Iraq-Kuwait border shooting 

KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — U.N. officials have launched an 
inquiry into the shooting of a U.N. military observer on the 
Iraqi-Kuwaiti border, but said Friday they were unable to 
support Kuwait’s claim that Iraqi forces opened fire. Salim 
Fahmawi, spokesman for the United Nations Iraq-Kuwait 
Observation Mission (UNIKOM), said the U.N. had 
“opened an inquiry with the two sides but we cannot draw 
any conclusions at this stage.” adding that the shooting 
Thursday was "an isolated incident." Tnc Kuwaiti Defence 
Ministry accused Iraqi forces of firing at Yivanov Danot, a 
32-year-old Romanian. The cap rain was hit in the thigh and 
wounded, the official agency KUNA said. The U.N. 
spokesman said the officer was patrolling the Kuwaiti side 
of the demilitarised zone, and the U.N. "could not 
determine where the shots came from because it was dark.’’ 
The observers, numbering 1.150. were deployed in the 
aftermath of the 1991 Gulf war which evicted Iraqi troops 
from Kuwait after a seven month occupation. In August, a 
Bangladeshi soldier was shot dead and two others wounded 
on the Iraqi side of the demilitarised bonder rone. Iraq 
blamed smugglers for the incident. 
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It will be partly cloudy with rise 
in tempenmres. Wins will be 
westerly moderate and seas calm. 

MmJMax. temp. 
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Aqaba 7 / 21 
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Regent condoles 
Shreideh family 


ABI SAEED (Pet- 
Royal Highness 
Crown Pnnce Hassan, the 
Regent, Thursday visited 
—^.Shre'deh family at Deir 
Abi Saeed near Irbid and 
conveyed to them condo- 
lences from His Majesty 
King Hussein over tfce 
death of Captain Bilal 
Abdul Majid Shreideh who 
died in a plane crash at 
Marka Airport Wednes- 
day. 

His Royal Highness 
Pnnce Faisal Ben A1 Hus- 
sein attended the funeral 
of Capt. Shreideh who was 


a Royal Falcons pilot. 

The 29-year-old pilot was 
on take-off from Marka 
Airport at about 1:00 p.m. 
Wednesday when his 
single-seat Extra 300 dove 
to the ground. Capt. 
Shreideh, who leaves a wife 
and infant daughter, was 
laid to rest in his hometown 
of Deir Abi Saeed. 

His Royal Highness 
Prince Mohammad dele- 
gated the director of the 
Irbid Police Department to 
convey his condolences to 
the Shreideh family. 



Malaysian students of AL al Bayt University Thurs- 
day recite Islamic songs during a ceremony marking 
Al Isra Wal Miraj (Petra photo) 

Malaysian students take part 
in marking Islamic holiday 


AMMAN (J.T.) — As part 
of Jordan’s observance of Al- 
Isra Wal Miraj, Malaysian 
students of Al al Bayt Uni- 
versity recited Islamic songs 
in a ceremony held at the 
university Thursday. 

At the ceremony, which 
was attended by His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san, the Regent, university 
President Mohammad Adnan 
Al Bakhit said the Israa 
(Prophet Mohammad's noc- 
turnal journey from Al Mas- 
jid Al Haram in Medina 
Munawarah in Saudi Arabia 
to Al Aqsa Mosque in Jeru- 
salem), represents the first 
spiritual conquest of Jeru- 
salem and the the first eternal 
relationship between Al al 
Bayt (the Hashemites) and 
AJ Aqsa Mosque and the 
Dome of the Rock *n Jeru- 
salem. ' 

Also addressing the cere- 
mony were President of the 
Royal Academy for Islamic 
Civilisation Research (Al al 
Bayt Foundation) Naserud- 
din Al Assad, Chief Islamic 
Justice Sheikh Nooh Salman 
and Minister of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs Abdul Salam 
Al Abbadi, who all highlight- 
ed the importance of this 
occasion and stressed the 
eternal relation between 
Jerusalem and AJ al Bayt. 

Following the ceremony. 
Prince Hassan and the audi- 
ence attended noon prayers 
at Bilal Ben Rabah Mosque 
at the university. 


The ceremony was 
attended by Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali, speak- 
ers of the Upper and Lower 
Houses of Parliament, advi- 
sors to His Majesty King 
Hussein and Crown Prince 
Hassan, Chief Chamberlain 
Prince Ra'd Ben Zeid, 
Cabinet ministers and senior 
civil and military officials. 

In Amman, His Royal 
Highness Prince Faisal Ben 
Al Hussein deputised for the 
King, who is in Austria re- 
ceiving treatment for an ear 
infection, and attended a ma- 
jor ceremony held at Kinp 
Abdullah Mosque in Abdali. 

Addressing the ceremony. 
Minister of Awqaf and Isla- 
mic Affairs Abdul Salam Al 
Abbadi reviewed the great 
meanings and implications of ' 
this occasion,, particularly at 
this time, when our nation is 
feeing many challenges, he 
said. 

Also addressing the con- 
gregation was member of die 
Upper House of Parliament 
Kamel Al Sharif, who said 
that Al Isra Wal Miraj is one 
of the great occasions. It is a 
great spiritual experience 
which has significant meaning 
and implications, he said. 
The occasion stresses the sta- 
tus of Jerusalem and its im- 
portance to the Muslim 
Umroa. 

He praised the role played 
by the Hashemites in safe- 
guarding the holy places in 
Jerusalem. 



WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins 
and the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verity 
the listed time and place with the concerned institutions. 

FILMS 

☆ Triple features untitled “The Legand of Sleep Hollow,” 
“Winnie the Pooh and the Blustery Day,” and “The 
Wind in the Willows" at the American Centre on 
Thursday at 5:00 p.m. 

BAZAR CHRISTMAS DISPLAY 

☆ “Ramadan Charity Bazaar” at Al Ahliya School for 
Girls, Jabal Amman, First Circle (10:00 a. m. -4:00 
p.m.) 

* Bani Hamida Christmas Display with a variety of snail 
gift items at Bani Hamida House, Jabal Amman, First 
Cirde, Rainbow Street. 


EXHIBITIONS 


fr Exhib ition of oil pai n tings by Mahmoud Musa at the 
Phoenix Gallery for Culture and Art. 
fr Plastic art exhibition by Lafla Kawash at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

ft Exhibition of works by Mahmud Obaidi at Darat Al 
Funun. Also showing an exhibition of portraits by 
Fahrelnissa Zeid and the exhibition of contemporary 
Arab artists. 

*. Exhibition of paintings by Ismail and Tamam Shammout 
at Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation. 

(r Exhib ition by artists Lattff Al Khafeeb and Muhy 
Kholeefa at the Housing Bank Gallery. 
ft Exhi bition at Mona Saadi’s Studio, Abdonn Village — 
Tel.: 829700 until Dec. 31st, 1994. 


French pilot 


lined from page 12) 

h Interior Minister 
Pasqua said on Tues- 
e was “pretty sure" 
omen’s leader was 
kbdullah Yahia. 
ia has been in turmoil 
e government called 
992 general election 
: fundamentalist Isla- 
ilvation Front was 
» win- About 20,000 


people have been killed in 
the ensuing three years of 
civil strife. 

An Algerian group warned 
Friday that it now had a 
“legal duty" to wage war on 
France in the wake of the 
bloody end to last week’s 
Airbus hijack. 

The Islamic Salvation 
Army (AIS) said in a news- 
letter published Friday that 
4L war against France has be- 
come a legal duty" under 
Islamic Sharia law. 


Jordan hopes for economic prosperity in ’ 


Officials caution against immediate expectations 
urgingmore debt reduction, private sector initiath 


By P.V. Vrvekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan esters 
1995 with hopes high that its 
new found peace with Israel 
would bring in increased eco- 
nomic dhudends but with 
strong caution that the fruits 
of peace could not be re- 
flected in the lives of people 
overnight. 

Complaints are loud that 
Jordanians failed to see any 
significant improvement in 
their standard of living and 
that prices rose dramatically 
during the year. 

Officials argue that the ex- 
pectations were too high and 
unrealistic in terms ofquick 
changes in living standards. 

The rise in market prices, 
they say, is the result of 
one-time economic adjust- 
ments to improve the imag e 
of Jordan and make its poli- 
cies internationally compati- 
ble at a time when the King- 
dom needs to project itself as 
a haven for foreign invest- 
ments. 

Jordan, which began 1994 
with over S6.8 billion in fore- 
ign debts, enters the new year 
with S830 million of the debts 
being written off and nearly 
£3 billion rescheduled. 

For all technical purposes, 
the Kingdom does not have 
any major debt sevicing 
obligations in 1995-1997. but 
that is not simply enough to 
attract the foreign invest- 
ments it badly needs to 
address the problems of un- 
employment and -poverty. 

Essentially, it would mean 
reducing the foreign debts by 
at least half, an objective that 
the government has set its 
eyes on in 1995. Most of the 
creditors of the Kingdom — 
not to mention the U.S., the 
United Kingdom and Ger- 
many which have already ex- 
tended write-offs — have re- 
sponded positively, at least 
verbally, to its call for debt 
relief, but concrete steps 
have yet to materialise. 

Amman is also hopeful 
that its request for economic 
and military assistance ($2.5 
billion per.year.for the next . 
10 years) from' the U.Sc,- _ 
a!ong*the lines - Washington ' - 
extended to Egypt and Israel ~ 
after their 1978 Camp David 
agreements, would meet with 
success in 1995. 

But no-one is able to fore- 
see with any degree of 
accuracy the level of Amer- 
ican assistance to Jordan. “It 
all depends on how the U.S. 

' Congress views the need to 
support and maintain the 
-state of peace between Jor- 
dan and Israel and how fer 
Washington lawmakers are 
convinced of the Jordanian 
argument that improvement 
in the standard of living of its 
people is vr^Lfor peace to 
hold and sustafe itself," said > 
a senior officsd:^ 

Nothing definite for 
Jordan when if entered 1994;*. 
It watched wi^pprehensifeF 


the course of the Palesdnian- 
Israeli autonomy deal while 
the Jordanian-Israeli track 
remained largely neglected 
with little sign that Israelis 
were serious m engaging the 
Kingdom in substantial nego- 
tiations. 

The common agenda that 
Jordan and Israel signed on 
SepL 14, 1993, one day after 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) and 
Israel formalised their auton- 
omy deal, remained nothing 
more than a document, 
although the option was 
available to Jordan to accept 
some of the terms set by 
Israel and sign a peace treaty. 

Focus on foreign investment 

After signing the peace 
treaty on Oct. 26, 1994, 
under which it secured its 
territorial water rights and 
addressed its security con- 
cerns, Jordan focussed on 
making itself an attractive 
target for foreign and local 
investment. 

One week after signing the 
peace accord, Jordan went to 
the Casablanca economic 
conference on the Middle 
East and North Africa with 
proposals for projects worth 
$18 billion. 

Most of the projects pre- 
sented at the Oct. 30-Nov. 1 
conference were of a regional 
nature, involving benefits for 
all in the immediate region. 
Others were more national 
and related to infrastructure 
within the country with op- 
tions open for foreign invest- 
ment. 

Casablanca put Jordan on 
the economic map of the 
Middle East and defined its 
priorities. Officials who rep- 
resented Jordan at the con- 
ference say that the very 
objective of the exercise — to 
bring a fresh limelight on the 
Kingdom and the opportuni- 
ties available here — was 
achieved, and that Jordan did 
not expect announcements of 
billions of dollars of foreign 
investment in the country at 
the meeting. 

The Kingdom is now pre- 
j piling for a foDowrtip confer- 
ence to be held in Amman in 
the second, hall of" 1995 ' with 
hopes that by that time ideas 
and proposals made in 
Casablanca would have been 
discussed in depth, and fore- 
ign investors would be more 
interested in bringing capital 
to the country. 

But, Jordarri^pscononnc 
strategists agree^lptical sta- 
bility resulting£%om the 
peace treaty and 4e demo- 
cratisation processflaimched 


in 1989 are simply not enough 
to attract foreign investors 
particularly that the interna- 
tional competition for foreign 
capital is becoming stiff and 
fierce^ 

Cutlz^g bureaucracy, 

. raising incentives 

Spurred by this awareness. 


the government has moved 
steadily towards cutting down 
on bureaucracy and increas- 
ing incentives for foreign 
capital by amending legisla- 
tion. A draft law on invest- 
ment promotion prepared by 
the Royal Commission for 
Reform and Modernisation 
has been submitted to the 
government, incorporating 
added incentives to an 
amended draft legislation on 
companies and foreign in- 
vestment. 

The most concrete among 
the Jordanian moves in this 
context was the establish- 
ment of a "one-stop- 
window” for Investors 
opened at the Investment 
Promotion Department. 

Critics say, however, that 
the realisation that it is time 
for dramatic changes in Jor- 
dan’s traditional approaches 
is limited to top-level think- 
ing. They argue that the you- 
wait-while-I-take-a-nap 
mindset of medium- and 
junior-level bureaucrats has 
not changed much despite the 
efforts launched by the Royal 
Commission which is headed 
by His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan. 

Information Minister 
Jawad Anani, appeared to be 
implicitly referring to this 
state of affairs when he 
emphasised the need for 
Jordanians ’To work hard" to 
reap the benefits of peace. In 
a television interview broad- 
cast on Thursday, Dr. Anani 
cautioned that the fruits of 
peace would not come on 
their own to Jordan without 
the Kingdom working to reap 
them. 

P inning hopes on 

the private sector 

The Kingdom is pinning 
high hopes on the private 
sector to assume a leading 
role in investment projects. 
The 1993-1997 development 
plan prepared by the Ministry 
of Planning gives a lion’s 
share to private sector invest- 
ments in areas that include 
infrastructure. 

• -Notwithstanding the un- 
- changed belief ’of sCfme 
businessmen that the state 
~Das to deliver projects to 
them on a silver platter, a 
recent gathering of regional 
businessmen held in Cairo 
under the auspices of the 
European Union (EU) 
showed that the Jordanian 
private sector was convinced 
that it had to take the initia- 
tive, participants say. 

Jordanian businessmen 
who attended the Dec. 5-7 
meeting in Cairo were 
“shocked in the positive 
sense” when they saw how 
their Israeli counterpans 
went about finalising deals 
with European counterparts 
without felling back on the 
government, stud a partici- 
pant. 

“Sure enough, the shock 
was a catalyst in spurring 


many of the businessmen to 
realise that they do not and 
should not depend on the 
government to lead them by 
die band to projects," said 
the participant. “Of course, 
the government has to play a 
role, but the bulk of the work 
has to be undertaken by the 
private sector itself.” . 

There is enough liquidity in 
the country for new invest- 
ments, but commercial banks 
are unable to lend extra li- 
quidity to new ventures if 
only because of a ceiling on 
credits imposed by the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund 
(IMF). The government says 
that it is trying to exempt 
credit facilities for industrial 
projects from the ceiling. 

The government is also 
hopeful that the Palestine 
National Authority (PNA) 
would be more forthcoming 
in its perceptions of economic 
relations with Jordan in 1995 
and would ratify an agree- 
ment the two sides drafted in 
1994. 

Tourism is an area that 
Jordan expected to see 
booming after the signing of 
the peace treaty. But, as it 
turned out, Israeli tourists 
visiting Jordan are spending 
little money in the Kingdom. 
The government is unable to 
do anything in this context. 
The Israeli government says 
that entry visa charges as well 
as admission fees to some of 
the tourist attractions in Jor- 
dan make up a good income 
for the Kingdom. 

Annual economic growth is 
expected to be slightly less 
than six per cent, and infla- 
tion around four per cent 
during the year. 

Exports are estimated to 
have risen to more than JD 
2.5 billion during the year, 
registering a more than 10 
per cent increase over 1993. 
Definite figures for imports 
are not yet available, but the 
final figure for the year is 
expected to be much higher 
than the JD 630 million reg- 
istered during 1993. 

Economic measures 
, adopted . m -1994 

Among the major econo- 
mic measures^affopted by the 
government in 1994 were: 

— Introduction of seven to 
20 per cent sales tax to re- 
place a consumption tax. The 
move, which drew heavy cri- 
ticism, was, however, seen as 
a major step in revamping the 
taxation structure of the 
country. Changes in the in- 
come tax structure are being 
studied. 

— Exempting all income 
from exports from the in- 
come tax. 

— Rescheduling of $1.3 
billion in foreign debts. 

— Securing $830 million in 
debt write-off (including $702 
million from the U.S. in three 
years, $74 million from the 
United Kingdom and $50 mil- 
lion from Germany. 



Wissam Boustany 


Amira Fouad 


Boustany , Fouad to ring in the New Year 
with a flute and piano recital 


By Jean-Oaude Elias 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Flute master 
Wissam Boustany is back in 
Jordan for an evening recital, 
this time with pianist Amira 
Fouad. 

Under the patronage of 
H.R.H. Prince Ra’d Ben 
Zeid, AJ Hussein Society for 
the Rehabilitation of the Phy- 
sically Handicapped, in coop- 
eration with the British 
Council in Amman, and with 
special sponsorship by the 
Amman Marriott Hotel, has 
invited Mr- Boustany and 
Ms. Fouad to perform on 
Wednesday, Jan. 4 at the 


Royal Cultural Centre 
(RCC). 

Mr. Boustany’s resume in- 
dicates that he performed in 
1991 under the baton of the 
great Claudio Abbado. 
However, after a complete 
reading of the resume and the 
onanimouis. superlative press 
critiques of the Daily Tele- 
graph, The Guardian, The 
Times and others, one is 
tempted to re-arrange the 
sentence to read “Claudio 
Abbado had the pleasure and 
tiie honour to conduct Wis- 
sam Boustany." 

Mr. Boustany and Ms. 
Fouad will play works by 
Donizetti. Doppler, Chopin, 


Franck as well as Boustany’s 
own compositions. Both per- 
formers are of Arab origin — 
Mr. Boustany is from Leba- 
non and a British citizen now, 
and Ms. Fouad was born in 
Scotland to Egyptian parents. 

They have both lived and 
studied in Great Britain. 

Wissam Boustany does not 
consider it sufficient to play 
with unsurpassed virtuosity, 
taste and musicianship, thus 
joining great flutists such as 
Jean-Pierre Rampal of 
France and others, he is also 
concerned with bringing to 
his audiences contemporary 
works through attractive 


programmes. 

Amira Fouad studied in 
Canada, England and 
France. She was the winner 
of the “Young Artist Com- 
petition,” and has played and 
recorded in solo recitals in 
Canada. Ms. Fouad, has also 
performed with the Cairo 
Symphony Orchestra. 

The Canadian “Kingston 
Whing Standard," of Ontar- 
io, wrote about her: “...The 
freshness of youth, plus a 
brilliant technique..." 

The new year could not 
stan with musicians of higher 
standards than Mr. Boustany 
and Ms. Fouad. 



An employee registers transactions at the Amman 


financial Market 

— Increasing the pension 
and salaries of civil servants 
and servicemen. Teachers 
were given special considera- 
tion. 

— Reducing customs 
duties on vehicles. Further 
reductions are expected next 
year. 

— Moving to restructure 
financially troubled Royal 
Jordanian, the national car- 
rier, by increasing its capital. 

— Announcing moves to 
privatise the Telecommunica- 
tions Corporation (TCC). A 
concession to install and 
operate Jordan’s first cellular 
phone system was given to a 
local company in affiliation 
with an American giant. 

— Undertaking moves to 
salvage some of the troubled 
state-owned enterprises. 

— Launching moves to 
correct the imbalances and 


process and economic 
dons with the Palest 
influenced and curbe- 
growth of the market : 
throughout the year. A 
further to investor seep 
was that capital gains 
"be subject to taxation 
changed legislation ci 
with less-than-antic; 
flow of foreign capit; 
the market. Dozens o 
panies also raised theii 
al under controlled me. 
drawing capital awa> 
the immediate trading 
In the first six mot 
the year, the foreij 
change reserves of 
plunged by over $300 
as a result of high* 
demand for foreign 
and lower-than-expe 
ward expatriate remit 
Contrary to reports a 
-gestions, the flow of 


inefficiencies. in the energy ■ currency to the West ! 
and water sectors. . . .. 

— Preparing a draft budget 
for 1995 worth JD 1.674 bil- 
lion with a JD 50 million 
deficit. The budget was 
approved unchanged by Par- 
liament in return for a gov- 
ernment undertaking to im- 
plement most of a list of 67 
recommended reforms. 

The reforms, if im- 
plemented, according to their 
proponents, would go a long 
way in correcting many 
“shortcomings" in the eco- 
nomy and their repercussions 
on the low-income group. 

The AmmaD Financial 
Market (AJFM), the Jorda- 
nian bourse that is widely 
seen as the main barometer 
for investor confidence, fared 
badly during the year. 

Uncertainties of the peace 


exchange for dina 
found to be insignifi 

The Central Bank 
dan (CBJ) said ea 
month that it had mar 
stabilise the reserves 
than the early-1993 f 
$600 million. 

That indeed is a 
from the zero reser 
the CBJ had at the 
1988, and a key indie 
the present monetai 
tion of the Kingdom • 
prompt any devalu; 
the currency. 

In fact, according 
Governor Mohammc 
Nabulsi, the dinar ca- 
a higher exchange 
against most inter 
currencies, but any 
valuation would refli 
on the Kingdom's t 


Trucks to be allowed hi 
on old road to Aqaba 


AQABA (Petra) — In 
response to truck driv- 
ers’ protests abouit un- 
safe conditions of the 
ring road around the 
port city of Aqaba, 
Minister of Transport 
Samir Kawar announced 
that trucks can will now 
be allowed to use the old 
road to Aqaba at night. 

The announcemnet 
was made following an 
inspection tour of the 
Aqaba region and the 
ring road by Mr. Kawar 
and the interior and pub- 
lic works minister. 

Trucks drivers com- 
muting between Aqaba 
and Amman last week 
staged a strike saying 
that “the death road” 
was responsible for the 
death of 21 of their col- 


leagues this year. 

In a statement 
end of his tour in A 
Mr. Kawar said 
trucks woudl be ai 
on the old road It 
into and out of . 
city betwen 8:00 
and 7:00 a.m. 

He also anno 
that the Ministry c 
lie Works will takt 
sures to improv 
conditions on tf 
kilometre ring rc 
soon as possible. 

Mr. Kawar als 
that the Coun 
Ministers will soo: 
regulations order 
trucks to reduce 
per cent the 13 
axial weight al 
under the previoi 
ulations. 


OBITUARY 

The Chechen and the North Caucasi^: 0 * 
m unity in Jordan mourn the deatf 
American photographer/journalist, 

CYNTHBA ELBAUN jj. t 

a sister who shared the death 
Chechenya. Our deepest condf 5 
family and the American pec’ 

Tel/Fax 6-8315- 







•"WUNJOM, Korea CR) 
onh Korea Friday freed 
S>. helicopter pilot it had 
for 13 days, allowing 
-o fly home to Florida for 
Year’s Day and keeping 
its nuclear deal with the 
2 d States. 

lief Warrant Officer 
’y Hall looked pale and 
a and was wearing the 
flying suit he wore 
i his helicopter went 
i in North Korea on 
17 as he crossed the 
ly fortified Korean bor- 
* 1 X 0 South Korea in the 
ing. 

icer Hall. a 20, flew to 
for a medical check-up 
iebriefing, and then left 
ie United States in the 
ig- 

sident Bill Clinton ex- 
:d his relief at Officer 
release. He said he had 
n with Officer Hall bv 
■one, and that Officer 
iad said he was well. 
Brooksville, Florida, 
r Hall's family wept 
lugged one another 
they learned he was 

is is a moment of great 
less for the American 
said U.S. Deputy 
mt Secretary of State 
is Hubbard, who was 
5 seek Officer Hall's 
in Pyongyang, and 
;d with him. 

Hubbard said the nuc- 
ct was now on track. 

: DPRK has up to now 


U.S. pilot 


faithfully implemented its 
pan of the agreed framework 
and we believe that it is in our 
interest that we do the same * 
and we are therefore pleased 
that we can now look to the 
future and implement the im- 
portant project." 

Under the accord reached 
in October, designed to eli- 
minate North Korea's ability 
to produce nuclear arms, 
Washington is to arrange the 
supply to Pyongyang of new 
nuclear reactors costing S4 
billion and interim supplies of 
fuel on. 

The two countries also 
agreed to take steps towards 
establishing normal diploma- 
tic relations. 

Mr. Hubbard said he had 
“two rather difficult days” in 
Pyongyang working for Offic- 
er Hall's release, but be had 
cut no deals. 

Pyongyang says it brought 
down the U.S. helicopter 
with one shot and Officer 
Hall’s co-pilot David Hilc- 
mon, whose body was hand- 
ed over last week, was killed 
in the crash. 

It accused the Americans 
of espionage and issued what 
it described as Officer Hall's 
confession to “OlegaJ intru- 
sion." Washington says the 
helicopter strayed across the 
border accidentally. 

Mr. Clinton also said the 
United States had given up 
nothing in the agreement that 
secured Officer Hall’s re- 
lease. 


“Chief Warrant Officer 
Hall was held for too long 
after his helicopter strayed 
off course on a routine train- 
ing mission. But we are very 
glad that he has been re- 
leased and .is now in free- 
dom," he said. 

Mr. Clinton rejected a sug- 
gestion that the deal meant 
Washington's ally. South 
Korea, would be cut out of 
future U.S. contacts with the 
North, which Seoul strongly 
resists. 

“The terms of the agree- 
ment are clear from their own 
words. We were faithful to all 
of our commitments to our 
allies and to our commit- 
ments to our own policies," 
Mr. Q in ton said. 

Mr. Hubbard said tbe Un- 
ited States had not negotiated 
for Officer Hall’s release, but 
only stated its case and ex- 
pressed its “sincere regrets" 
for the “accidental intru- 
sion." _ . - 

Pyongyang Radio, moni- 
tored in Tokyo Friday said 
North Korea agreed to return 
Officer Hall because the Un- 
ited States had “accepted our 
demand.” 

“North Korea asked for. 
and tbe United States agreed 
to. further bilateral military 
contacts to prevent incidents 
which threaten peace and 
security on the Korean penin- 
sula. 

“The United States also 
agreed to our demand to give 


ne ce ssary cooperation so thas 
unconverted prisoners of war 
(North Korean roldiers held 
by South Korea) can be re- 
turned home quickly. »; j 
said. 

In Seoul. Mr. Hubbard ex- « 
pressly denied there had been s 
or would be bilateral military j 
contacts with the North, and 
said the prisoner of war issue 1 
was for the two Korcas to * 
discuss. 

The U.S. military savs con- 
tacts between North Korean 
and U.S. army officers over 
Officer Hall were carried out 
on the U.S. side under the 
auspices of the U-N. Com- 
mand in Korea, which super- 
vises the Korean War armis- 
tice. 

White House officials said 
Mr. Clinton spoke to South 
Korean President Kim 
Young-Sam and stressed that 
the nuclear agreement was 
not altered by the arrange- 
ment freeing 'Officer Hall. 

Seoul welcomed the re- 
lease but urged Pyongyang to 
resume dialogue with the 
South to ease tensions. The 
two Korcas are still technical- 
ly at war since their 1950-53 
conflict, as no peace treaty 
has ever been signed by 
them. 

The helicopter incident 
had prompted an angry re- 
sponse from many U.S. con- 
gressmen. who said unless 
Officer Hall was freed quick- 
ly it would threaten the nuc- 
lear agreement. 


nton expects to seek reelection 


INGTON (R) — U.S. 
nt Bill Clinton, vow- 
champion his agenda 
ore his low popularity 
said Thursday be in- 
o seek reelection in 
d can see nothing that 
nake him change his 

interview with news 
repoTteis. Mr. Clin- 
I: ‘Tm just going to 
ing the very' best job I 
do my very best to 
tend to seek reelec- 
it that is not upper- 
my mind. 

at 'had been upper- 
my mind. I never 


would have taken on all these 
tough battles and all the in- 
terest groups I've taken on 
the last two years." Mr. Clin- 
ton said. 

Asked if he could think of 
“any reasons" that would 
keep him from seeking a 
second term in 1996. Mr. 
Clinton replied: “No. I have 
my health, and I’m doing a 
good job.” 

The declaration of his in- 
tentions. coming two years 
before Mr. Clinton's term 
ends, was unusual. Most in- 
cumbent presidents tend to 
qualify their plans more than 
Mr. Clinton did in the inter- 


view, often waiting until the 
year of the election before 
bluntly staring their candida- 
cy. 

In the wake of tbe Republi- 
can landslide in the Novem- 
ber congressional and guba- 
natorial elections, there has 
been speculation among 
some Democratic officials 
and political experts that Mr. 
Clinton might decide not to 
seek a second term. 

Mr. Clinton brushed aside 
the possibility that he might 
be challenged for his party's 
nomination, saying: “I don't 
know and I’m not worried 
about it.” 


idela hails an ‘epoch- making’ 1994 


iUA (AFP) — Prest- 
son Mandela Friday 
)94 as an “epoch- 
iear" for South Afrt- 
•ch saw the end of 
d and significant 
i towards redressing 
4gs of the past. 

•'re at the close of a 
saw the defeat of 
heid system, which 
tire world was 
> Mr. Mandela said 
w Year’s message 
,to journalists. 

. nation we can be 
1 for what was 
, and proud of the 
rhich we conducted 
p,” he said. 

that since the April 
'"elections the new 
( nt of national unity 
, : unified than ever 


and had made “significant 
progress/’ 

“A national consensus has 
been forged on the policy to 
bring a better fife to all South 
Africans," he said, adding 
that ail seven parries that 
made up the government of 
national unity were united 
behind the Reconstruction 
and Development Program- 
me (RDP) to wipe our the 
injustices of apartheid. 

The ANC won 62.6 per 
cent of the vote and domin- 
ates the National Assembly, 
followed by the former ruling 
National Party, the Zulu- 
based Inkarha Freedom Party 
and four other smaller par- 
ties. 

Listing his government’s 
achievements, Mr. Mandela 
said initial plans to imple- 


ment RDP projects had been 
taken and others would make 
au early sun next yea «T 

“In 1995 the government 
will adopt fiscal policies 
marking a departure from the 
days of apartheid,” he said. 
“Uplifting living conditions 
will be a priority.” 

The Constitutional court to 
promote human rights has 
been introduced, land reform 
bad begun in earnest and a 
legislative programme to ease 
the way to institutional 
change was well in hand, he 
said. 

“These achievements are a 
tribute to the glorious people 
we are,” he said. “As we 
enter this New Year I wish to 
congratulate all South Afri- 
cans on their selfless efforts 
to make this possible.” 


Cities threaten S . African ‘miracle 


JESBURG (AFP) 
eaceful end of 300 
white rule, a black 
, a new govern- 
iew flag and a new 
the world: small 
auth Africans dub- 
“The Year of the 

successfully steered 
y through the early 
the transition from 
I to multi-party 
/, however, Presi- 
■on Mandela now 
<ven more daunting 
oving the lot of the 
ling black major- 

mdela • who, com- 
L i agree, has yet to 
|| bvrong, has with his 
p <T lack of guile, 
i- lecome the most 
scrusted South Afri- 
nr ever. Inierna- 
s stature has been 
f c Mahatma Gan- 

polls show that, 

part to Mr. Man- 
^3outh Africans are 
J/ year significantly 
. juristic than they be- 

^stsas revisited much 
rim try after a decade 
al violence that left 
Hd.OOO dead, growth has 
,-Mro the economy, 
tbfprofits are begjn- 
to and foreign inves- 
during apar- 
sigi) retracing their 
wilj Ie i Africa. 
deci lesional threats 
souzi to Mangosuthu 
~irandelidraw from 
^ re the neifolti-party 
Uyj^aring internment 
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■.d in 


uniting all sectors of society 
behind Mr. Mandela’s Re- 
construction and Develop- 
ment Programme (RDP). 

The programme aims in 
five years to create 2.5 mil- 
lion jobs, build one million 
houses and electrify another 
2.5 million, provide 10 years 
of free education to all and 
redistribute 30 per cent of all 
farmland to blacks. 

After seven months, 
however, there is little con- 
crete evidence that the gov- 
ernment will come anywhere 
near meeting these targets. 

“At the moment, (the 
RDP) is little more than a 
mantra in the public mind, 
chanted in expectation of 
magical delivery," said jour- 
nalist and political commen- 
tator Alistair Sparks in a re- 
cent article. 

“For the most pan, the 
policy stage has been com- 
pleted," he added. “Now the 
policies must be im- 
plemented. It Is delivery 
time.” 

He warned that the prog- 
ramme must be restructured 
“to make some quick and 
highly visible deliveries” if 
popular expectations are not 
to reach crisis level. 

If deliveries are not forth- 
coming, he added, “the im- 
patience will grow and may 
well start developing . racist 
overtones.” eventually lead- 
ing to “the kind of racial 
confrontation that has always 
been this country’s worst- 
case scenario." 

Another commentator. 
Kaizer Nyatsumba of the 
Johannesburg Star, warned 
that a “new mood” had re- 
placed the euphoria that 
swept black townships after 
April’s historic all-race elec- 
tions brought Mr. Mandela to 


power. 

“Some people in the black 
community are beginning to 
feel they have been cheated,” 
Mr. Nyatsumba wrote, “be- 
cause there is a strong 
perception that the concerns 
of the white business com- 
munities have so for received 
priority at the expense of 
those people gave the ANC 
almost a two- thirds majority 
in the election.” 

Mr. Mandela, during the 
ANCs national conference 1 
from Dec. 17-21, denied that 
the government was pander- 
ing to whites at the expense 
of blacks, saying that the 
policy of reconciliation had 
been given priority during the 
first seven months of his gov- 
ernment in order to soothe 
long-standing racial hatreds. 

Now, however, he added, 
it was time for “visible" 
change in tbe lives of black 
people. 

Acknowledging delays in 
implementing the program- 
me, Mr. Mandela called for 
patience, saying his govern- 
ment had been saddled with 
economic problems created 
by the previous white minor- 
ity government. 

He also said the program- 
me was long-term and 
needed careful planning. 

“Ours is not a programme 
of quick handouts but one for ' 
serious and lasting trans- 
formation,” Mr. Mandela 
said. 

Commentators question, 
however, whether it is not 
already too late for .the ANC 
to avoid a backlash from the 
millions of bomehss. jobless 
and hungry when it conies to 
voting in the crucial country- 
wide municipal elections 
scheduled for next October. 


Major 
optimistic 
for U.K. 
in 1995 

LONDON (AFP'i — Prime 
Minister John Major Friday 
voiced optimism for Britain m 
1995. ascribing persistent 
economic woes to ha deci- 
sion to go for long-term 
growth rather than a popular, 
but "dangerous.’’ short-term 
fix. 

In a wide-ranging end-uf- 
year BBC interview recorded 
earlier, Mr. Major also reaf- 
firmed ht* commitment to a 
unified European, saying 
there would be no conces- 
sions to the mac Comer**- 
live Pam Eioco-rebeK who 
have dmded fra party 

“There « a sea change/' he 
said. "The high tide of feder- 
alism in Europe has been 
reached and is declining. 
There are still enthusiasts 
who will argue for it. but I do 
not myself believe that they 
will cany the day.” 

“The argument that we 
should be in Europe, fighting 
for the son of Europe we 
care about, will carry the day 
because I believe that is the 
majority view amongst the 
British people.” 

Mr. Major also said he was 
confident that lasting peace 
in Northern Ireland was at 
band, the will of the people 
to end violence serving as “a 
very powerful impetus" to- 
wards a political settlement. 

Asked about a scathing 
year of political misfortune 
that left him and his govern- 
ment at the bottom of opin- 
ion polls, Mr. Major said: 
“Politics is sometimes a bum- 
py ride. If you’re prepared to 
accept the bumps, don't go in 
for the ride." 

The current economic diffi- 
culties were the result of 
problems going back five 
years, said Mr. Major, 
adding that the fruits of re- 
covery had not yet reached 
people's pockets because the 
four per cent growth had. 
mainly gone to investment. 
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Bangladesh political crisis lumbers 
on after Zia olive branch rejected 


DHAKA { AFP) — A po fec- 
al crisis rha: bn wracked 
Bangladesh: pohtics sfpnr 
March appeared fir from re- 
solution Friday, uoppofabon 
MPs rejected an oftve breach 
held out by Prime Mtmtsrr 
Khaleda 2m. 

“We brave already sited 
for tbe govern m ent's Branc<fi- 
ate resignation and the hott- 
ing of fresh ckrtwta," m 
opposition official tott AFP. 
rejecting Mrs, Zj s offer to 
step down in 1996, 30 dtp 
before the cwn:ry‘t next 
scheduled pod*. 

Mohammad Nasua of (he 
Aw*b» League tott AFP that 
opposition MPs wosld afro 
not reconsider Aar dm re*- 
ignstion from jniiisnoS 
Wednesday, despite « |*M 
from Mtl Zaa to m e rer 
their seats “for the ttkfrd 
the country." 

Mr. Nason sxtt there had 
been do costas bet ween the 
oppos i tion and g owcr aaa ca t 
Overnight Bad das »9 pre- 
vious often from tbe rufrog 
party were "dead/* 

Government aad rebag 
party offioafe were anavra*- 
abte for o cKtm t sa Friday. 

The three tana oppoacoo 
groups Weafoeaabt beaded is 
najtgjutoo o papers from t4T 
MPs KOW g the govern- 
ment of hfa to accept a 
mac-gponA-ofeJ dranaod drat 
Mrs. Zia step down wti agree 
to new e foB MOB* uade* a 
neutral admauastioB 


Mrv Zia * offer to Rep 
prior to the 2996 efoe- 
ccca and tar sarpriae appeal 
to opposition amt 
Agamft Ac bac h i faqp of an 
opF^oftfaiai-cafled geocral 
smkc m Aa capital Thera- 
day. indafopj controversy 
ever Ac atiputoH. 

pjrttancatafy Speaker 
Stakfr Raarafc AS ** d ha 
rrcrrmJ the BMpatMa fat- 
ten bow Ac Mh m Amt 
bundles, adding that he 
would fan K> took at each 
SxoBam lo tifrk toip y dace 
she* wsre not pre t e s t e d to 
buss iri 


prmnotidcT their mod if their 
d emt adi were met by the 
government, but did not say 
£ Afa iaduded an cod to Ac 
carrem parfoKocstary crisis. 

Roact mg to news of Mrs. 
Zia ‘softer, Mr. Narim said it 
“tooraBy unpow ibte to 
accept” as the MP* had 
already tendered thwr ns- 


Bwgfadnab’i c onatiw d og 
rcquHw MPs pcsso&tBy to 
tend m man of rerigntffon 

SowreafrMpfacscnt said 
Mr Ah.wl^pwrendyQat 
d the cspli|':^rad sought 
legal advtoe C*» the coo- 
sinwn r and wo ul d r eturn 
here Saturday to give bis 
ruimg. 

Tbe toerco afro said some 
opporitioa MPs had con- 
(jradMr Ah after Ae mass 
rmgwaoop cxsrawmg a do- 
unr to keep Arar scan. 

Of the 147 MPs. oaty the 
rcufnitftifi of Safanddin 
Qadtf Cbowdtary, from At 
Saorerai Dem ocr a tic Patty, 
was accepted a# he personalty 
gsw aorie* to Mr. AM. 

A* am* team leader 
Sfro&h Haem* Wtjed said 
Thursday that the MPs wotrid 


Tbe reaction by At focal 
prat Friday to the pctitieal 
nupwMc wupestimbtic. with 
Ac Star daily saying m an 
editorial that the naA» had 
bean plunged “into a fathom- 
tea pit of uncertainty. " 

"The fating is one of 
befog fod up to a pasture of 
hope and then nttdenfy we 
m the ladder (doomed) to 
fafl ” h md. 

But An Bangladesh Otacr- 
ref for ita pan said it hoped 
“the process of didogw 
aimed ax « reaso nab le rota- 
tion of Ac pro blem will be 
revived fo a spirit of give and 
take.” 

“Both tbe government and 
Ac parties m opposition owe 
a great deal to Ac people 
whose fundamental rights 
and interests should not only 
be protected but advanced 
with positive acoona,” it md. 

Tm pobtfcal standoff be- 
gan with an opposition 
Boycott of parliament in 
March, with each tide Ac 
ocher of tinbag efforts » end 
the crim. 


Bardot quits 

Saint-Tropez 

TOl'i.OS. France (AFP} - 
French kiku jnd smnral 
rights, campaigner Hngine 
Hitdoi uni IhurWat vhe w 

ouuting Saint-Tropes* the* 
French n«era fishing village 
her pfcscncc transformed 
into a playground of the rK*h 
and faroouv Bardot toto a 
new^ conference that her 
Pans-hjvcd animal rights 
foundation now iiu»k up »o 
much omc that it was a hand- 
icap tar her to he so far away 
Besides. “SAiM-Fropc* n no 
longer Stint-Trope* for me." 
she said, adding: '’Everything 
has changed too much.” A 
victim of tw own auaxsa, 
Stint-Tn>pei is now a manner 
for backpairkerv and the 
budget end o< the hobday 
market. Bardot walked out 
«» Sam»«Tfv>pe/ tat June 
amtd a highly-publicised row 
with Mayor Jean- Michel 
Couve. vowing not to return 
until he left office, in protest 
at the couneilV deowon to let 
one of to halls to a hunters' 
convention . Reports Mid Mr . 
Couve frad finally managed 
to mollify her by seeking her 
advice on what to do about 
Ac pigeons that were becom- 
ing a pest in the town. She 
spent Christmas with her hus- 
band Bernard d'Ormti and 
friends at her villa at La 
Mafraguc on Ac outskirts of 
Samt-Tropes. and compered 
am “Animate’ Christmas" at 
nearby Hyerts Thursday. She 
made a plea for homes for 
neglected animate ami cam- 
paigned for fow-cost sterilisa- 
tion of animate to stop the 
procreation of unwanted 
p<» 

Row erupt* after 
no winner* in 
Manila filmiest 

MANILA iR) — Judges at 
an annual Philippine Film 
Festiv al have refined to hand 
Out award for bc« picture 
and director, saying none of 
the entries were good 
enough. Mano Hernando, a 
film critic and one of the 
judges, told a television Ma- 
rion Wednesday that ail six 
films faded to make a mark. 
“We wanted to rend a mes- 
sage to the producers that the 
quality of the movies should 
be improved. They should 
not make films ju» for the 
sake of pomopaung This 
has been the weakest filmiest 
m terms of quality." he said. 
Only the awards for best 
actor and aare*& were hand- 
ed out to virtual unknowns. 


CIA director Wooisey resigns — Clinton 1 Phthppuie films, frequently 

° i made on the cheap, are rym- 


WASHTNGTON (R) — naBscmrd for some time, and 


Pranks* BSI Cfotoa fan 
announced that General In- 
telligence Agency (CIA) 
Director James Woohcy bad 
resigned, jttfa 

A pmr Ui rekaaed by 
the WlasJfaK said Mr. 
CHmon ffHr accepted with 
regret Mr.^ootecy's resigna- 
tion and praised bb accom- 
pfishments in a dv az x io g Ac 
transfonxutkm of U.S. in- 
teffigeace in Ae aftermath of 
the cold war. 

The announce: 
not entirely a 
Washington. Mr. 
resignation b 


sporak had drop p ed at the 
agency after Ac scandal taj- 
roe xa ng Aldrich Ames, a 
C3A owfryte convicted of 


men* fap naa in Ac critical 
are* of eowriJMfotrUigcace. 

“Jim Wootay deserves the 
gratitude of aB Americans for 
faatotttoowcowmy. He 
bat my deep appreciation. 


spying for 

Wootay b» boa » Pra * d “ i 

A thc teponaoe chu iotelt 


hv. C&noii also reiterated 



Mr. Qi i nio o said in the ttate- 
mexa. 

“He has takes initiatives to 
streamline a atfefo farove coct- 
reOectteHHrms, im- 
of both 
and 
manage- 



the world. 

“I remain committed to 
enanring that (CIA em- 
ployees) have the support, 
resources and leadership* 
needed to continue their out- 
standing service to Aeir 
county, be said. 


Truce violatrons H>orted in Liberia 


MONROVIA (AFP) — Re- 
newed clashes between 
Liberia's armed factions were 
reported less than 24 hours 
after a ceasefire came into 
effect to end five years of civil 
war, U.N. sources said Fri- 
day. 

However, a U.N. official 
put tbe incidents down to a 
“communication problem" 
and said there was “no need 


for alarm” as some fighrers 
i iw w*«uiwm. | may not yet know about the 
“My concern has always j ceasefire. 

i^n tvfiof tc rioht f Ae *Ua • PIm.L. 


been what is right for Ae 
country and that is Ae way 
we will determine future poli- 
cy,” he said. 


Clashes were reported 
Thursday in the southeastern 
Rivercess County between 
Charles Taylor’s National 


Patriotic From (NPFL) and 
tbe Liberia Peace Council 
(LPC)£ several hours after 
the ceasefire took effect at 
midnight Wednesday. . ’ 

Eadb faction has blamed 
Ae other for Ae incident. An 
LPC official claimed “the 
ceasefire had to be broken" 
due to an '^unprovoked 
attack” by NPFL gunmen. 
But NPFL officiate said the 
LPC launched the attack 
across a major highway. 

Fighting between the two 
factions has afro been re- 
ported in the southeastern 
Grand Basra County, accord- 
ing to military sources in the 


capital. 

The NPFL has dashed with 
Roosevelt Johnson’s Krahn 
wing of the United Libera- 
tion Movement (ULIMO) at 
Bong Mines, 75 kilometres 
(45 miles) north of Monrovia. 
Johnson confirmed the report 
but said he had told his men 
to respect the ceasefire. 

Under Ae ceasefire agree- 
ment reached in Ghana, 
which currently chairs Ae 
Economic Community of 
West African States (ECO- 
WAS). Liberia’s warlords are 
to continue informing Aeir 
figjhters about Ac ceasefire 
until Jan. 11. 


European Union becomes 15 on Jan. 1 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — When 
Austria, Finland and Sweden 
join Ae European Union 
(EU) on New Year’s Day, 
raising EU membership to IS 
nations, Ae community will 
stretch from the Atlantic to 
the Hungarian border and 
from Ae Peloponnesus to tbe 
Arctic Code. 

Unlike in 1986, when Por- 
tugal and Spain joined, the 
new enlargement entails 
much more ambitions aims: 
to create a real union winch 
has its own foreign policy «nrf 
joint security, pins a single 
currency, before the end of 
the century in keeping wiA 
tbe Maastricht Treaty. 

The new grouping wiA 
more than 370 million people 
wQl from the start comprise 
an economic area without in- 
ternal borders, with freedom 
of movement for capital, 
goods and services. 

In an initial phase due to 


start soon, there will be free- 
dom of movement for people 
without identity checks 
among seven countries, Bei- 
gfom, France, Germany. 
Luxembourg, the NeAcr- 
lands. Portugal and Spam. 

It took almost 10 years to 
arrange for Portuguese tad 
Spanish entry, but cegoefa- 
bons with the three newcom- 
ers took barely one year. 

They are strong 
with a strong democratic 
tradition and are leadeaLm 
social security and protection 

of Ae environment. 

Having to accept EU reg- 
uteuons posed no protfom. 
On Ae contrary, their arrival 
ought to impel the 12 to nfake 
up for lost time, partiojiriy 

in environmental martST 

A four-year transitional 
penod has been set to adapt 
cU legislation iq the blfrcr 
standards of Ae new mem- 
bers. 



For trade and. the eco- 
nomy. the newcomers’ mem- 
berahipof the Eungpean Eco- 
nomic Area along, with Ice- 
land. Lfocbtcnstetaand Nor- 
way has greatly tedfitated en- 
try to Ae EU singfi big mar- 
ket. Tl 

Agriculture aad^regiona] 
aid were Ae tou^HSt items 
on Ae agenda, requiring 
marathon negotiation* early 
this year. 

To avoid too prinfcl a 
shock to Aeir fxnntifr, who 
get payments op to tigfce the 
rate of EU comxnqfa agri- 
coftural policy tarifb,«Htria 
and Finland aro#cing 
allowed to continual pay- 
ments for a while, ofo de- 
creasing scale. 2 ? 

Swedes has 
justed its farm 
tern and win get 
co mpen sation in 
Of its efforts. 


oemetupy - 



In the battles for regional 
ad, Finland sought massive 
EU help for most of its terri- 
toxy. arguing that tbe Finnish 
summer lasts only some 
weeks and Aat it needed help 
to avoid desertification of the 
regions adjoining Russia 
along 1,300 kilometres (805 
miles) of joint border. 

It won a promise of special 
aid for regions of low popula- 
tion density, and, with 
Sweden, for Arctic regions. 

Arifatia was given conces- 
sions, for a transitional 
period, to continue subsidies 
for mountain fanning and to 
r pffrtet heavy lorry traffic 
fmn eteewhorc on its roads. 

Damjte their traditional 
neutrality! the Aree new 
membert fc* 00 problems 
wiA foreign po^cy and joint 
security, smee Acre is cur- 
rently litil® enthusiasm 
uxtoat Ac other members for 
joint action In those spheres. 


rally comedy or action tales 
that gtartty valence. The de- 
arion of the jurors Tuesday 
evening, which left movie 
producers and directors 
speechless, came a few 
months after a scandal rock- 
the intrigue-ridden Philip- 
pine industry. Actress Ruffa 
Gutierrez, powerful movie 
manager Lolii Solis and two 
other actors are tm trial ac- 
cused of plotting to rig 
awards for best actor and 
actress in another film festiv- 
al in June. Gutierrez. Solis 
and another actor deny fraud 
charges over the alleged 
switch of envelopes contain- 
uTgthe names of Ae winners. 
Officials of an auditing com- 
pany which counted the bal- 
lots of the judge on Tuesday 
night stood behind the pre- 
senters to make sure the right 
name was announced. 

Royal Navy 
offers sailors 
wine 

LONDON (R) - Sailors in 
Britain's Royal Naw can now 
switch Aeir daily drink ration 
from beer to wine. One of the 
reasons cited for the decision 
is the presence of 40.0(X> 
WRENS in the Navy. The 
move, announced in the navy 
newspaper, won immediate 
plaudits. One woman serving 
on Ae aircraft camei Ark 
Royal said: “Most of the girls 
prefer wine. It’s more fcm«. 
nine. In I9"l). the navy 
dropped a 300- year mid tradi- 
tion of giving sailors a dailv 
tot of run. 

Mother of 12 
denied French 
big family medal 

PARIS <R) _ A French- 

S55 n *K ,,h 12 chUdrcn 

hirH d K the tf l ' vcr nincni of 
hard-heanedness tor refusing 

morhf 1 ' d °? Cd;tl aw »dcd to 
KS™* families. 
Soionge Clarenn. 73. had five 
of her children before she 

ma, r#f^ l ^ cir foAer — iJis- 
quahfymg her from getting 

mt. 

mother... m> . ,. hlW ? ^ 
no « nw „ to repSS, 
done wh.,i 1 


te!evk»M ■ 4 f *»nee s i f- 

French region „f *5 n V** n 
Moseiu sw n of Mcurthc ct 


— — IKMUty ft-, * . 

I RawB^ina nK injured cotieamie n« I 1 ann^,;/.* 
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i^ose presses on with 


truce riiission 


SARAJEVO (R\ TiintMi 

Nations chiefs in Bosnia Fri- 

rtf t CSSed ahead with 
Persuade the war- 
njg facuons to agree a four- 
month ceasefire aimed at 
the way to a political 
s^ement of the 33-month 

JirLt U , £ « nant " Genera > Sir 
f««iael Rose, commander of 
UJN forces in Bosnia, held 
nearly three hours of-talks in 
Sarajevo with Bosnian Vice- 
President Ejup Ganic and 
other members of the 
Mushm-led government. 

His immediate superior 
General Bertrand De Lap- 
resle, was planning an appeal 
to rebel Serbs in Croatia in an 
attempt to bring them into a 
ceasefire process they have so 
far ignored. 

Gen. Rose's discussions in 
the Bosnian capital were in- 
tended to hammer out re- 
maining details of the cease- 
fire deal, under which U.N. 
troops would police buffer 
zones between the Bosnian 
Serb and Bosnian govern- 
ment forces. 

United Nations spokesman 
Alex Ivanko told reporters 
more talks might be needed 
to finalise matters. 

“Another meeting may be 
necessary to facilitate the full 
text of the cessation of hosti- 
lities agreement,” he - said, 
but added: “UNPROFOR 
(the U.N. Protection Force) 
still believes an agreement 
can be signed tomorrow or 
Sunday.” 

The proposed four-month 
ceasefire was the result of 
freelance peace mission to* 
Bosnia earlier this month by 
former U.S. President Jimmy 
Carter. 

Mr. Carter negotiated a 
seven-day Christmas cease- 
fire which stopped most of 
the fighting in Bosnia except 


Presidential 
poll will 
hamper 
France’s 
EU role 

np» 

PARIS (AFP) — France’s six 
months in the EU chair start- 
ing on New Year's Day will 
be made more problematic 
by the election, due in April 
and May, of a successor to 
President Francois Mitter- 
rand. 

As president of the Euro- 
pean Council, France will 
have to handle the arrival of 
Austria, Finland and 
Sweden, bringing European 
Union (EU) membership to 
15 states, and work with a 
new EU Commission headed 
by newcomer Jacques Santer 
of Luxembourg, successor to 
the long-serving Jacques De- 
lons of France. 

To offset the vagaries of 
domestic politics, the govern- 
ment here has for some 
months already been coordi- 
nating work schedules with 
the outgoing Germans and 
the Spaniards who will take 
over the presidency in mid- 
year. 

The watchword of the 
French stewardship would be 
continuity. Foreign Minister 
Alain Juppe said. 

Government and diploma- 
tic sources also expect the 
French to find time for their 
pet concerns of relations with 
Mediterranean states, secur- 
ity in Europe, and European 
cultural identity. 

The timetable drawn up by 
Paris for meetings of the EU 
council of ministers is blank 
for six weeks in April and 
May because of the French 
presidential . poll, with voting 
hi two rounds on April _3 and 
May 7. 

The winner will have pre- 
cious little time to be briefed 
on chairing the EU heads of 
state and government summit 
in Cannes on the Riviera at 
the end of June, when there 
will be an end-of-term report 
on the French tenure. 

European Affairs Minister 
Alain Lamassoure admitted 
the overlapping of European 
dates and French domestic 
affairs "will incontestably 
pose problems for is.” 

Prime Minister Edouard 
Balladur, favourite in the 
opinion polls to win the pres- 
idential race, will be expected 
to conduct government busi- 
ness as usual, while Mr. Jup- 
pe is heavily involved in 
promoting the 
prospects of Mr. Bahadurs 
rival Jacques Chirac, mayor 

° f Thedecision of the Social- 
ist Delors not to run 
considerably lessened n^sof 

direct confrontation beween 

proponents and foes of the 
^federal” Europe so dear to 
M? Delora when he was m 

taJ* But debate on the 

future structure of Europe 
remains open- 



Santa Claus gives New Year gift-parcels to children in a 
of the theatre employees (AFP photo) 


Sarajevo theatre, in a traditional delivery prepared for children 


for the Bihac enclave where 
Croatian Serb and rebel Mus- 
lim forces joined attacks on 
government troops. 

The seven-day truce was 
intended to allow time for 
talks on the wider, four- 
month ceasefire. 

Gen. Rose and Bosnian 
Serb military commander 
General Ratko Mladic said 
after a meeting Thursday that 
they still hoped to meet the 
scheduled Jan. 1 deadline for 
signing the ceasefire agree- 
ment. 

Commenting on Gen. 
Rose's talks in Pale, Mr. 
Ivanko said: "Significant 
progress was made ui recon- 
ciling the draft cessation of 
hostilities agreement. An 


amalgamated text was agreed 
upon with the Bosnian Serb 
authorities.” 

He said Gen. Rose then 
met Mr. Ganic and' other 
Bosnian, officials in Sarajevo 
and presented them with, the 
revised text of the cessation 
of hostilities agreement. 

Mr. Ivanko added: “The 
Bosnian govern merit also 
provided UNPROF£® with 
its own draft of $|||h an 
agreement based cwB^^wous 
UNPROFOR di^KUN- 
PROFOR is now c||nparmg 
these two drafts aneftrying to 
work out a common docu- 
ment.” 

The Bosnian government 
has said it wants an end to 
fighting in the northwestern 


^Bosnian enclave of Efihac be- 
fore it will agree the deal. 

The United -Nations 
pledged to make efforts to 
bring the Croatian Serbs, 
who are not a party to the 
truce and who *bave been 
attacking the Bihac endave, 
into the ceasefire process. 
Gen. De Lapresle, the 
U.N. military com- 
pnner Yugosla- 
’ it rebel Croa- 
eir beadquar- 


mm 


said: “General 
De Laprcsfe is planning 'to 
visit Knin where he will meet 
local Arab authorities to try 
to convince them to respect 
the letter and spirit of the 
ceasefire agreement to. which 
they are not signatories. 


"UNPROFOR would like 
to stress the ceasefire con- 
tinues to hold although viola- 
tions are still being reg- 
istered.” 

Major Herve Gourmelon, 
a U.N. military spokesman, 
said: "The area was very 

3 uiet throughout the day as 
ie» ceasefire continues to 
take effect. The Bihac pocket 
is still the most active area, 
especially around Velika Kla- 
dnsa.” 

He said there had been 26 
confirmed ceasefire viola- 
tions across Bosnia over the 
past 24 hours, six determined 
to be of joint responsibility, 
four the fault of the Bosnian 
government army and 16 
assessed as the fault of the 
Bosnian Serb Army. 


Aftershocks hit quake- stricken Japanese city 


HACHINOHE, Japan (R) 
— Strong aftershocks from a 
powerful earthquake rum- 
bled through northern Japan 
Friday and were predicted to 
continue as residents rushed 
to clean up before the New 
Year hoKaay, ... 

Shoppers buying in for the 
holiday filled the streets Of 
central Hachinohe, a fishing 
port 400 kilometres north of 
Tokyo, which suffered wide- 
spread damage when a major 
quake struck off Japan's Paci- 
fic coast late Wednesday 
night. 

As cleanup operations con- 


tinued around the clock, city 
officials said they were wor- 
ried by seismologists’ predic- 
tions that aftersnocks 
measiiringashighassevenon 
the Open-ended Ricbter.Scale 
- could occur -- for -thej next 

.-month - . - 

' $ 

‘TnFnot certain as - to the 
scientific basisjgrf the predic- 
tion, but as iFwas made by 
experts, I feel worried,” 
Hachinohe Mayor Nobno 
• Nakasato told reporters after 
a government Earthquake 
Protection Agency Thursday 
forecast further tremors. 

“We’re working all out to 


restore calm for-our citizens, 
but our opponent is nature.” 
said the visibly jtired Nakasa- 
'.to. S 

; Japan’s Meteorological 
^Agency reported a total, of 
'^^:'Bfteishocte|as!f<rf s ^ariy- 
“riday. - - 

. \^3nesday’S“Xjraker winch 
measured 7.5 on the opeiH 
ended Richter scale, ' killed 
two people and: badly dam- 
aged bouses, roads and rail- 
way sites around Hachinohe. 
Some 30,000 households in 
the city were still wjjteut 
water Friday. HachinqmKas 
a population of 420.0WH: 


The mayor asked the 
national government to help 
tackle damage which dty offi- 
cials predicted would exceed 
17 billion yen (S170 million). 

Police said the final casual- 
ty ,tpD from^e?. quake - was 
—28iLpeqpl<^:all JuiLthcee^Of 
.wtain were in,, Hachinohe,. 
aha outlying areas of Aomori 
prefecture. The two people ' 
killed in the quake died when 
a pachinko (pinball) parlour 
collapsed. 

Seismologists said the ear- 
thquake was probably trig- 
gered by slippage of tectonic 
plates along the huge trend] 
known as the "Japan Deep”. 


Rao ousts challenger from campaign committee 


NEW DELHI (R) — Indian 
Prime Minister P.V. Nara- 
simha Rao axed challenger 
Arjun Singh from the Con- 
gress Party’s Campaign Com- 
mittee for February’s state 
polls and signalled an immi- 
nent shake-up, party leaders 
said Friday. 

Mr. Singh, a powerful par- 
ty leader who had been in- 
cluded in all key campaign 
decisions so far, was kept out 
of the 26-member committee 
that will devise campaign 
strategy in five states voting 
in February, they said. 

Congress, which lost power 
in three of four states that 
voted last month, feces se- 
rious challenges in the up- 
coming elections. 

“Major changes in the par- 
ty are due,” Congress 
spokesman Ved Prakash told 
Reuters. “A reorganisation 
of the Congress (National) 


Reuters. “A reoraanisation 
of the Congress (National) 
Committee is coming up.” 
Mr. Rao told the Times Of 


India in an . interview pub- 
lished Friday that b &alan ned 
to change the presi^»T“ [lie 
party in the south 
Tamil Nadu and sa l mBbr 
states. 

It said he was bfl pj y to 
reshuffle his rataneaBSHew 
Year's Day. 

The recent election defeats 
were compounded by file res- 
ignation last week of Mr. 
Singh, the. human resource ; 
development minister, who " 
criticised Mr. Rao's lead-' 
ershtp for betraying the in- 
terests of the poor and minor- 
ities. traditional Congress 
supporters. 

In his ' resignation letter, 
Mr. Singh said: “Adhodsm 
and arbitrariness add the will 
to impose one’s oWn deci- 
sions on partymeriin various 
states has totally^ paralysed 
the initiatives that partymea_ 
take, and reduced the party ■' 
to a state -of- inertia." 


Several party leaders, 
while seeking' disciplinary ac- 
tion arai afifiM r. Singh for 
y the issues 
evaot. 
ed certain 
e to apply 
” Shared 
ief minister of 
a state, saih after 
Mr. Singh’s resignation. 

Other ministers, plagued 
by scandals, also resigned last 
week, weakening Mr. Rao's 
position stightfy ahead ofithe 
February elections that /fere 
only a year' away from pie 
central polls ‘due in etitiy 
1996. > 

r. m 

Mr. Rao, pressured by Me. 
Singh and the opposition, re- 
moved Health 'Minister It 
Shankaranand and Juniof 
Rural Development Minister 
Ramesbwar Thakur, both; 
criticised by a parliamentary ' 

E robe into a 1992 $1.28- ' 
ilh'on stock market scandal,. -■ 


Food Minister Kalpnath 
Rai, blamed in an official 
probe into a sugar import 
scandal, lost his job. The 
resignation of Civil Supplies 
Minister A.K. Antony, who 
also 'quit over the sugar scan- 
dal, has not yet been 
accepted. 

In his resignation letter, 
Mr. Singh criticised the cur- 
rent economic reform prog- 
ramme initiated by Mr. Rao 
in 1991. 

“A perception has 
emerged that liberalisation of, 
economic policy perhaps has 
become liberalisation of cor- 
ruption,” he wrote. 

Uttar Pradesh party chief 
Narain Dutr Tiwari said Mr. 
Rao should address himself 
“seriously” to the issues Mr. 
Singh raised: "What we need 
is a new look Congress Par- 
ty,” he said after Mr. Singh 
resigned. 


Spanish row over anri- ETA operations deepens 


MADRID (R) — Spain’s 
minority Socialist govern- 
ment faced growing pressure 
Friday to respond to allega- 
tions that it masterminded 
illicit operations against Bas- 
que guerrilla sympathisers in 
tiie 1980s. 

The Justice and Interior 
Minister, Juan Alberto Bel- 
loch, told a special session of 
the parliamentary committee 
which monitors his depart- 
ment: “We must respect the 
judicaii process and assume 
the innocence of those in-, 
volved.” 

But Antonio Romero Of 
the United Left Movement 
calld Mr. Belloch’s presenta- 
tion to the committee “empty 
of content” and Popular Par- 
ty spokesman Francisco 
Alvarez Cascos said the gov- 
ernment had to explain what 
h knew about the situation. 

The arrest last week of 
Julian Sancristobal, a former 
head of state security who is 
suspected of Hnks with the 
shadowy anti-teironst L!- 
beration Group (GAL), b lew 

up into a political awn that 
has provoked opposition calls 
for an early general election 


and caused turfnofl in ner- 
vous financial markets. 


Press intei 
fonder police 
rronvicted m 
(activities sou; 
two ex-cabix 


ws by two 
n who were 
>1 of GAL 
to implicate 
of involve-' 


ment. Ont&of the ex- 
ministers, JqS&Barnonuevo, 
Who once h£0 the interior 

r folio, hs&said be will sue 
libel. M. 


■ Opposi 

nans said 

ment reti 
could bii 
Minister.- 
Mr. Belle 
appear iig 
ter tbe j 
allies i tt j j 


sitym p arli amen ta- 
j Enpay that govera- 
me&ce over GAL 
>£§pire on Prime 
J^lipe Gonzalez, 
kxii was obliged to 
njjariianient only af- 
Sdalists’ Catalan 
jPrtjpment insisted., 
iipay to yon, Mr. 
||iat if the judges 
cristobal, it will 

condemnation 
pez,” Mr. Alvarez 

Jrobe into GAL, 
itreen 1983 and 1987 
E-people in a secret 
sfA (Basque Home- 
rj^eedom), followed 
[of corruption scan- 
\ have progressively 
d Mr. GonaIezVl2- 


yearold premiership. 

BnGMr. Bel loch, wbo -as 
a Basque country judge in the 
1980sgwas among those who 
most fiercely attacked GAL 
activi^es, denied the govern- 
ment swas obstructing mves- 
tigarions and promised full 
cooptation withm^the con- 
sfe®H&.of the law. "My task 
is to nferince you this minis- 
try wspcollaborate fully with 
judg es** fae said, recaDmg the 
case ^^efore the courts. 

Hep say that in his opin- 
ion “^published interviews 
with-^^ner Bilbao Police 
Clrie^pse Amedo and ex- 
Inspe^r Miguel Dominguez 
were ^ntradictory- But, he 
addeefgjMiis was up . to the 
judgespb assess. 

Mr^®&onzalez, at a news 
conference Thursday, denied 
any gc^rnment involvement 
in GA^ctivities. “Let this 
be on^^d for all defer, so 
as nbfgft have to keep on 
insistnlgF he said. 

Ksf&onfe offered scant 
reassu ^ ce to financial mar- 
kets TprsdaV, though stock 
and ttKyaJuf of the peseta 
steadi ^priday in what deal- 
ers casj] a technical reac- 


EI Pais, m an editorial Fri- 
day, said Mr. Gonzalez had 
been convindng at the news 
conference, but added that 
be could be in danger of 
losing credibility in the eyes 
ob.the general public. 

“The political situation is 
so^serious that many, and 
from diverse backgrounds,' 
axefenging early elections or 
the^rime minister’s resigna- 
tion^ 1 it said. 

Under these circumst-. 
ancesiit added that Mr. Gon- 
zalez^ himself should appear 
in parliament to give a full 
account 

Opposition leader Jose 
Mana -Aznar said Mr. Gon- 
zalez had lost the capacity to 
govern and he urged that a 
general election be called 
within six months. But he 
again rejected a call for a 
motion of censure as it would 
not prosper. 

Catalan leader Jordi Pujol,’ 
in a newspaper interview 
Thursday, said he was not 
withdrawing the parliamen- 
tary support of his Con- 
veigenda I Unio’s 17 seats, 
which give the Socialists a 
one-seat majority in the low- 
er bouse. 
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| Urban projects with care 


‘ ] H3S ROYAL Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
J5 said it right. Any urban development project 
should focus first on its human dimension. These 
3 projects should provide people with homes that 
j would cater for the needs of modern-day living, 
I they should provide for shopping space, and they 
| should include parks and playgrounds for adults 
■ and chil dren. 

It is unfortunate that most of our cities, 
l including Amman, do not provide any of the 
f required facilities to any satisfying degree, 
r, More and more young Jordanians grow in 
need of new homes every year. The demand for 
) housing is so strong that prices and rents .are 
/ constantly going up. There are still so many 
. extended families crammed under the same roof. 

> Decent urban housing projects are in dire 
j need. More than a decade has passed since the 
:■ budding of a major housing project like that of 

• Aba Nnsseir. 

Meanwhile, the capital city is expanding rapid- 
ly and steadily, but, unfortunately, only west- 
wards, eating up fertile land that most approp- 
riately coaid be a major agricultural resource. 
Meanwhile, the authorities, the Amman Greater 
Municipality and other municipal councils in the 
Kingdom seem unable to control this expansion. 

* Nor are they being able to provide proper 
services for many of ti*r n-ew shopping and 

. , residential areas that are changing the landscape 
of the country. Worst of afi, the authorities seem 
unable, or unwilling, to solve problems that face 
•the thousands of children who spend the day 
; chasing their footballs in the streets to the shoots 
and hoots of angry drivers. 

Amman, for example, has thousands of empty 
tats that could be used either fear construc ti ng 
' apartment-buildings or children’s playgrounds. 

•• We suggest that the municipality that has for 
the last year been busy widening streets to cater 
;?or cars’ needs to pay some attention to the 
/genuine requirements of the thousands of chil- 
fdren who are deprived of basic leisure and sport 
facilities, such as playgrounds and parks. These 
are an essential component of a decent urban life. 

, Furthermore, all these projects that the Am- 
-ssasa municipality and. other councils talk of 
Should be debated before they are put into effect 
land before we wake np to the warnings of other 
blunders like that of the Ministry of Interim* 
I junction that cost millions of dinars and toiled to 
meet its objective. 

• Finally, more and more “urban” people 
. should be involved in the planning and execution 
i)f civil projects to ensure a truly more urban, 
land healthy, environment for our children and 
adults alike. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


{ OWING TO pressure from Arab and Israeli protesters, 
i e Israeli authorities have finally decided to rail off the 
instruction of a settlement near A1 Khader village near 
sthlehem on the occupied West Bank, said A1 Ra’i Daily, 
impressing sastisfaction over the Israeli government’s 
■,-cision, the paper hoped that similar moves would be 
Jade to deal with the scores of other Jewish settlements 
String the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. All the Jewish 
(dements set up on Arab land are illegal and have been 
! ndemned by the world community, but it is regrettable 
at the successive Israeli governments resort to building 


ttiements in .order to appease the extremist Zionists and 
n votes in the parliamentary elections, added the paper, 
messing that the construction of Jewish settlements runs 
. intrary to all peace agreements with the Arabs, the paper 
.d that expansion of the existing settlements or the 
,iation of new ones tend to undermine the peace process 
: th the Palestinians. The paper said that the Israeli 

S -nment ought to take corrective steps by reducing the 
nee of Jewish settlers on Arab lands and pulling 
feeti troops from occupied territories so as to pave the 
’^y for a lasting peace. 

F jMMENTING on the daily carnage on the roads of 
l "dan, a columnist in A1 Ra’i daily said that the present 
:s concerning traffic seem unsatisfactory to stop the road 
1 Indents or prevent reckless driving. Not only do these 
■ *Vnts take their toll on human life but they also cost the 
l 'fcy millions of dinars in damaged property, said 
Mahadin. The writer said not only do the police 
ar } \ illow the heavy trucks and buses to race along the 
. \jhways, causing one accident after another, but 
a ? n ‘ Vafl to stop reckless drivers or those vehicles which 
than \ >j 0u s fumes which tend to pollute the atmos- 
y ' ha \ writer farther criticised the traffic police for 
Vts who stop their cars outside a drag store to 
\>r to purchase urgent requirements for home 
1-affic police tend to ignore those motorists 
L madmen endangering the lives of other 


THE HIJACK of an Air France airier 

four European priests in Aigcml«iwcck 

blows to Muslim efforts to repair the d «naged “?***• 

Islam. Notwithstanding the diplomatic L-SS 

Muslim leaders from the West and East 

standing of the fact that extremism a not an Wamm wayo« 

life, the reality remains that the average non-Muslim in the 

street would go by what he or she reads m ^ “W** 

and see and hear on the electronic media. And iisn 

understatement that what the media projects today of 

Tciam and M uslims is little dose to the realities of what the 

Islamic faith advocates and what Islam stands for. 

While one could not pinpoint the source of the sudocn 
escal ation of the phenomenon widely dubbed as Islamic 
extremism in the last three years, one could definitely took 
at the bombing of the World Trade Centre m New > ork 
and the alleged conspiracy charges against a dozen or more 
Arab Muslims in the U.S- as a major landmark in the 
efforts of enemies of Islam to portray the faith ® espousing 
terrorism. The series of attacks carried .oat by Middle 
Eastern groups dearly aimed at undermining the Arab- 
Israeli peace pr o cess added vivid colours to the monstcrous 
fnwiy- that M am acquired in the West. By and large, this 
image was and is also part of the weak Arab postion in 
peace negotiations with Israel. 

We in Jordan had seen ft coming deca des ago. All wc 
have to do is to recall the words of our leadership and 
intellectuals in the latter half of the century. Everyone of 
them hac been warning that frustration over the failure to 
secure their legitimate rights, whether in the Middle East 
or elsewhere, and the sense of social injustice coopted with 
squalid living conditions in many parts of the Mushm 
World were poshing M uslim s towards extremism. But 
then, such a course of events was not limited to Muslims; it 
is a natural phenomenon that is applicable to every human 
being who finds his or her rights being trampled upon, 
social injustice perpetrated by tire state and children being 
denied their basic rights to enough food to survive let atone 
education and proper health services. 

Algeria can be described as a classic case where the 
people were denied any means to express their fury and 


frarencinr for many ftnrx The %ymm there «lii sot ft&e* 
much polixai p w n n a aoo Q on the pan H the people 
except the pr groups U the aaoua- 
nxttUsk* cf tire frustration (fctf m «* m tire '-^caBed food 
rates at Aigma m 1988*8"? Smfy. the mirnssy of the 
violence ifea: wc t*w ss Algcna reflected the ft&ser 

ai the people . Had there been My means erf wgruftcaaee lor 
tire Aigemc people to express (tear renbmesa aarf 
reject** of uxutl mjwSaae, then I fee Strength trf the votcra 
from the Algerian streets that we beard wuuld have ben 
mudi more obj ec t iv e aid balanced. 

Indeed, pobocil paraopaaoa. m all rentes trf the word*. 
_lso means axsuca {or people to speak their mind and 
come together so corre ct tire rmbatroec* m the society. 
That is rax of s be super safety valve? for the surufeaj eta 
waafiry. It «na tire sfaor tugh tc d n m of the rqinci la 
Algcna and dsewbere wirerc we find extremum rearing ha 
ugly bead that has ted to tire present uruxnoa. Owe 
crop * ? , bad there bees a Urge measure of personal 
freedoms and pabtxal pterahsco m there o.um&trex, wc 
would set bare wnaesred tire painful tiespuahte e rec ts 
reared go Mgcna last week. 

That docs not, m any my, josafr the path of cxtiembm 
and bloodshed adopted by haidbac Islxrruc sy oops m 
Aiprrj S3 oe to titer quest forward. For one thing, k t* 
du; that these groups ate a t aa orgy when it comes to 
&a* advocacy to take vp anas asamat tbc state, tire votes 
that they garnered us the Branded deebom ;n W do noc 
cost: for ara e fe if cac were to uttc t pe ct that xs a d&n that 
eaoyorre who cast b» or her votes is ioppor: .'i’txhlamic 
Saha :sa Froot OFXSji wppom the bloody car-pug* waged 
by tire groep apms the g o vern ment. There only 
rcQcc.cd tire tksst of tire Algerian people lor * change 
from lire decades of icwgoora they nsffeted They hoped 
for tiu: change m tbc Idansc idoology. which was and a 
very mdsgcuoen and with w foc b the' were very 

famibr. V. was and s tire rwmed mvdfitttaus'ns of vvAm w 
thar s alien to ibM xteofogy 9m an strange to the Algerian 
society today. 

Indeed, there are many e x p e rt* in the mtcreattOMf 
political recac who asgac that tire taut concept of pofetical 


tefam . as advoesred by tire Algerian and odrer ut 
group* dte ewhwc m the Arab World, would have shrank 
altogether if only it was allowed a free rem teib 
mo*™ Hat is to say that, had the FIS been athwred to 
«mao powvjf fo A%cria and given the freedom and, wn - 
ppaBrafttiy . tire reepew^bthty to correct the wrewd rnju> 
bee* and ad d t o t* bread and better issue* m the coumr» . 
then ooe woaid bare tecs (he Algerian people elwnooranj 
for new ttect i ow in a very shore span and the remits of 
those dbakm wook! bare been the end of group- 
advocating pofitkal Islam as the dambmnt political force m 
the corny. Bat then, n did not happen. Today, the 
A^crian psopk. and by ereenskm. the l&jamic World at 
1*sga la paying tire price, albeit in ihffering currencies anti 

WTO . 

tori d wc, ia Iordan and elsewhere in the Muslim 
Wor ld who arc pa in e d by tire forced twists given to our 
fotab by extremist groups, do to correct the situatmn? Wc 
do bear heads o# state and imeUfiouab from all corners of 
lb* world ooidta a dear datinewm between Islam as a 
teitpoa and tire S l wtn c groups dial hare adopted violence 
as a ttreaaa to adaere their pedmcal crate. Bui those words 
arc not eaeagfc. Wc need to drive borne tire point to the 
pearls and mmete of the world that Islam is a creative force 
d»t propagates love, justice and equality for all people and 
that vfcncooe is abca to the faith. 

Pwos in Jordan, having made peace with Israel after 
decactes of h ostifi t Sea. it is of paramount importance that 
tte correct smage ef UUxn is rent across the worid, Given 
wc Smiled material resources that wr hare, it erneht seem 
m jap ombk task. Bm the very fact that the Jordanian 
satiety and pofctiad system hare among thorn strong and 
matured group* that base tireri approach on pohtical Islam 
hut behove m democracy and pfor&fom is the first and 
foremost asset that we hare in assuming the role of a 
launduag pad for a WlForchcscraicd and focused effort to 
spread the real aware* of Islam and what the faith stands 
ft** « te ©or nrepratobdity and obligation to ourselves to 
*» * ** » « * tkfe fo*o, nod twos sacrifices if necessary, in 
ctera i a a bn g the dark patches that ckwd our hves as 
M M&M. 


Russia should remain stror|g, but not oppressive 


By G.H. Jansen 

PERHAPS THE striking 
feature of the turmoil stir- 
red up by the Russian, or 
more correctly, Boris Yclt- 
sin’s, invasion of 
Cbcchenya is the way in 
which Russian opinion of 
the Chechens has swung 
over, in a matter of days, 
from being extremely critic- 
al and negative to being 
equally supportive and 
positive. 

Until early this month 
“Chechen" was almost a 
term of abuse for Russians 
because, for the Russian*. 
Chechens were, automati- 
cally. assumed to be crooks 
and gangsters and crimin- 
als. The Chechens had this 
evil reputation even before 
the collapse of the Soviet 
Union, bat it became estab- 
lished after that collapse 
-and with it the collapse of 
law and order and, almost, 
of civilised society in the 
major cities of Russia, par- 
ticularly of Moscow and St. 
Petersbuourg. So powerful 
are the Chechens in the 
criminal underworld that 
when Greek Cypriot busi- 
ness started working in 
Moscow they found it 
necessary to set up their 
own gangs, recruited from 
the ones led by Chechens, 
to protect them from the 
regular mafia gangs of 
Chechens extorting protec- 
tion money from the fore- 
igners. 

Hence when the White 
House rebellion collapsed 
in the summer of 1993 the 
Moscow police took advan- 
tage of tire situation to dear 
up the dty by massive de- 
portations of Chechen and 
Georgian criminals from 
the capital dty who, need- 
less to say, soon bribed 
their way back to their for- 
mer haunts. 

Hostility between Rus- 
sians and Chechens is an 
old story because it took the 



Russian empire almost tbc 
whole of the last century to 
impose its rule effectively 
on the peoples, indodmg 
the Chechens, of the moun- 
tainous Caucasus region. 
The Murid Uprising led by 
the great hero Shamyl 
lasted from 1834-50 and 
there were numerous other 
uprisings; in 1865 no less 
than 40,000 Chechens went 
into exile in Turkey. 

The Chechens were con- 
verted from Christianity to 
Islam in the 16th century 
and were and are devout 
Muslims of the Hanafi 
school of Sunni Islam. Sufi 
mysticism has always been 
popular in the Caucasus re- 
gion and the Nakshabandi 
and Qadiri Tariqas or 
“brotherhoods", »?hich 
have been particularly 
strong among the 
Chechens, provided the 
organised framework for 
the nationalist straggles. 

Because of this back- 
ground, Stalin, for no good 
reason, during World War 
n, when the Germans over- 


raJne Caucus^, accused 
tb*gedicm of being pro- 
G ra g fan and deported them 
eg wa g e to Kazakhstan in 
Central Aria and ethnic 
Rnsrians were settled in the 
Chechen area. Hence, 
when m 1957 the Chechens 
were allowed to return to 
their republre^tirar had to 
replace Russia^, eaagqz 
much ill will 

the USSR M 
Cbcchenya should declare 
itself independent under 
the leadership of General 
D. Dudayev. Mr. Yeltsin 
tolerated this act of de- 
fiance because Checbenya 
did not press its independ- 
ence in any aggressive man- 
ner but a couple of months 
ago he seemed to have tost 
hi‘ patience with the 
Chechen people and” has 
now sent his troops and 
armour and airforce to 
bring the Chechens to heel. 
Having learned nothing in 
Afghanistan of the power of 


national feeling, the gener- 
ate of lb e Russian high com- 
mand were hopelessly over- 
optL r us tic about their abil- 
ity to crash the Cbcchens 
easily and quickly — a cou- 
ple of divisions could settle 
the matter in ^ few weeks 
time, teat thought. 

* jSSSMr up by 

i nTs “* R ® 55 ** 

with increasing 
anaitjygPiiged fora return 
tothggBftack of firm gov* 

cr7 M T w hich Russians 
are fflpftomcd after cen- 
turies of rule by royal czars 
and then by many decades 
o f rule by Communist czars. 
These are the elements that 
found their voice through 
V. Zhirinovsky who wants 
to restore the power and 
prestige of the old Soviet 
union. 

But the old-style author- 
itarian Russian chauvinists 
are now Opposed by the 
new. liberal and demcreratic 
forces released following 
the collapse of centrabsed 
power. The last thing these 


people want to see is a 
return to modernised czar- 
ism. 

This is why the younger 
people, die now uncen* 
sored Russian media, the 
pariiameni and. above all. 
the Russian army are 
opposed to the incursion 
into Chechen ya Recent 

public opinion polls show 
that in fact a majority of 
Russians disapprove of Mr. 
Yeltsin’s plunge into 
Cbeehenya. These Russians 
.feel that although the 
Chechens are rascals they 
are independent minded 
restate, and the fear is that 
if they arc suppressed by 
force it will be the turn next 
of other independenr- 
minded elements in Russian 
society. 

So strong and widespread 
is this fear of neo-czarism 
that it has even "infected" 
the higher ranks of the Red 
Army. In the past few 
weeks generals of regular 
units of that formidable 
force flatly and publicly re-, 
fused to obey orders. That 


ran only be described as 
"mutiny.” 

The generate are non 
standing up lor the 
Chechens W for the princi- 
ple that politnral dissent 
should not be curbed by 
force of arms. It a tips 
pn nopie that has been re- 
pealed!) reaffirmed by the 
Duma, the tower house of 
the Russian parliament. 

Some generate are behav- 
ing in this independent 
fashion hut there art other 
generate who arc perfectly 
loyal and are obeying Mas- 
o?w 's coftmuuute and are 
radenng (he bombuig and 
tfccUme of Chechen forces 
and of Chechen civilians. 

It a. indeed, bitterly iro- 
nic that the struggle for 
political plurality and 
democracy in Russia is 
being fought for and oa 
behalf of people who, for 
the most pan. are behevtd 
to be rascal* and vUhans. 

Whether it »s the strength 
of the internal Russian cri- 
ticism of thr Chechen 
adventure of the Strength of 
criticism from Muslim gov- 
ernments abroad or the 
strength of armed Chechen 
resistance on the ground 
that caused it is not known. 
What is important for now 
is that Yeltsin has, for the 
.time being, called off the 
attack on Grozny, the 
Chechen capital, which hte 
been severely battered. 

But this softening # may 
not necessarily be a good 
thing, especially for the 
countries of the Third 
World because the Russians 
should remain strong and 
united to provide these 
countries with a balancing 
force against the one world 
power, the United States. 

It is for Mr. Yeltsin, or 
some other ruler of the 
Russian Federation, to 
prove that Russia can re- 
main strong and united 
without becoming an 
oppressive dictatorship. 


by Elia Nasrailab 

COMMENTING ON the 
reports of impending gov- 
ernment reshuffle, a writer 
in Al Ra’i said Jordan re- 
quires a team of ministers 
capable of taking decisions 
to help their country over- 
come the difficulties facing 
it at the present and under 
the peace era. Qualified 
and efficient ministers 
could be made responsible 
for several ministries and 
indeed many of the present 
ministries could be run by 
higher councils like those 
which can take care of tour- 
ism. higher education and 
planning without a minister 
present, said Tareq Masar- 
weh. The writer said that 
what the country needs now 
is a practical plan to achieve 
social justice and deal with 
the many ills that face the 
i Kingdom. 

[ Hu da Fakhouri, a col- 
i umnist in AI Dustour, sup- 
ported old pensioners’ drive 
to receive cost of firing allo- 
wances like their colleagues 
who start their retirement 


Government policies to blame for rising cost of living 


this month. The writer said 
that the government, which 
imposes taxes on television, 
on citizens departing from 
the country and universities 
can impose a limited 
amount of tax to be dedi- 
cated to the old pensioners 
whose income does not cov- 
er the cost of their suste- 
nance. She said that the 
retired servicemen and civil 
servants who had spent the 
prime of their life serving 
the country ought to be able 
to lead a decent life in their 
old age. 

Shafiq Obeidat. a writer 
for Sawt Al Shaab, tackled 
the issue of rising prices of 
various commodities, blam- 
ing the concerned author- 
ities, especially the Ministry 
of Supply, for failing to 
control the situation. The 
merchants are not satisfied 
with a limited margin of 
profit and they sell even the 
basic commodities for ex- 
orbitant prices while the 
consumers are left at the 
their mercy without any in- 
terference on the part of the 
government to put matters 


right, said the writer. He 
demanded that the govern- 
ment impose stricter con- 
trol over prices and urged 
the consumers to avoid 
buying commodities whose 
prices are unusually high m 
a bid to force the merchants 
to bring them down and 
deter their greed. 


Samir Naifeh. a col- 
umnist in Sawt a! Shaab 
daily, said that stores that 
sell auto spare parts are still 
selling thefr goods at the 
same oW rates despite the 
government's decision to 
reduce (he oastoms duty on 
there. Tbc ugerclunts Haim 
(hey had bough: the goods 


THE WEEK IN PRINT 


. Fa 1 * 1 Al Fanekpr* writer 
in Al Ra’i, critieteed the 
govonment-s newly intro- 
duced law on endourasrine 
■^grants. He t»d 'that 

certified economidprojcas 
are allowed t 0 be|cemp: c d 
from income taxi customs 
duty and orherWs f or 
many years, tims|cprivi nK 
the treas ur y badly 
income, ‘it writer 
said that under ti> previ^ 

regulations ccora (tie pro- 
jects were given ve years 
during which the- were ex- 
empted from sud axes but 
(he new law a ll<w i their. lo 

extend the term u 12 v c * 


at higher prices and the 
customers hay* no alterna- 
tive bat ro boy the parts for 
their brofcefedown cars. 
The writer dgnanded that 
foe Ministry <* Sup p i y aiK j 
customs depuisaKnts inter* 
efcrc and pUS; ** 1 end to 
profiteering aSB manipula- 
tions. especrafli cars are 
indispensable % citizens in 

their daily Hfwf 


Despite the as 
(be minister of i 
the Central B&ti 
about (be south 
and monetary 
Jordanians have 


mcc* of 
wc ; ,nd 

ivernor 

nancial 
*3(ion, 
rtert lo 


feel that the value of (he 
Jordanian dinar is on the 
decline, said Taber Adwan. 
a columnist in Al Dustour. 
The writer said that the 
financial market is in had 
situation, reflecting the real 
poor economic perform- 
ance of the country while 
the Jordanian dinar is losing 
us value gradually as « 
clearly seen In the con- 
tinued rise in the price of 
various commodities and 
the rate of exchange of 
foreign currency against the 
dinar, said (he writer. 

The writer said that Par- 
liament should examine the 
economic situation in depth 
and should revise all the 
government’s polities with 
a view to reforming the 
national economy. 

Hamadeh Faraanch . a 
columnist in AI Dustour, 
said Islam docs not diffe- 
rentiate between the 
monotheistic religions or 
(he prophets in whom Mus- 
lims believe. He demanded 
that the government 

announced official holiday* 
on Christmas .i^v, -c 


new year in a *how of re- 
spect of the ChtiNtian Uith, 
Celebrating the Christian 
feasts by Muslims .»% url! as 
OtoMmiin, he .utitedfinoiiiii 
Only help u» vnln.ne dir 
national umji. 

Mohammad Ibrahim 
Hamid, a columnist in \\ 
Dustour, Mid :h.»: Mu- tov. 
eminent has! «»cn p:om- 
*«» to apply iVir.mVhen* 
Mve health in si: 
scheme eoieimg all 

vic ’ 1, unem- 
ployment and also u -,| lll i 
PO^ns. He MhJ tM 


government Uccv| of 
C4iefii,!\ scUvfe.i e»,. 

went e.ulies o' 

fc;*4»w«hihrM.,u; s ;?;3 

MV..... . . * 
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Established Soviet- 
<# immigrants balk 


Tican women ’ s hard, dangerous life in politics 


- -By Doina Chlaeu 

Tpe K Associated Press 

tffiW YORK — ■ Before com- 
innnisip crumbled, immig- 
rantsfroin the Soviet Union 
add Eastern Europe flocked 
to the United States for free- 
domand democracy. 

Toddy they come for some- 
dung else. 


programmes at the Open 
Society Institute. Those who 
settled on the lower east side 
of Manhattan at the torn of 
the century. For example, 
^ere “reviled and demon- 
jsed 1 ’ by other Americans, 
including those who came be- 
fore, he said. 

But a fierce ideological 
conflict, now as dead as the 
cold war and the “evil 


By Nanna Mwalubo 

Reuter 

NAIROBI The appoint- 
ment of Africa's first woman 
vice-president has focused 
attention on why so few Afri- 
can women enter politics and 
only a much smaller minority 
reach high office. 

Two recent international 
meetings — the U.N. Popula- 
tion Conference in Cairo in 
September and the fifth Afri- 
can Regional Conference on 
Women in Senegal last 
month — put women's libera- 
tion and empowerment at the 
forefront of their concerns. 

But both took place on the 
world’s poorest continent. 


lecmrer in political-science. 

?fi[he idea that women are 
lessjppablc'has long, been in 
society. They face ■also in- 
creasingly more hardship as 
theyjaclc enough funds," she 
noting that traditionally 
African women are barred 
from owning projjfcrty. 

•- Beset by poverty — sub- 
Saharan Africitihas the 


previous position of minister 
offender (women's) com- 
mignty development, a rare 
pogfolio in Africa. 

fffale newspaper commen- 
tators in Uganda's capital 
K&npala praised President 
Tffiweri Museveni's decision 
# appoint Ms. Kazibwe, 
siting he had sewn up the 
women’s vote for elections 


and sexual taboos. No one 
expects the conferences to 
provoke rapid change. 

“Women politicians in 
Africa have to fight pre- 
judices in society and an en- 
vironment not conducive to 
success,” said Maria Nzomo, 
a Nairobi University senior 

By Judy Alta 

UNITED NATIONS — The 
U.N. Geueiil Assembly on 
Dec. 15 renewed its call for a 


tem. This great experiment' 

that became a Sal fai- SSJZiS 


"Now you have people cold war and the “evil month —put worn 

who just want to get rich. It wn.pfre,” makes this situation empower 

doesn’t matter how,” said °nique in recent immigrant frtefront of their 

Ena $hyfca of Arlington, ^story- But both took p 

VA-i “who fled Romania in. “I**® a difference between w P r d s . P?9 resl 
1976.-': people who are brought up w P ere “ ® P°1 

“It's a different breed, rad ^ a totalitarian, com- women axe stifled 

completely different," said rounist, payemalistic system tabo ^ 

Irene Nikitin, 71, of San and those who have absolute- ex P ec ? “e c»nf 

Franasco, a World War II & no knowledge of that kind pr ^?. ke ra P ld c “ 

refugee from Kiev. «? system,” said Pauline Afca Wo, S cn P.°" 

The latest wave of hmnig- 2 dns > fa ead of Action for £5?” 
rants from Russia and its Russian Immigrants. A reset- m 

former satellites is getting a geement programme in ” srid Ma 

chilly reception from some of ? each m * e New ! S 

those who came before. York city borough of Brook- a Nairobl Un,vei 
Communist-era refugees , “ 

were escaping political or re- , Wc l? talkmg primarily By Judy A 

ligious persecution, which 3 a 7 ^i ye f r . g ^ p — 

gave their immigrant status a °J what \ ca “* 1,0 J? — UNITED NAlTOI 

maxtyr-like glow, they see the °* P* 0 #* who , . ha Y e ^^d U.N. General Ass 

newcomers as everything “ nd ^ r rT ^ s totalitarian sys- ^ ^ 

from rude to morally bank- J®®* JJ 1 * 5 moratorium on die 

nipt, lured to the United dte* , became a dismal fai- anti-personnel la 
States by videocassette recor- “J*- and supported ef 

ders and fast cars. And they So dismal that many peo- underway to' stret 
hold the Iron Curtain re- pie didn’t want to stay to pick international proto 
sponsible. up the pieces. * govern their use. 

“The people on top of the Immigration to the United Adopting a non-l 

social pyramid were stealing States from the region has solution without a 

— there was no morality, increased sharply since the assembly renewed 

Everybody was stealing, ev- Iron Curtain rose. Immig- made last year fen 

erybody ww- dtiM iag. fit'-?, rants admitted from fanner declare moratoriu 
years it became a habit, bvuh Soviet republics alone went earliest possible ds 
into "their nervous system," from 11.100 in 1989 to 58,500 past year over 10 ! 
said Andrew Kawccld, 58, a in 1993, According to the stopped export 
staff writer for the Polish Immigration and Naturalisa- personnel mines. 
Daily News in Chicago. turn Service. these states, Italy, 

Mr. Kaweclri said he had In Brighton Beach, a the world’s largest 
the same “bad habits” to boardwalk community of up In 1992 the Uni 

break when he came from to 60,000 Russian immig- began a unil atcra 

Poland 20 years ago, but it rants. “Nyet” is more com- him on exporting i 

may be harder for those who mon than “No" on the streets U.S, production 

lived that way longer. and many stores use the cole. Despite a 191 

“Some newcomers are Cyrillic alphabet. tional treaty rest] 

cheating everyone from IRS Ms. Bilus says tensions be- use of land mines 
to- friends.” Mr. Kawecki tween immigrants are nor- countries still m 

said - , referring to the Internal mal: “People mil always look and export them. 

Revenue Service, the U.S. down on the new kid on the ers, according to 


where half its population as socially accepted backseat as 
women are stifle d_ by cultural merely token leaders. - 


■jouaiaii nuita^uB» iuc jS- 3 i«i fc.iw.uviu 

world’s highest number of Jkot year, 
people under the jnternation- “At campaigns, women are 

a! poverty line —women are Meered at and depicted as 
well aware of the host of frustrated divorcees in poli- 
burdies to a political life. ^'tics as a last resort. African 
Many say they are forced ", women don't like to vote or 
to toe the party tine of their ?• study politics,*' said politics 
male opposite numbers who >?'■• student Mary Mwangi. 
wheel and deal in the political ■_ “Men feel you will steal the 
arena while women fake a,-- political spotlight and be- 


Qn being named, Uganda's 
Ande Wandira Kazibwe said; 


cause we are so few they 
throw mud and slander us.” 
said Agnes Ndetei, a parlia- 
mentarian and the foremost 


“women in Uganda should- woman in Kenya's opposi- 
know that .privileges tion. 


accorded to us by govern? 
ment will have" to go wnfi 
responsibilities.... I am ready 
to show my worth." v 
Ms. Kazibwe -retained her 


“But none of us have de- 
fected (to the ruling Kanu 
Party) because we believe in 
what we are doing," she 
added. 


Lip service to equality is 
increasingly paid by leaders 
in Africa because of in- 
creased solidarity among 
women demanding a greater 
say in the continent, but gains 
are few and far between. 

Tanzania's founding Presi- 
dent Julius Nyerere was 
embarrassed this month as 
chairman of a two-day con- 
ference in Nairobi on Africa's 
political and economic agen- 
da for the year 2000 when a 
woman complained to him 
about the handful of women 
present. 

Conference organisers, 
asked by Mr. Nyerere to ex- 
plain, said more women had 
been invited but many had 
tailed to turn up. 

Women's development and 
progress in politics received a 
hard blow in April with the 
killing of Rwanda's Prime 
Minister Agathe Uwiling- 
iyimana, who fought for 
ethnic repression and an end 
to women’s oppression in the 
tiny central African state. 

Ms. Uwitingiyimana, 41, 


entered politics in 1992 short- 
ly after then president Juven- 
al Habyarimana bowed to the 
wind of change sweeping 
across Africa and allowed 
multi-party politics. 

A dynamic, shrewd woman 
who preached tribal toler- 
ance in a nation where ethnic 
allegiance is seen as all-im- 
portant, she led a tough fight 
against women being de- 
picted as the weak sex who 
should be shunted out of pub- 
lic service. 

At a political rally in the 
capital Kigali, Mr. Habyari- 
mana singled out his prime 
minister by shouting: “You, 
woman". 

Ms. Uwilingivimana stood 
and replied: “Don’t call me 
chat. 1 am not your wife." 

Only the second African 
woman to serve as a prime 
minister, Ms. Uwilingiyima- 
na was slaughtered by mem- 
bers of the presidential guard 
on April 6 despite being 
under the escort of U.N. 
guards. 

The three-month blood- 


U.Nj General Assembly supports 
moves to eliminate land mines 


lure.” * 

So dismal that many peo- 
ple didn't want to stay to pidc 
up the pieces. 

Immigration to the United 
States from the region has 
increased sharply smee die 
Iron Curtain rose. Immig- 
rants admitted from former 
Soviet republics alone went 
from 11.100 in 1989 to 58,500 
in 1993, According to the 
Immigration and Naturalisa- 
tion Service. 

In Brighton Beach, a 
boardwalk community of up 
to 60,000 Russian immig- 
rants. “Nyet” is more com- 
mon than “No" on the streets 
and many stores use the 
Cyrillic alphabet. 

Ms. Bilus says tensions be- 
tween immigrants are nor- 
mal: “People will always look 
down on the new kid on the 
block.” 

But Russians In Brighton 


fax agency, “They wouldn’t block, 
obey the rules. ... They are But Russians in Bi 
destroyed from die inside. "'Beach have become so 
And it's not then- faulti tf’s f.rfred with crime, part’ 


Ithe: system.” 

Newcomers don’t deny a 
communist society left a 
mark on its people. 

“We were as blind cats in 
fanner Soviet Union because 
we believed in communism 
and other things,” said Lyba 
" MDrityanskaya, who arrived 
fr6m Ukraine last year. 
“Now we come to this coun- 
try and we see we were 
wrong.” 

“ But they point ont that life 
has gotten harder in the for- 
mer Soviet Union and East- 
ern Europe, with anti- 
semitism, crime and ethnic 
dashes on the rise. 

"People who are coming 
now are much more like re- 
fugees, escaping a war zone," 
said Vladimir Vishnevskiy, 
36, who came from Russia 30 
years ago. “People who came 
before were like prisoners 
escaping prison.” 

Yes, they long for a better 
life, he said. And why 
shouldn’t they? 

Friction between the old 
guard and newcomers is no- 
thing new in this country of 
immigrants, said Arthur Hel- 
ton, director of migration 


~~fied With crime, parti cuJariy 
* Ja fne organised kind, that 
established immigrants in the 
New York area formed a 
group to protect Russian 
speakers from discrimina- 
tion. 

In Ms. Ghyka’s Romanian 
circle, die newcomers and 
established emigres tend to 
avoid each other. 

“We’re different, it’s a big- 
diffemce in mentality, and in 
values,” she said. “For this 
reason, the Romanians try 
not to be in contact with 
other Romanians.” 

Sven Zabelin of San Fran- 
cisco, who has helped fellow 
Russian speakers settle in the 
area, has a more detached 
view of their situation. 

“People take two genera- 
tions to arrive at some kind of 

— if I can call it a normal — 
society," said Mr. Zabelin, 
71, who was bom in Croatia 
to Russian parents and left in 
1947. “It will take time to get 
rid of the whole pervasive 
influence of hte party. It will- 
take time to clean all that up 

— for the Romanians. Bulga- 
rians, Polese, Czechs, Slo- 
vaks — that's why they are 
going through such pains." 


anti-personnel land mines 
and s u pported efforts now 
underway to strengthen flic 
international protocols which 
, govern- their use. 0: 

Adopting anon-binding re- 
solution without a vote, Jgs. 
assembly renewed the c^l 
made last year for state r 
declare moratoriums at 
earliest posable date. frPtger 
past year over 10 states have 
stopped exporting anti- 
personnel mines. One of 
these states, Italy, was one of 
the world’s largest exporters. 

In 1992 the United States 
began a unilateral morator- 
ium on exporting mines. But 
U.S. production is minus- 
cule. Despite a 1980 interna- 
tional treaty restricting the 
use of land mines, some 35 
countries still manufacture 
and export them. The lead- 
ers, according to the U.N., 
have been Chma, Russia and 
Italy. !; . - , 




In a report to the assembly 
earlier this year, the United 
Nations said die only way to 
stop the»&rastatioD created 

fry th* jgjgjgjfigfl in mflKnn 

land m 


of the mosr^despTtad , 
lethal, and long lasting forms 
of pollution we have yet en- 


ban completely the produc- 
tion, use and transfer of aO 
land mines. Member states 
are invited to consider estab- 
lishing such a ban as a matter 
of urgency.” 

During the assembly’s first 
committee debate on land 
mines, U.S. Senator Patrick 
Leahy said “every 15 minutes 
of every day, of every week, 
of every month, of every year 


countered, and we are cur- that we delay, another person 
ready losing the battle to ' fans victim to a land mine. In 
protect innocent civilians'' the past 12 months alone, 
from their effects,” the re- -approximately two million 
port said. more land mines have been 

“Even with significant in- t; laid. But during that same 
creases in demmmg/efforts - period in every country rep- 


worldwide and foreseeable 
advances in technology, it 
will be impossible to solve the 
global land mine problem un- 
less their proliferation is 
halted. % 


resented here, the number of 
people demanding an end to 
this senseless slaughter has 
continued to grow.” 

Mr. Leahy, a member of 
die U.S. delegation to the 


“The best and most effec- -49th assembly session, has 
five ^ay to aefaeve^tijis is to : *pearbeaded m both the U.S. 


Congress and the United Na- 
tions efforts to get a worl- 
dwide moratorium on the ex- 
port of land mines. 

Mr. Leahy said the resolu- 
tion puts all countries on 
record in support of the even- 
tual elimination of these 
weapons. “This is a major 
step forward. It should end 
the delate about the need for 
the goal of the eventual eli- 
mination of anti-personnel 
land mines,” he said. 

In a second resolution, also 
adopted by consensus, the 
assembly supported the con- 
ference which will convene in 
September 1995 to review the 
1980 Conventional Weapons 
Treaty in order to strengthen 
the protocol on land mines. 
A special meeting of experts 
will be held in January to 
begin planning for the review 
conference. 


known as the “Convention 
on Prohibitions or Restric- 
tions on the Use of Certain 
Conventional Weapons 
Which May Be Deemed to 
Be Excessively Injurious or 
to Have Indiscriminate 
Effects,” and a related pro- 
tocol on the use of mines, 
booby traps and other de- 
vices, entered into force in 
December 1983. They ban 
the use of land mines against 
civilians, forbid the planting 
of mines by planes unless 
records are kept on where 
they are sown and require 
records be kept on all mine 
placement. However, only 36 
nations have ratified the trea- 
ty and its protocols. 

In its resolution the assem- 
bly called on states to become 
parties to the convention and 
its protocols and called on the 
maximum number of states to 


The. treaty, . officially^., attend the review conference. 


bath that followed the assas- 
sination of Mr. Habyarimana 
killed up to one million peo- 
ple across Rwanda. 

In neighbouring Burundi, 
Sylvie Kinigi was appointed 
prime minister only on the 
eve of the killing of President 
Melchior Ndadaye by re- 
negade Tutsi troops in Octo- 
ber last year. 

Diplomats said she reluc- 
tantly accepted the post as 
she had felt she could achieve 
more by remaining the civil 
service head in charge of eco- 
nomic planning in the prime 
minister's office. 

An elegant, soft-spoken 
but straight-talking 41-year- 
old, Ms. Kinigi abandoned 
her political fife when her 
cabinet collapsed last Febru- 
ary and now woiks Iot 
B urundi's Commercial Bank. 

“I am not outside of poli- 
tics but I have left the politic- 
al scene," Mr. Kinigi, a now 
largely sidelined campaigner 
for tolerance in a country 
almost boiling with the oppo- 
site, told Reuters. 

Of all the debris left after a 
conflict, land mines are the 
most widespread and perni- 
cious, the U.N. says. In addi- 
tion to tiie estimated 110 
million that already exist, it 
says that between 2 and 5 
milli on more are being laid 
each year. 

According to the U.N., the 
countries most affected are: 
Afghanistan with 9 to 10 mil- 
lion mines; Angola with nine 
to 15 milli on mines; Iraq with 
five to 10 million; Kuwait 
with five million; Cambodia 
with eight to 10 million; 
Western Sahara with one to 
two million; Mozambique 
with one to two million; and 
Somalia, Bosnia and Croatia 
with one million mines each. 

The U.N. says that other 
countries with lands mines 
include Armenia, Azerbai- 
jan, Colombia, El Salvador, 
Ethiopia, Georgia, Guatema- 
la, Honduras, Iran, Laos, 
Liberia, Myanmar, Nicar- 
agua, Peru, Rwanda, Sudan, 
Uganda, Vietnam and Ye- 
men. Australia and Antarc- 
tica are perhaps the only con- 
tinents nee of mine fields. 


Femimsupoet represents Mandela in Paris 


By Saiga Goitre 

Reuter 


Russians bog down around Grozny 


(Continued from p®8* W 
out a responsible and danger- 
ous combat duty, TASS 
quoted Mr. Yeltsin as saying. 

“Everyone will be tanking 
about you this New Year, 
he said from the Kremnn in 
Moscow. 

Russians have sent 
planeloads of presents to 
troops in Cbechenya for New 
Year, traditionally the Dig- 
gest holiday in Moscow. 

Dozens of Russian soldiers 
are among the many vuXims 
of the fighting so far. There 
are no reliable figures from 
either side but reporters m 
Grozny say Chechen casual- 
ties there are high, hospitals 
are full of injured civilians 


and short of drugs. 

Mr. Yeltsin said the cam- 
paign would lead to a safer, 
more peaceful Russia. 

“Those who are impatient- 
ly awaiting your return and 
who will raise their glass to 
you this New Year’s Eve are 
depending on yon for a 
peaceful and calm 1995,” he 
was quoted as saying i n an 
address released by bis press 
service. , 

“I am sure the people of 
Cbechenya will see the im- 
portance of what you are 
doing, in the name of pre- 
serving the homeland, the 
nniiwl and indivisible Rus- 
sia,” Mr. Yeltsin was quoted 
as saying. 


JOHANNESBURG — The 
first ambassador of the new 
South Africa to Paris is a 
poet, the sister of a famous 
jazz trumpter and an un- 
abashed fan of Nelson Man- 
dela. 

Barbara Masekeia, 53, also 
feels strongly about the fact 
that she is the only wo man 
among the first 16 am fyjjfgj fe 
dors named by Mam*®, 
government tins month:,' * 

“South Africa is futyfi 
talented women... theywjggp 
be found and they musn||/ 
found. It does not fit K 
image as a democratic auMj 
try not to have women ur 
these positions.” she said in 
an interview. 

“It’s incumbent on the gov- 
ernment to find '^hem," 

Ms. Masekeia^ who takes 
up her post on Jin. 1, points 
ont that she andfather prom- 
inent figures in Mandcda's 
ruling African National Con- 
gress (ANC) cafine from poor 
families. i- 

“That reminds us of who 
we are... my brother ahd I 
always wanted to remember 
that so that we conldn’t^lose 


ourselves. We always knew 
we would come back. " And 
when we came home we 
would work towards the im 
provement of our society 

Both Barbara Masekel 
and her musician brothe 
Hugh went into exfle in their 
youth because of apartheid. 

“There was a hardening of 
the apartheid regime... It was 
very clear that opportunit&s 
were beginning to narrow 
and anybody opposed to 
apartheid was huten ger. One 
yud to 
Rind o 
where 

She 
when 
lANC 

■asked to Tie3p prepare for i 
visit he made to the United; 
States after bis release from? 
jail in February, 1990. 

Mr. Mandela, dearly im- 
pressed, asked her to become £ 
his personal assistant. f e 

“Yon can’t imagine what it 
was like for me with our 
president," she said. “It 
almost seemed as though 
there wal no problem that 
was too large - for him to 
tackle and that be has 'always 
been able' to emerge, out of 
any situation with great digni- 
ty." 



ndela 


for the 


and was 


v.. Apart from raising funds 
and building cultural rela- 
tions with France, she hopes 
to build South Africa’s rela- 
tfionship with French- 
speaking African countries. 

*1 think it is utterly dis- 


graceful that we are on the 
continent and know so little 
and do so little with the other 
Africans who speak French 
on the continent," she said. 

“It is my task to bring 
investment to South Africa. I 


can tell them about the plight 
of my people. 

“I hope that I can let peo- 
ple m France understand and 
appredate the diversity of the 
culture of South Africa and 
that we actually have a new 
democratic culture emerg- 
ing... 

‘Tf I can demonstrate the 
humanity of my president, 
the caring of my president 
and the wisdom of his lead- 
ership, then I will become a 
good diplomat." 

Ms. Masekeia lived the 
first 10 years of her fife with 
her grandmother, who had 
married a white man, in the 
eastern Transvaal mining 
town of Witbank. She then 
moved to her parents in Ale- 
xandra township outside 
Johannesburg. 

“My granny was a great 
influence on me. She was the 
original independent 
woman.” • 

During her 27 years in exile 
Ms. Masekeia lived in Gha- 
na, Britain, Zambia and the 
United States. Asked about 
her feelings on returning 
home, she said: 

“We dreamed about how it 
would be. But reality is quite 
different... 

"We didn't know that we 


would come here for four 
years and that there would be 
overwhelming violence and 
that when we would be in the 
country we would be in dan- 
ger. One thought of libera- 
tion as kind of walking in and 
having change immediately.” 

Ms. Masekeia said one of 
the reasons she was looking 
forward to going to Paris was 
because the media there were 
not obsessed with "piffle and 
sleaze." 

“I think it’s an utter dis- 
grace the way people’s pri- 
vate lives are paraded in front 
of the press... 

“Really what's important 
about me, about you, is what 
do we bring to the lives of 
other people in this society, 
how do we contribute to up- 
lifting our people.” 

“I’m glad I'm going to 
France actually, because in 
France you don’t have that 
kind of focus.” 

She said her poetry was 
inspired by her private feel- 
ings but she had yet to pub- 
lish any. 

“One day I will when I 
have the time, I have been 
saying that for many years. I 
haven't had time to focus on 
myself." 


fey Joe Pisani £. 

IS NOTHING sacred in 
America? Homework was 
once a halllowed tradition 
ranking right up there with 
detention, fratenno^bazing 
and income tax.- fij was a 
milestone in the development 
of Western, civilisation, one 
of the few remainir a^ wavs to 
inflict pain on ydpigsters. 

Moreover, hclSiewOTk 
teaches kids skags they'll 
need to succeed Jk ; the real 


W^hat alternative to abolishing homework? 


workaday - world,' such as 
evading responsibility, cut- 
ting comers and plagiarism. 

Yet in California an out- 
spoken school board -member 
has come up with a plan to 
abolish hojnework^ which 
begs the question: is he get - 
ting paid off in baby-sitting 
dollars? Banning homework 
Has taken on the intensifa of 
other histone social , finals 
such as: taxation without rep- 
resentation's tyranny, ibid 


housework should be shared. 

The furor began when Gar- 
rett Redmond, a trustee with 
the CabriDo Unified School 
District, introduced a propos- 
al in Half Moon Bay, Cahfor- 


their kids. And there’s a fun- 
damental inequity between 
poor students and well-to-do 
students, who can tap into 
the Internet and CD-ROMs. 

Finally, it’s a financial bur- 


ilia, to abolish homework be- den on the taxpayer, because 
causerrit puts an unbearable textbooks get worn ont by 
strain'fan family life; it is being carried back and forth 
unjust^ and it wastes too to school. 


much lapse. Also, it destroys 
home fife and favours stu- 


Did I forget anything? 
Mr. Redmond, who be- 


Russia to go ahead with oil e^ort refefin plan 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia will £ 

^ with a Dlan to re- as just anotnCT aoDrove 


ionni^oUexjwr 1 syScnTthat Ru^ -axinu^g i* export 

International Monel tajyjj™ liberalisation to future 

(IMF), Deputy Pnmel Mbms- P°* “^^Tnot only for 
ter Oleg Davydov has said, the oil sector 

ITAR-TASS news agency ^Xfojfnidget financing, 
quoted Mr. Davydov as ? k q quoted Mr. 

saying export quotas a™**” nawdov as saying the nnm- 
cences would be “special exporters”, or 

and replaced with a system o . ^i«authorised to ex- 
compulsory deliveries Srt^ would be reducedto 

domestic consumers. sr - ^, e present 14. The 

Tlrcplantomtro^ceoo®- Bank has called for 

pnlsory domesneefehv^^ J[ e aboUt ion of speoal expor- 
axmed at preventing a sram 

pede to more lucrative expo • said the new 

markets, has been denounced u *_ y - . 


ably be appro 
eminent in tfa 
Anatoly Si\ 
tag Sidanko 
ate, said earfi 
decision had^ 

the proposals 
Under the| 
parties wonKE 

domestic su 
meats b&fc®| 

cx ¥ass i S® 

been takenjl 
cent of raa 
output fq|| 
sumption : m| 
of 1995. Tlili 


i|fte to take 

jtSfould prob- 
|fby the gov- 
erning days.' 
gpiead of the 
fcongtomer- 
phat no final 
Up taken on 

Iposals, com- 
feve to meet 
;ly require- 
ifj ng granted 


decision had lion tonnes ; 

Hecate 60 per about 80 mi 

m crude oil - year. 
, m estic con- Export p 
: first quarter Y. has been e$ti 
e l and energy ^ million tor 


minis try ha 

quarter otij| 
million torn* 

The renul 
may be ei 
quotas, etf 
Soviet reptdj 
countries. £ 
continue foi] 
lack of pip^ 

Russian -a 
ride the form 
are expected 
lion tonnes i 
about 80 mi 
-year. j 

Export pj 
has been esti 


^forecast first 
it at about 78 

L 

fag 40 per cent 
brted without 
j> r to former 
jes or to other 
i exports will 
restricted by 
□e capacity, 
fie exports out- 
ir Soviet Union 
b' be 85-90 mil- 
£1994, up from 
fan tonnes last 

foine capacity 
Eat 100-120 
LT but most 


dents iwhose parents are longs to a five-member 
smart chough to do it for school board that oversees 

Y the education system for 

;V 3,500 students in a district 

;4 stretching 22 kilometres 

along the coast south of San 
Francisco, wasn’t joking. IBs 
spare capacity is on the proposal has provoked dis- 
Drazhba line to eastern cussion among students, pa- 
Europe where demand has rents and teachers — not to 
slumped. mention academics, who are 

never at a loss for an opinion 
TASS sai^next year’s 12 on any topic, 
special exporters will include In reality, homework is 
seven oil companies and five rarely taken seriously by 
big trading firms. It gave no teachers, parents or students, 
further details. Every kid I know, including 

r_ four m my own family, is 

Mr. Sivak said the prop- clamouring to be represented 
osed new export system, on the local school board so 
aimed at preventing a stain- they can draft initiatives to 
pede to more lucrative export end homework once and for 
markets, ought function well all. 

if it was applied fairly and I was therefore astounded 
producers were allowed to by the Half Moon Bay horror 


Mr. Sivak said the prop- clamouring to be represented 
osed new export system, on the local school board so 
aimed at preventing a stain- they can draft initiatives to 
pede to more lucrative export end homework once and for 
markets, ought function well all. 

if it was applied fairly and I was therefore astounded 
producers were allowed to by the Half Moon Bay horror 
export equal percentages of stories of students slaving to 
their total output. complete up to six hours' 


homework a night. 

What country is this? 
Japan? The former Soviet 
Union? According to the 
president of the school 
board, the district’s 3,500 stu- 
dents spend some 10,000 
hours every night doing 
homework. 

“That’s a lot of hours,” he 
concluded sagely. 

Mr. Redmond said his 
daughter, who was valedicto- 
rian of her- eighth-grade class 
lari year, usually spends five 
hours a night on homework, 
and those are hours he’d 
rather she spent with him, 
even if it means watching TV 
together. 

After all, watching Mel- 
rose Place or Married... With 
Children will give kids an 
education rbey’ll never get in 
the classroom. 

Do young people, who 
already watch dozens of 
hours of TV a week, need 
more time to watch even 
more TV? Did Mr. Redmond 
ever consider giving up some 
of his TV time to help his 
daughter with her home- 
work? Helping our children 
with spelling and arithmetic is 
about the only interaction 
some of us have, however 
volatile. 

Don’t you love providing 


.adult supervision on social 
studies and science projects? 
I can still remember the time 
my dad helped me build a 
wind tunnel for the eighth- 
grade science fair. In a fer- 
vent father-son cooperative 
effort, we almost burned the 
house down. 

When it comes to home- 
work, there are two ex- 
tremes: parents who don’t 
care what their kids do, and 
parents who do the assign- 
ments themselves. Parental 
assistance can be seen when a 
second-grader’s composition 
on her summer vacation com- 
es back written in compound- 
complex sentences, or when a 
ninth-grader’s algebra assign- 
ment comes back entirely 
wrong. 

On the other hand, maybe 
the California proposition de- 
serves serious study. 

Banning homework might 
help overworked and under- 
paid parents, who are tired of 
doing their ldds' assignments 
after a day of dealing with a 
snarling boss or unruly 
spouse. It might even give 
them some additional free 
time, time that could be pro- 
fitably spent... watching 
NYPD Blue. * 

The Greenwich Time 
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Dollar set for rollercoaster ride in 1 995 


LONDON (R) — Investors 
may be able to breathe a sign 
of relief now the doDar is 
finally clawing its way higher, 
but the upturn is only likely 
to last until the summer, 
financial analysts said Friday. 

They had yet to dot the 
“I's” and cross the “t*s" on 
forecasts for next year but in 
the main saw a Deutsche- 
mark upturn in the second 
half of 1995 putting paid to 
the dollar rally. 

“Further Federal Reserve 
tightening in the first half of 
next year means the dollar 
will remain strong but in the 
second half other countries, 
Germany in particular, will 
star to tighten," said James 
Montier, economist at KJein- 
wort Benson. 

The U.S. currency rode 
out 1994 on a subdue’d note, 
suffering an unexpected blow 
from political and economic 


problems in southerly neigh- 
bour Mexico. 

The threat of dollars flood- 
ing the market if Mexico 
moved to support a recently 
devalued peso led to a sud- 
den end-of-the-year dollar 
slide. The United States has 
extended a $6 billion line of 
credit to Mexico and there 
were market feats this had 
already begun to be drawn 
down,’ although the U.S. 
Treasury denied this. 

In any event, the dollar fall 
has been in the thinnest of 
markets, and analysts said 
that come the new year the 
mood would brighten again 
for the U.S. unit. 

“I don’t think it’s indica- 
tive of how it’s going to be for 
the rest of the year," said 
Dudley Rouse, a director at 
American Express Bank in 
London. “The dollar is still 
bid.” 


The Federal Reserve { Fed I 
is expected to tighten monet- 
ary policy by 0.50 or U.?5 
percentage point at the next 
two-day meeting of the 
Federal Open Market Com- 
mittee at the end of the Janu- 
ary- 

'While this would widen the 
yield differential between the 
U.S. and Germany further, 
there will come a time when 
the Bundesbank decides ro 
do an about-face on monet- 
ary policy following its gra- 
dual easing since the second 
half of 1992- 

“A move by the Bundes- 
bank to tighten policy, at a 
time when the Fed may be 
moving in the opposite direc- 
tion, should bolster confi- 
dence in the mark.” said 
Mark Cliffe, chief interna- 
tional economist at Midland 
Global Markets Research. 

Also the mark will be one 


of the few currencies * -*h 
buying iater next '-atm. “ 
ticai and economic 
continue elsewhere, and 

firm tone *cn.u* other Ei-t " 

pean currencies wtU heir - r 
nsc agasnst the dollar. 

“Locking a: the whr: 
European currencies zr.c 
mark is rca.'iy the '.nU aerr: 
ble choice, *’ Klcmwor: ■ 
Monster said He noted du: 
political worries :ft France 
Britain. I:ai> asd Spam wi;. 
take their roll and in Scandi- 
navia deh: problem* wrIJ con- 
tinue to drag on the Swedish 
and Norwegian crown*. 

Analysts also noted ite: 
the market was current!) 
ignoring the hure internal 
mid external deficits m the 
United States but these could 
easilv become a focus later in 
1995'. 

The dollar’s year-end com- 
eback a earns: the ven wig 


Israel boosts defence spending in 1995 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — The Israeli 
parliament Friday approved a 
$49 billion budget for 1995 
which included a 7.9 per cent 
increase in defence spending, 
officials said. 

Defence spending was in- 
creased to $8.3 billion or 17.8 
per cent of the total budget, 
and includes $1.8 billion in 
U.S. military aid. 

The budget was adopted by 
58 votes for compared with 
41 against. 

Five depnties from the 
Communist Party' and the 
Arab Democratic Party voted 
against, to protest the small 
amount of public aid for the 

800.000 Arab minority and 

70.00 0 Druze. 

Funding for the internal 
security service Shin Beth 
and the Mossad intelligence 
service is not included in de- 
fence spending and is to re- 
main unchanged, at about 
$350 million. 

The Treasury has forecast 
a budget deficit' of $3.3 billion 


next year, or 2.75 per cent of 
the Gross National Product 
(GNP), compared with three 
per cent in 1994. 

Spending on integrating 
new immigrants will remain 
fixed at S3.8 billion, even 
though 70,000 people are ex- 
pected to arrive in Israel 
mainly from the new repub- 
lics of the former Soviet Un- 
ion, according to the Treas- 
ury. 

Investment in infrastruc- 
ture, especially roads, will go 
up to a record $3.5 billion. 

The Israeli economy 
roared ahead in 1994 as the 
Gross Domestic Product 
(GNP) jumped 6.8 per cent 
to push the annual per capita 
income to $13,730, the 
General Bureau of Statistics 
has announced. 

In its year-end estimates 
for 1994, ibe bureau favour- 
ably compared Israel’s eco- 
nomic performance as mea- 
sured by GDP growth and 
lower unemployment ro that 


of the Organisation of Eco- 
nomic Cooperation and De- 
velopment (OECD) coun- 
tries. 

The comparison also high- 
lighted the country’s inflation 
and trade deficit problems. 

The nation’s economy ex- 
panded faster than all 24 
OECD countries. Israel also 
leads OECD countries with a 
4.3% rise in GDP per capita. 

Unemployment, which fell 
from 10% last year to 7.6% 
this year, ranked Israel ninth 
among OECD countries with 
the lowest jobless rates. 

By contrast, Israel had the 
highest trade deficit and 
second highest inflation rate 
in the group. The deficit 
jumped from 2.4% of GDP 
to4.1%. Similarly, consumer 
inflation, which totalled 
12.3% this year, was second 
only to Turkey’s 106% 
annual inflation rate. 

Israel’s per capita income 
Iasi year of SI-375 was lower 
than Japan’s $33,900. the 
U.S.’s $24,300. France’s 


Zaire’s premier vows to purge public sector heads 


KINSHASArfR> — Zairean 
Prime Minister Keago Wa 
JDbndo has promised to purge 
state companies and end de- 
cades of mismanagement and 
corruption. 

Speaking to executives of 
all 56 state-owned corpora- 
tions summoned to a meeting 
in the capital the centrist 
-premier said their firms’ con- 
tributions to state finances 
had become more and more 
insignificant since independ- 
ence from Belgium in 1960. 

“Many executives have be- 
haved like veritable pre- 
dators, making no distinction 
between their wallets and 
their companies’ cash regis- 
ters... rest assured, we will 
put a stop to all these prac- 
tices, which verge on the 
anarchic,” he said. 

Mr-. -Ken go said only four 
of the 56 had been able to 
meet a government request 


for detailed reports and none 
of those four were of any use 
either technically or finan- 
cially. 

“Many today are in a bank-, 
nipt sate and should simply 
go into voluntary liquida- 
tion.” he said. 

Mr. Kengo said his govern- 
ment planned to improve 
performance with a series of 
“draconian measures,” in- 
cluding a reduction in tax 
exemptions, an end to fixed 
prices and abolition of 
monopoly status for all but 
strategic and essential firms. 

The government would 
soon draw up a list of which 
companies were snfi viable, 
whida should stay in the state 
sector, which should be li- 
quidated or turned into pub- 
lic sendees, and which were 
possible candidates for priva- 
tisation, he added. 

Mr. Kengo said that given 


Zaire's enormous are. plans 
were- unde Away to decentral- 
ise many of the companies, 
turning their provincial bran- 
ches into autonomous units. 

“Punishment will be se- 
vere... from now on you will 
be judged by your own peo- 
ple,” he warned executives. 

Mr, Kengo has been ridi- 
culed by opponents for bas- 
ing his $311 million 1995 
budget proposal on dramatic 
increases m revenue from 
state-owned copper mining 
giant Gecaroines and di- 
amond producer MIBA. 

Once Zaire’s biggest fore- 
ign currency earner, Geca- 
mines is on the verge of 
bankruptcy and has made no 
contribution to state coffers 
for years. MIBA benefits 
from generous tax exemp- 
tions. 

Mr. Kengo insisted that 
1995 would be a hard year 


aadoompcfL** Mould have to 
make stair oiaAtwrkl k» 
tbc stase budacL. 

He also addreued fern 
that a division of senior pass 
in the acbfcc sector, agreed as 
pan of a coalition agreement 
with supporter* of Presidaa 
Mobutu Sac Stko, wotdd 
perpetuate ibe kind of poe- 
tical favouritism he has sworn 
to damme. 

Previously the key public 
sector jobs went to Mr. 
Mobutu s u pport e rs but the 
agreement says they are now 
to shared equally with his 
poliT'cal oppo n e n ts. 

Mr. Kengo said new 
appointments would be made 
on the basis of professional 
competence alone and candi- 
dates would have to choose 

between careers as politicians 

or managers — they could 
not do both. 


aho eirrte mto 09* Nit 
gate i'z : '.ktf* to feafcnttd. 
.utiH-i:', The 
wade 2 urate voB a a 

major m toe foreign 

cxcfeftfi x= market twtvtK not 
amfK zs r-.oefe erf a nt a 
did tta. >cjt, they added 
"The rook* use to 

around 10 * yso *ad pcwihfc 
•o 5W m fee fast quarter of 
next year." vssd Maww n c fe 
Yatuda u chid deoter m Bank 
of Tokyo. He smd that 
although there *ere 
Japan’s huge trade asrpras 
was rfmafaag. « wa too ear- 
ly to judge wether « would 
:urn ns to a toughens trend 
Tbc dertUr wa ending 
around ! f 500 marks and 
^.50 yen. dowtt artaasd U 
per oek but »t had been 
In October d couched 
Trough u around I ofiSO 
r-.stks tad 96. i A* >en. around 
r « cent down on the near. 


Big powers complete 
new trade body launch 


GENEVA (R) — Tta Uft. 
ited State*, toe European 
Item *** OmaA a joined 
pnday *» * symteae cere- 
mony c:canog the «n fee he 
launch of Jaa. ) of toe new 
World Trade Ofgttfsttfae 
(WTO> 

To ch ampagn e nua, «*- 
wav* of the- three big nidtat 
poms, indsdtog oflUtof 
toe 22 carnets EU countries, 
handed over doCUBOCOU con- 
firming ttetf ra tification of 

toe m trma OQOsl t reaty tore 

acts up the WTO. 

The forma! act wear* tost 
all four members of toe 
“quad” group tost town foams 
toe worfd Knag scene were 
eo board for (he WTO 
launch JApun d ri tue o od k» 
ratification instruments on 
Tncsdav, carter than toe 


Other* for ’'technical 


521,700. and England’* 
5-5,900. but was higher than 
Spain's $12300 

Most of toe economy's ex- 
pansion occurred ;n the j 
second half of las: year Dur- | 
ing the firs: half of the year ! 
the GDP grew 5"*. ctpand- i 
ing at a more moderate 4% m 
the second naif of she year * 

The business product. • 
which measures the GDP, ; 
excluding pubitc and homing j 
services, jumped 7 9% from j 
3.5% . The expansion reflects { 
8% industrial production j 
growth and a 7.2% increase ' 
in the building sector. Trade ; 
and services surged 9%. \ 
while agriculture shrank 4%. * 

Although fcmtmcu leaden j 
have been cum plaining about , 
eroding profiubibry. prorate j 
sector labour productivity * 
actually increased ton year | 
by ii.2%. after drop ping m \ 
she previous rwo yuan O&j ; 
when the pubbe sector a to- • 
eluded, productivity re- ! 
.•named unchanged | 


Syria exporting 
360,000 b/d of crude oil 


Da MaSCCS <R| — Syria a 
caponing t round 360,000 
terrch per day (tvd) of crude 
00 cf an festottited totih pro- 
Amesyjsx of tfiOfiQO fed. CM 
Mauve* Sator Nabata tea 
raid 

Tbc (jwnacr raid orf re- 
snxvo wa* prtmdtitt toe 
cowers vnto betteam W aud 
70 per ccuc of 

£fech ktam&i 

Itop U « year 

pwhameru. 
toe samccr irad Sjrfu had so 
fa* p raprt envr 338 treihoa 
tiraraa Of c r u d e od from tfx 
ottodfe on» tte country. 

A copy of fes addrcia. deb- 
vefed (kit week. *m 
O hUtod bf R eaten Friday. 

Mr. MaWa i*sd raroey* 
showed toerr were 523 sic* 
wfeck natthr have erode od m 
Syn*. About 285 of (hen 
sucre drtikd and od wra 
fowl m 122. 

The mo saics, who began 
httctftuu m od cnginocr 
al toe Synan Petroleum 
Gowp ai f m toe late I960* 
and toct Rutoed ta toe U»- 
«d Staoa. said ttetf more 
ton 2,650 wrih were drifted 
He uid Syru fint tend oil 
sa 1957 ar toe Karachouk 
fidd. in toe far northeast of 
<bc country dose to the Tar- 
iah border Syria e x p ort e d 
toe first oil in i.968. Prodoc* 
during that year was 
one million tonnes 


(20.000 bdl. 

Syria’s oil output, which 
was all heavy crude at that 
time, reached apeak of H 
mi&on tonne* (220,000 btt> 
m 197ft. hut pcoductio q be- 
gan to dedtoe routing from 
fea* year, thfi mfrtoter raid. 

He rani p redaction of toe 
crude went down to 
around eight mffifoa tonne* 
(mm hd) a 1978 tad 
tempued at toe sftaw race 

crude wt* feat pro- 
dteeri m l^S from oiti&d* 
•tech were toac overtd at toe 
Dayr Axzawr area, dcce to 
toe I/aoi border. The od a, 
one erf the beef m toe world, 
the minister sted 

About -frO.OOO ted are now 
bemg produced from 22 o& 
fiekh m the area by fee AS 
Fbiw Company. 50 pet cent 
owned bv pe(rote«m 

company. 18.75 p« ccm by 
Germany’s Detmqcx, 15.625 
per ern'r by Peeteo (U.S. 
SteD and 15 625 by Syria 
Sbdt (Royal Dtrefe SM>. 

He uni that obi of 22 
mtsnuuionaJ who 

explored for oti in S*rU fere- 
tng toe 198to. ter round oil 
aad toe others, left toe com- 
ay. Thowwtefcft spent $600 
nufeon. 

Mr. Nabulai said Syria was 
abo producing around 6J6 
raiUioc cubic men. (226.6 
mfl tio o cubic fret) pier day of 
P* from three gas treatsncM 
plots. 


quite extra ordinary 


Gofd&Ge 


”Tbh n tetoric occasion 
for toe United States and for 
te other cou nt ries fear have 
accepted fee agreement,” 
U$. acting dtief of mtrakm 
to the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT) 
Andrew Scoter, told Renters. 

“It is a great achievement 
few together wife the United 
States and Canada we could 
ratify and toco deposit fee 
ratlncation instrument* 
together steed of lan. 1.” 
raw Jeao-Picrrc Lens, fee 
European U moo’s ambassa- 
dor. 

In a message from Spam 
where be it on holiday. 
GATT chief Peter Suther- 
land who becomes interim 
head of the WTO. raid toe 
fact that at least 85 countries 
had now ratified or accepted 
fee accord was ”« nwrvefious 
Sort” for the new body. 

There accounted for fee 
vaa bulk of worid trade. “U 
is a very good omen for toe 
fuTttre. be declared. GATT 
Currently has 225 members, 
and eventually some 14$ ore 
ex pec te d to come into toe 

new omstMtien. 

The WTO is fee centre- 
piece of fee world trade trea- 
ty negotiated over seven 
years in GATT* Uruguay 
Round, li cuts tariff* by an 
average of more than one 
third and opens market* for 
•erriecs, form produce and 
textiles. 

Over fee coating year, it 
win absorb GATT, which has 
lasted 46 year* os a "tempor- 
ary body* 1 because of tbc big 
traders’ failure m fee late 
IMk to agree on a more 
powerful body. 

Both Mr. Stokr and Mr. 
tag said feev bettered trade 
co nfl icts between W 


ton and Brussels **, •** 
less likely in the ^ . 
although difficuhic* 
in GATT have brw^-- [ " r: " 
on occasion to the 
trade war* — would . 

"Many of the wa.i-‘ 

(ants that Characten^-''' :>l - 
U.S.-EU relatronsbir ■■■ 
the rc&ultcd (vn- ,:: 
perfect rules xha: 
viewed differently 
sides, *’ said Mr. Stole r 

With the new tre.i^ 
added, and speriallv ;rh: 
are* of farming sufoiihf' 
which were at the ce::-c 
many disputes,” I femk wr 
hare a better set of nilo and 
a shared understanding 
what (he rule* are." 

Both expressed driapp.’:!.' 
mem feat there had teen no 
agreement before the new 
year on a permanent hc;ul L' r 
the new body. "U is «rta:nfv 
a failure on toe part of ~ 
cnuitcnri feat they could ih»i 
reach a consensus for Jan L" 
said Mr. Long. 

But the two envoys im1i> 
cated they stood firm)) be- 
hind their rival candidate*, for 
the post ■— Italy’s ct-Tradc 
Minister Renato Rug&tefo 
for fee EU and former Met > 
*can President Carios Salmas 
dt Gortari for toe United 
States and Latin America. 

In GATT member head 
count. Mr. Ruggiero is well 
stead, followed by South 
Korea’s former Trade Minis- 
ter Kisn Chul-Su — who hu 
fee backing of Asian and 
Pacific region state*. 

“It tf true that we have 
three good candidates." said 
Mr. Sioler. “but 1 think that 
President Salmas who (step- 
ped down as Mexico’s head 
of sutc on Dec. U has de- 
monstrated in a real- life en- 
vironment his commitment fu 
libera) trading regime." 
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Merrill Lynch maintain4DM/USD1.55 
and JPV/USD 92 


tissues 
{shares 
adlstocks 
dduplo 
D 438.1m 

•Whhji toSfl of JD 40 
lion in -ntiw issues of 
res and stocks during 
re ruber 1994, the overall 
nne at ^he primary mar- 
of the^Aiuraan Financial 
rket since the beginning of 
: year has reached 
438.1 minion. Observers 
s that most investments in 
new issues were by local 
istors Contrary to the be- 
of many optimists that 
iign investments would be 
iacted -to the Kingdom 
1 the ^advent of peace, 
iff: to statistics from 
listry of Industry and 
foreign investments 
•ing the past eleven 
iths reached only JD 11, 
■sted in 76 companies, out- 
. total of JD 388.9 million 
■th of investments reg- 
red at" the ministry by 
.0 companies. As such, 
tfgn investment accounted 
>only 2 l 8 per cent of the 
toll investment during the 
L eleven months of this 
s (Al Aswaq). 

t The dtid-year results of 
5 Arab Jordan Investment 
Ik show' that deposits of 
tats climbed to JD 178.1 
Edon, a; rise of JD 13.S 
cion over die mid-year re- 
ts in 1993.; Credits ex- 
ited by the Bank increased 
isn JD 171.7 million to 
JD89.2 million. Overall 
acts totalled JD 227.1 mil- 
fai .compared to JD 217.1 
nufiaa at; mid-year in 1993 
IA1 Aswaty ' 

w Total assets at the end of 
■b 1994, ‘(mid-year results) I 
a, Caito^Ktttmari BanTT 
ished JD 385.7 million. 
Oidics extended by the bank 
Btsharpfyby JD 38.27 mil- 
fa peaking at JD 173.09 
Dfion. at? the end of June 
"Thelbank resorted to 
other banks 
institutions to 
a decrease in 
clients from 
, liion to JD 299.5 
riba at mid-year. Howev- 
a. total deposits amounted 
to IB 329.4 million (Al 
A»q). j. 

blanks *m Jordan have 
ojKqed-30aew branches this 
yttfnii Edition to 112 
Aia 20 branches in 
the Vest JBank and Gaza 
Sri; rbsri^s have a total of 
435 amc|es compared to 
385 irandies at the end of 
last tar. Ttyenty more bran- 
ds vt ejected to open in 
the Palestinian territories 
no rear fc/inging the total 
dm to 40 branches for an 
ia« nent;of $28 million (Al 

w q) 

0 te Department of Cus- 
iw gibe holding monthly 
jai legs I throughout next 
yea frtiy; to work out any 
* nties or difficulties be- 
w the! department and 
vnf i economic sectors. 

of such gatherings, 
take the form of a 
between customs 
and the private sec- 
ill be held at one of 
a’s hotels on Jan. 7 
r). 

extended by the 
-Jtriai Development 
£ during the first nine 
As oi| this year have 
Jted JD 26.1 million 
id over 112 borrowers 
pared fo JD 22.8 million 
It) borrowers during the 

1 period of last year (Al 
»ur). : 

.The Jordan petroleum 
[eiy Company has- in- 
id its gas production to 
jnnes a day in addition 
lportinfe 250 tonnes a 
According to the secret- 
meral of the Ministry of 
;gy and Mineral Re- 
: .es, there is no intention 
'*e the price of a gas 
,Jer (Al Aswaq). 

Industry and Trade 
[ster Rima Khalaf ex- 
to finalise economic 
^ents! between Jordan 
** Israel by mid-May. 
v ftiations between the 
^Icounteies started last 
Covered industry, 
and money cfaang- 
*Asw&q). 



Me^l^J y -p^£f baki ’ Plivate “■ 

Currency outlook 
Overview 

a Christmas-holidays shortened 
Re^ifr Week ’ ■ t * ie doI ? ar held on to the gains since the Nov. 8 
EES 1 ^rnT?^^ mid - tenn U.STdections. to trade 
S M 5 J 5?/ I ;- 57 J and JPY/USD 100 levels. As ex- 
pected, the Fed declined to raise rates again at its Dec. 20 

irfffr me *5 ms “J 1 ! f ocus now is ou the next FOMC 
n • Jan - 31_Fe f- 1 - A50 basis Point hike in the Fed 

m ?J**E*i “ *“• me cting- A similar bike is 
expected at the March 31 meeting 

TwiSL 1 "/ 1 * ° Ul 10 ^ the peaking of U.S. rates' as our 
December forecast assumes, the dollar rally may not have 
HU -S- growth remaSo^S. 
Mwt^e^Fed to raise the funds rate to 7 per cem.or 
a stronger dollar may result. For now,, we maintain 
^i 2 ' month forecasts of DM/USD 1.55 and JPY/USD <P 
which assumes that Germany and Japan w01 hike official 
interest rates in the second half of 1995. 

Technical View: The U.S. dollar was generally strong against 
JP 051 of the world’s major currencies during the week ended 
Dec. -3. As a result, the dollar index posted its eighth gain in 
tune weeks: Nonetheless, the index has only managed to 
chaUenge — but not penetrate — resistance in the 89.00- 
91.00 area. Moreover, both sentiment and momentum, can 
be described as being overbought, at least on a short term* 
basis. 

. ThoSj while medium term momentum is still constructive - 
(indicating still higher rally highs in coining weeks): short 
term weakness, in the context of the still developing uptrend, 
appears indicated. A break below. 89. 00 would be a good sign 
that a correction is under way. Although benchmark support 
remains at 84.91, most of the nearby support exists hi the 

86.80- 87.95 range. 

- Japanese yen 

Fundamental View: The 'dollar continued' to trade' steady 
around the JPY/USD 100 level. The dollar has benefited in 
recent weeks from a combination of dollar purchases, mainly 
by the Bank of Japan. We continue to expect the dollar to 
trade as low as JPY/USD 92 over the next twelve months. 

Technical View: The Japanese yen gained 0.1 percent versus 
the U.S. dollar during the week ended Dec. 23.. Sentiment is 
oversold. While the currency has only mar ginall y penetrated 
the trading range that has been in force since July, it has 
decisively moved below the post-February uptrend channel. 
Momentum is stQl weak, and appears to have the potential to 
have a downward bias irito February.. 

If so, this would allow for an upcoming penetration of 

100.80- 101.80 Y/U.S.S support; such a move would set the 
stage for further weakness to 105-107. With the above in 
mind, resistance at 96-97 takes on added significance. 

Deutschemark 

Fundamental View: The dollar held steady ' against the 
Deutschemark trading around DM/USD 1.57. The Deuts- 
chemark has been strong on the European crosses, with the 
French franc and the Italian lira losing ground, due to 
political uncertainties in the two countries. , It looks in- 
creasingly clear that the dollar has bottomed aggnst tbe. Ll 
• mark~<uOiv > that ■"ther fmaifcs»t?.tras^gHki confi dc iice in ■ the o' 
FecL’siiaffetion fighting credentials. For mos^. <?| this .year, ^ 
markets have regarded the Fed as being “behind the curve” 
on inflation and consequently investors preferred to hold 
marks rather than dollars. Market participants now seem 
more inclined to believe that the Fed is serious in its turn 
toward a more restrictive, monetary policy. 

Due to this sea-change in sentiment, we recently revised 
our outlook for the dollar-mark exchange, rate from being 
negative on the dollar versus the mark to having a neutral 
stance. An important wild card for the dollar is whether or 
□ot the massive amounts of capital outflows that 



monetary policy are likely to lead the S.F to 0.86 in 
12-months tune- *. 

In line witmpur revised Deutsche mark-do 
looks for father near-term dollar strength, 
the franc to waken against the dollar in the i 
before recovering to trade near S.F./U.S.I 


"forecast that 
b now expea 
^ few months 
-33. 


,* SjE Swiss franc 

Technical V®* 1 The Swiss franc declined OjZ'per cent versus 
ihe greenbacjc during the week ended DecJ|23. Sentiment is 
at its most oyersold readings-: in over a yees- Medium term 
momentum is weak , but the&irrency remains above its 1994 
uptrend Une^ The DMxni& fell 0.2 p<#cent last week. 
Medium term momentum Jhas maintained* its upward bias, 
and is approaching overbought levels. Thetrally m the cross, 
therefore, may be approaching its finajgstages. Although 
benchmark jfrrpport exists at .827, a^ecline derisively 
through .844 would damage the uptrend. Resistance exists 
above .850; J 

$ 

ranmfani dollar ^ 

Fundamental View: The Canadian dollar continued its slide 
against the U.S. dollar, chopping to ;C$/U.S.$1.40 level. 
Canada’s economic fundamentals are sound, yet, they have 
failed to provide any respite to the. GS. Led primarily by 
exports, third-quarter real GDP growtii registered an im- 
pressive 4.7 per cent rate following a robust 6.4 per cent rate 
for the second quarter. Canadian exports grew at a 20 per 
ceiit annualised rate in the third quarter. The strong export 
performance enabled the third quarter current account 
deficit to decrease to C$5.1 trillion trip C$7.5 billion in the 
earlier quarter. -g 

As a share <rf GDP, this is the iayijest level in over seven 
years. Personal consumption grew if. a respectable 2.9 per 
cent Unemployment washdown in November from 10 per 
cent to 9.6oer cent. In September and October, the Bank of 

” policy with low sboit- 


:iy in the consumer 
the recovery in the 

pressure on short- 


f.frperi 

Canada followed an easy monet 
term interest rates, given that the 
goods sector was more fragile 
external sector. jp 

The Bank of Canada limited up 
term rates through maintaining i low overnight rate, below 
die. U.S. Fed funds rate. With the U.S. now moving towards 
a restrictive monetary policy,: interest rate differentials are 
~ in favour, ftktiieJJ . S.$, putting downward pressure 

year, rates will be increased 
g the cash rate to 10 per 
carve to invert by the second 

: near-term, positive news for the AS is likely to come 
through indications that economic growth in the December 
quarter is likely to be strong. Also, the government’s fiscal 
package — released second or third week in January — is 
expected to project surpluses in 1996 and 1997. However, 
current account data for November is slated to be released 
on Jan. 4 and that is likely to be negative for the AS. We 
expea the AS to be trading near , U.S.S/AS 0.80 in 
six-month's time before falling back U.S.S/AS 0.78 in 
12-month’s time. . 



MEES: 
Israeli 
capital to 
be used in 
Egyptian 
project 

NICOSIA (AFP) — Israel’s 
Merhav Group has joined in 
a nearly S1.5 billion project 
to build a refinery near Alex- 
andria, Egypt, the Middle 
East Economic Survey 
(MEES) reported in its latest 
edition. 

The refinery is part of a' 
multi-billion dollar program- 
me designed to mo wise both 
public and private capital 
over the next five years to 
expand Egypt’s oil refining 
and petrochemical facilities, 
according to the Cyprus- 
based review. 

Merhav along with Swiss 
and Egyptian private firms 
represent 80 per cent of the 
Irish-registered Middle East 
Oil ! Refineries (MU) OR) 
venture to buSd a 100,000 
barrel-per-day (b/d) refinery 
at Sidi Kerir, MEES said. 

The remaining 20 per cent 
of the $150 milli on capitalised 
MIDOR belong to the state- 
owned Egyptian General Pet- 
roleum Company (EGPC), 
which will supply Egyptian 
crude to the refinery.. 

Merhav’s head, Yossi Mer- 
man, has said his group has 
already raised $700 million 
for the project, out of which 
$200 million wiD come from 
the United States, MEES re- 
ported. 

Oil Minister Hamdi Al 
Banbi told MEES that Cairo 
has decided the five-year plan 
after “noticing that Europe 
and the East Mediterranean 
countries have not been 
building refining and pet- 
rochemical capacity for some 
time.” 

“We expea that there will 
be an opportunity to increase 
exports .to the neighbouring 
regions in the coining years... 
we will also be needing more 
petroleum products in Egypt 
after year 2000,” he added. 


Batayneh heads 
investment arm of 
huge Palestinian 
holding firm 


By a Jordan Tunes staff 
reporter 


& 


AMMAN — The Palestine 
Investment and Develop- 
ment Company (PEDC), a 
huge holding company set up 
estinian businessmen in 

ie wake of the breakthrough 
in the Middle East peace 
process, enters 1995 with a 
new manager for its invest- 
ment arm after setting up 
affiliare firms in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Safwan Batayneh, econo- 
mic advisor at the Prime 
Mmiste assumed his new 
job on Dec. 18 after taking a 
one-year leave of absence 
from the prime ministry. 

Dr. Batayneh, who served 
as vice-president of a major 
American investment firm 
and has extensive experience 
in the Wall Street, said the 
$200 million capital company 
has already set up several 
projects in tourism, industry 
and housing in the West 
Bank and Gaza and was 
studying other projects. 

“We are considering sever- 
al projects and are also on the 
lookout for viable invest- 
ments in all seaors of the 
Palestinian economy,” Dr. 
Batayneh told the Jordan 
Times. 

The firm, which is in fact a 
holding company, has 
already set up three affiliates 
in the West Bank to handle 
projects in tourism, industry ' 
ana housing. Details of the 
projects already under imple- 
mentation were not im- 
mediately available, but they 
are believed to involve tens 
of millions of dollars. 

While commercial viability 
is indeed a. prime considera- 
tion in determining invest- 
ment, the company will also 
seek to support “initiatives 
launched by the Palestine 


National Authority*” Dr. 
Bataynbh said. “After all, 
one of the company’s prime 
objectives is to develop the 
Palestinian economy and 
hence we will be also be 
involved in infrastructure 
projects” in the West' Bank 
and Gaza, he said. 

The Palestine Investment 
and Development Company, 
a firm registered in Liberia, is 
the biggest Palestinian titi- 
vate sector venture and in- 
volves dozens of Palestinian 
businessmen based in Jordan, 
the Gulf states, Europe and 
the United States. 

The establishment of the 
company was formally 
announced in mid-1994, 
shortly after Pjalestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat and 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Shamir signed an agree- 
ment in May to implement to 
Sept. 13, 1993, declaration of 
principles on Palestinian 
autonomy. 

Whfle not all its founders 
need necessarily see eye-co- 
eye with the political prog- 
rammes of Mr. Arafat, presi- 
dent of the PNA which nins 
autonomy in Gaza and the 
West Bank town of Jericho, 
the philosophy that prompted 
them to come together and 
launch the huge venture was 
a realisation that the private 
sector had to take up the 
initiative to develop the 
Palestinian economy, accord- 
ing to some of the sharehol- 
ders of the firm. 

“We do not believe in leav- 
ing eveiything to the political 
regime, hoping that it would 
do the job for usj,” said one 
shareholder eariieiMhis year. 
‘The private sectoKhas to 
take up its own initiative and 
see it through while of course 
cooperating with the political 
forces.” 


Pound sterling 

Fundamental View: In a short and quiet trading week, the 
pound held steady around USD/GBP 1-54 and DM/GBP 
2.42. Following the 50 basis point hike in the base lending 
rate by the Bank of England in the first week of December, 
the British pound staged a modest rally, rising to USD/GBP 
1.57 and DM/GBP 2.46. 

U.K. fundamentals continue to look good: Underlying 
inflation — retail price inflation less mortgage interest 
payments — is currently only 2 per cent. The lowest level in 
27 years. However, real GDP rose 4.2 per cent in the third 
quarter following a 4.1 per cent increase for the second 
quarter and growth for 1994 should average 3.7 per cent. 
With very little spare capacity left in the U.K., inflation is 
likely to begin picking up soon and we expea base rates over 
the next year to be increased by another 100 basis points. 
However, we also expea that the U.S. will continue to 
tighten monetary policy whfle Germany is expected to shift' 
to a less accommodative stance by the middle of next year, 
German official rates — the Lombard and discount rates — 
are expeaed to remain unchanged during the first half of 
1995 before possibly edging higher in the second half. 

As we expea the short-term interest rate differential 
between Germany and the U.K. to widen, we look for the 
pound to appreciate against the mark to DM/GBP 2.50 in 
12-month's time and we expert the pound to follow the mark 
higher against the dollar to our 12-month forecast of 
USD/GBP 1.61. 

Technical View: The British pound lost 0.9 per.cent versus 
the U.S. dollar during the week ended Dec, 23,’ and w«s the 
weakest of the six major currencies we regularly discuss. 
Sentiment continues to improve and is near ovirsold levels. 
Momentum is weak and has the potential to remain so until 
February. Important nearby support exists down to 1.526 
U.S.S/L, and a break below that level would aDow for a test 
■of the January low at SI .465. Resistance exists near $1.58, 
then $1,643. • “ , „ « - , , 

Against the DM, sterling fell 0-5 per cent last week. 
Momentum appears to have expected to show a steady 
decline, and the federal deficit is decrease. Diverging 
inflation rates in the coming year and concerns over 



irpra 


tsdU 

i &3»r. 



FOB RENT 

Many apartments and vitas 
furnished and unfurnished. 
We also have many Ratings of 
villas, flats, and buRcting lots 


Commercial and 
residential. 

For more details call: . 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel. 810605/810609 
810520 
Fax: 810020 


FLAT.OTKL L, 

SwiHyetil 






FtatOTEL 
’^-mcuvtnY 
HOSPITALITY 
GASTRONOMY . 
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863944-8166901 


Cata‘ 

Hamburgers + Pizzas 
ELITE CAFE' 

Swetfiyeh 
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CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Er^ineers' Housing 
E^ate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

MonojolJan Barbeque tor 
Lunch Friday only 
1^14 818214 

and taste our 
ialities 

Opea daify l2:06 • 3‘JO p.m. 
Mkbdgbt 

Air Conditioned Hall 







SZECHWAN GARDENS 


The first & best 


CHINESE RESTAURANT 


Chinese. Restaurant 
In Jordan 


Typical tMnw Foods 
SMEad Cite— Chefs 


1st Circle. Jabai Amman, near 


| OpeiilM-ZXi&a-Mitt&i | 


ANiyyah Girls Schools 



Take away is available 


Take away hf mflaMa 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 p.m. 


SW/WWSW 
Urn UfMinaft Commtial C#Xr» 


7:00 — midnight 


TaL: 861174 


Tel.: 638968 


,8«cc Tested Ahvegsuvcd. 



MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

The Best Cooking, 
Best Service, 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. nearBaytuna 
Housing Estate 
Open from: 

12 noon - 3:30 pjn. 

6:30 - 11‘J30 p.m. 
TeU 861838 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying 'hhd selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gola^against the.i 
dollar at midsession on the London Foreign Exchange anrT 
bullion markets Friday. 


U-S. $1-00 costs 


One sterling 
One ounce of gold 


1.4036/46 

1.5490/00 

1.7344/54 

13106/16 

31.82/86 

5.3410/60 

1623.0/4.0 

99.62/72 

7.4325/25 

6.7620/70 

6.0780/30 

$1.5632/42 

$382.60/383.10. 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese 
Swedish 
Norwegian 
Danish crowns: 















Solo yachtswoman battles rough seas in crippled ^esseT 

Fears still held as Australian frigate steams to rescue 


SYDNEY (R) — Rescue 
authorities said on Friday 
they may lose track of 
French yachtswoman 
Isabelle Autissier, adrift in 
huge sub-Antarctic seas, 
because her two emergency 
radio beacons will run out 
of power before she is due 
to be rescued Sunday. 

Radio stations have been 
asked to broadcast a mes- 
sage to Autissier to turn off 
one of the beacons before 
they both run out of power, 
said Keith Hopper from the 
Australian Maritime Safety 
Authority. 

“We really fear we may 
lose her if both beacons run 
out of power.” Hopper told 
Reuters. Each beacon has 
48 hours of power. 

Radio France. Austra- 


lian state-owned broadcas- 
ters and some commercial 
stations in southern Au- 
stralia have agreed to air 
the message in French and 
English. 

Autissier, 38. had been 
heading for Sydney in the 
second leg of the BOC 
round the world solo chal- 
lenge when she activated 
the emergency beacons at 
5.45 p.m. (0300 GMT) on 
Wednesday. 

Aurissier’s normal radio 
communications have been 
severely damaged. A sur- 
vival lot, including a raft 
and radio, was dropped to 
her from an Australian Air 
Force Hercules plane on 
Thursday, but Autissier has 
not made radio contact. 

“We just don’t know why 


ATHENS (R) — A 20,000- 
seat Athens stadium , sche- 
duled to host next June’s 
European nations basket- 
ball championship for men. 
is far from ready and offi- 
cials expressed concern Fri- 
day whether it would be 
completed on time. 

“The stadium’s seats, the 
’ electronic scoreboards, the 
wooden floor, and the 
warm-up courts are still to 
be completed.” an official 
involved in the works told 
Reuters. 

“There’s a lot of work to 
be done, there have been 
delays 2 nd we must start 
immediately so that every- 
thing is ready on time.” he 
said. 

The court, next to the 
Athens Olympic Stadium, 
is nicknamed the Temple of 
Basketball and will be 
Europe’s largest when 
finished. 

I; was originally sche- 
duled to open last October 


and Athens club panathi- 
xaikos would have used it 
as its home court. 

“We are losing big 
money waiting for the sta- 
dium to be completed,” 
said Panathinaikos presi- 
dent Pavlos Yannako- 
pouios, who has spent S22 
million in the past three 
years to buy some of the 
"most expensive players in 
Europe. 

“Now we cramp our fans 
into a 3.000-seat stadium in 
both Greek and European 
matches and this is a pity 
since we could have sold an 
average 9.000 tickets a 
game if we had the space.” 
he said. 

Sports ministry officials 
said the stadium' was now 
due to be completed by 
April and that they ex- 
pected record profits from 
the two-week tournament 
with tickets going for an 
average $40 each. 



MERRY CHRISTMAS 
AND 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 

TO ALL MOTHERS IN THIS 
WORLD WHO KNOW WHAT 
IT MEANS TO LOSE A CHILD 
AS IS HAPPENING IN 
CHECHENYA. 

LET US PRAY TOGETHER FOR 
UNIVERSAL PEACE. 

FROM THE CHECHEN AND 
NORTH CAUCASIAN MOTHERS 
IN JORDAN. 

TEL/FAX 962-6-831524 


AI-Maw'eL 

IItf NationaI Cf.vrtR foR Psychologic aI A%d 
EdtCAiiovd CoNscitAiios 


AI-Maw'eL 

hA5 VACANCIES fOR T he follower POSITIONS 


1 - PsycholoqiCAl counsellors 
AN d cliNicAl psycholoqisrs 

holdi\Q EhrhcR cIoctorate or masters deques 
2 - An AdMiNISTRATOR 

CARRyiNQ A bAChflORS dCQREE In MANAGEMENT 
wiTh EXPERIENCE 

5- A SECRETARY 
fl.LE.vr ix both ARAbic Ai\d Eisqlisti 
ANd wirh computer skills 


IllOSI (SICBtSIltJ P. AJ)J)lvtVC| toft A\y Ol llu IMJSiliONS < -V. 

Jill A\ ApplitAlioN A\tl pKOVitlf A C.V. ANtJ A pit II Rl 

AT Till" LiMIR loCAItlj b( JUIl\ 1 f If 6lll AN<I / ill < lift 1 1 
iMMulhiUv btlir\d llit ElicTRk.iT> AliIior'iia Inikliv, 
Abel AI-RaIiKi Haj MUiammacI Srrcu r, 
Bcildivci Nc>ibLK 49, Ttl 
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she hasn't osacd the 
radio." Hopper said, 
adding Autissier may have 
decided to try to get some 
sleep 3 fter baRiing fee wild 
scat for the past 24 hours 

-We hope she will at 
y» acr rune the radio into a 
commercial station and 
hear our message.” he 
added. 

The Hercules found Au- 
tissier's dismasted yacht, 
the EcurcuiJ Poirou 
Charenxes 2. being pitched 
wildly in 50-knot winds and 
gigantic seas about 900 
nautical miles south of Tas- 
mania. Brief grabled radio 
message to the Hercules. 
Autissier said there was 
‘something else wrong' be- 
sides die broken mast, said 
one of her shore crew who 


jboang :.-.r r****- 
Scr.ee said wforr 

ever else tS w- _ “g ®Vtil her 
boat mum be '-c or eric 

fee would lu ■ - ereewd * 
jury ng *uh at 

the* mam matt dec*. 

"She here 

used the ’ caS Ac 

had lost tor.va! down 
there.” 1 »Tvx*oc '-4d Reu- 
ters on fndsy. ! Husk j: 
must be her *c--7ftg. She 
may hast: Icua her nmer.*' 
Autiurer was :rrood to 
ercc: a jury rig %*hesi fee 
was dtsrruyaed ear • a fee 
Cape Tcrw'n-to.Sy-XJ’ fcf 
of the race. That ’..me fee 
managed to make way 
to fee French KeTpttke 
Islands in the southent In- 
dian Ocean and r mi ri kd a 
makeshift mas: 


Athens prepares Europe’s 
largest basketball stadium 
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Roberto Baggio 


Juventus want Baggio 
but not at any cost 


SESTRIHRE. Italy (Ri — 
Italian club Juventus said 
they wanted to keep World 
Cup star Roberta Baggio but 
were unwilling to break the 
bank to do so 

Baggio's contract with 
Juvcmus expires at the end <rf 
the season and speculation 
has been rife that :hc sinker 
conkl join a foreign dob will- 

fo* » stump «ta sew of. 

$30 million to boy fee player 
and pay his coo trier for three 
years. 

"We want to keep Bag- 
gio, ” Antonio Girarudo. man- 
aging director of the Turin 
team, told ANSA News 
Agency in an interview from 
tins Italian Alpine resort. 


N*w-J4ew~-N*w g- 

A new surprise or New Veer’s Em 
NRwYorfcy iNrw Yorfc«srt — rut — Slaesfa— i 

invites you to its special offer 

-Buy two pizzas and get fee third free {the offer *sva&d for 

one week). 

- Enjoy New Year’s Eve in a quiet and warm atmosphere to 
the tunes of our music. 

The Restaurant also invites its clients to a breakfast to be 
served after spending their evening. The breakfast in- 
cludes pastries, omlette and pancake. 

Happy New Year and Many Happy Returns 
Note: Free home delivery of takeaways. 

New York New York Restaurant, Shmteanl. 
Opposite Heya Cultural Centre, Tel. 605307 


GOREN BRIDGE 

WITH OMAfl SHARIF 
l TANNAK HJRSCH 

i •*»* iia/» uw. Sr<n 

IGNORE THE ADAGE 


Boih vulnerable. West deals 
NORTH 
*9854 
’ A K 7 4 
:• K3 
* Q J 3 
WEST EAST 

* K 2 ♦ Q J 10 7 

8 3 * 6 2 

Q98S4 J 10 2 

♦ A 10 6 4 * K 9 5 2 


SOUTH 

* A 83 

I QJ 1095 
: A 7 6 

♦ 8 7 
The bidding; 

Wew North East South 

Pa** 1 * Pan 1 - 

Put 2 7 Pan a 7- 

Pus Paw Paw 

Opening lead; five of 1 

Many player* love to quote bndae 

maxima, since they are cule and 
quile after) correct. But iT you follow 
them slavishly instead of name 
those little gray cells, you are headed 
fur many expensive emus. 

South’s hand » borderline for t 
jump ui game once hearts have been 
raised. We would have preferred a 
.game try. Had that bees two spades. 


North ttfiuld hare rejects, sfcnr i 
around*, bntvrvrr. wuu i haw 7t- 

ceived a gleeful accept-.-.: r 

West led a low dwsit rjj, taken fay 
dummy’s king. SViarrr d 
trumps in two rounds, rndio* is 
hand, and led a club West fallowed 
W and the jack lost u, :hr 
Declarer ducked the tpade lhift. but 
won the continuation. Another club 
lost to the ace and. since the com- 
munication between the d* fender*' 
hands uas aevered. dee.’srer abb 
to wm the diamond return. r^ST a 
diamond and dtfcsrd a spade on the 
queen of dubs. 

•but in the cold l; t -h: of day „ t* 
obvious the defcr.dm rwU hove 
won the day had W„. )piaPW j ^ 
*da«r Second hand tow “ 

When declarer f VM . W a km ch* 

toward dummy s hrALs*. Wee 

* n th the *cr 
and shifted to ihr kina of spadn No 
matter what det| arrr ^ mlTl 
be able to win i he «-«d club and 
cash whatever 5p ^. [nckj ^ M: ;- 
toere far the uk,n«. V^lattog * 
hoary adage ^-.11 net ^ ^Wrr. 
Urn tncka >:> r »ch black smt f-.r 
down one. 


rncsfc* 9tfon% dwa Au- 
L-accftkgn nted wife 
*«« B8f m**d hfen|. 
«»'!«* hull looked 
««nd srid ihrt yacht m»r- 
»w fe# 

7 <1*4 m feat * te **v t 
•as bef «ad Wtco 
■st ss&t Md Aeam rptA aS 
be Ufet 

Vina«d vu4 A«rismr 
*«ridBb m dock tod 

vjvtdtotbas^ea^cii* 

i.-ew Sbe taefcotf v«U. b« 
ai feridttc would bt 

4o-'i#w aisw- 


Sfee «o«i b< re*Uy 
r.rrti Sbs ts m&f toogri 
jr>i reagy SHeil»cfe. hm 
s=caai t*3g*c SBT, 1 * 
Sr sttd 

Tbe only dead) m fee 


BpC nferoccond in 1986- 
f 7 «*«mcneb yadnuzutt 
JtoQto l>ertHjs faft ovtf- 
aim mm off fee 
g»Aa»aiito amt after 
bklQfea huge southern 
Dfefe swefe. Mental Uzt- 
tm*nx Warned. 

Goodman* have eaaed 
y. bot a new cold 
torn ademohshcrSamr- 
«Jf. "Any from down 
tree in fee roaring forties 
* preoy rongh,“ Mid Hop- 
pb. 

Aatissior first sailed 
aronnd fee world solo in 
fee last BOC chaBeagc in 
1990-91 axuS eafecr this 
ynarsetfet record for fee 
Hying cloud ynctu race 
tom New York zo San 
Francisco around Cape 
Bora 
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sports in nmz* 

Chin* *up«rco«ch Injured In car cr«*^ 

BEIJING (R) — Oima's s»prrco»fe M J ^ \t 

wife were hurt m a car crash in iwrthca' 
drove hack to hts worn centre from hu: - . v; 

hosfeta l official said Fnda> *'H» Me » * 
official «kd bv telephone from Numhr- ■ 

Hcawtal in Wafan^han City, Liaontr- 
dcchned to pvc further . - d : r. k ' 

Tburedav rnght from Anshan, toe family r ■ 
father feed On December lo. w hv ■ sr ’ ’ 

Daban when hi* Mcroedo Sera Mnick a 
fee Beijing Evening New* said Ma *or- . 

head and had w nave snrehes. but to ' 
serkrealy hurt, the newspaper taxi. 

PACK bMt Red St*r In 

BELGRADE (R) — Leading Greek ■*' ' .' 

PACK Sakmika heat Red Star of Brlgradr 
50-481 in the fir* march of a t; 

tournament marked the fifft international 
Yugoslav team »ncc l f ,N. sanenow ag;« ' ' 

were relaxed atrmun three month* ai?’ 
players, including Petnig Suriaktwic wftv» ; 

39 points, are Yugoslavs. In the other • 
foor-doh event Limoges of France be-'- 
Belgrade 78-77 (43-34). Both scams are W. - - \ 
Cfcattpioes- Faituan won tiie title in JW; ; 

1993. 

Sand«ra darns NFUdafenalve honour* 

NEW YORK l.AFP) — TWo-sport star IV ■ " t; 
fee San Frimexsco 49c« has been wed N*t- 
League defensive player oi the veer by sp< 

Mtiocnridc Sanders, who joined San Ftxf:-; •’ l, t ' 
in September, after me players' strike : J ' 




”8ut otrvKwaiy mjB a a 

be abk to compete mA a 
Japanese dub that c*eoc*fi5« 
offered Robcno famp a S3& 
million deal.'* he added. 

Bafipo. 27. hj» torn ham- 
pered by mjarv tfa» icama 
bat veteran striker Gunfoea 
Vtftlb and rmng tut Akwifr 
dro Del Farrohtvc matt dm 
made up for ho aNeooc. - 

The Turjo team :r*4* 
leader Farm* by o»c poor 
vnfe a game it. hand ifedK^r 
throegh fee Sene A team. 

Baggio. 1993 European 
pUycr of the year, ri doc to 
return m a key match a gaiat I 
Parma wben acrioo resutos 
on Januan S ^ 


fv'rt^ar «feO baa 
[cast fere years wifem a 
ViMMi Aurodoboo. nro of 
‘Srm xt Writ Wrei — when 
hr piaytad for Yugosfrria’i 
ruTKSkii team w fee pe*t few 
d*vs 

t’ndw UEFA raks, ehfea 
arc aflpwed drive foreign 
payers apd mo aaawritod 

CCX3L 

'Komljcaovic I oft bis 

i sauafeM sct&o once be 


> pajod for Yayxfovife against case. UEFA wffi haw 
, Braatl tad Argcotina.*' dear feri up," l o feoc * 

! NBA ROUNDUP 


WA5BECT0N (AFP) — Nfefoefe MMUJI 
nafcw arid *tofe«* after Tforfey’i gamut 
MM fe. U. Obycn O 
litre** £27. Sun AMMn |2I* OT 
Oarfottr 225. OrfoMo 123 
Bmm* IU, GaUn Sure XU 
FMM m, from r 93 
LA. Lakers 9i* Settle 95 


Eastern Conference 

AtiMBtic Dhrisfom 


TeL: 699238 Gnetna Tel.; 677420 

CONCORD 


UNCORD ‘V 

StaUonefSbaren Storre 

■-r-ai 

specialist 

""coScoro^ 

CRUSH 

Shows; 3:15. S:!S 
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(o October European »c 
ccr'i gpvtnfere body ovw- 
turned fee reatfeaof a UEFA 
Cup ffm fog masah woe 3-2 
by CSKA Sofia against 
Juvcmus N sc ua a c fee 
rito dtfe had Mdod a player 
who had not been raftered 
wife UEFA by fee official 
dcafetoe. 

"There could be several 
sobanooa to feri — repeat of 
fee game, driquafifiratioo of 
fee ream— bw. whatever fee 
case, UEFA wflt have to 
dear feri up,” Jodioc re*d. 


Woodson and hoc hacker Greg Lloyd, both •" 

\n fee baSotmg. M It*a a wonderful addevea:.-; * ' 1 

said. “Not for myself, but 2 think for 
Rhodes, because he baa been r rao o mfo fe t*’t -W- 
on my abtifecs. fottins me ptey the way IV • 
way I’m befog used, He put me fo fee ntf-.: 

Sanders had played aft five of Ms previous V l 
with fee Falcons m Atlanta, where be also <■> v 
fee Braves baseball team. 

Alntr** h®ro Red Rum tel Idr century 

LONOOHfR) — Trite Grand Naaona) win r. : Rc.s U, 
a 30 oq Hew Yew’s Day — c^fovafom to M^ur-A 
human reran. Red Rom woo the Grand NWicrui ::: »■# 
1974 and 1977 and finished runner-op m j:ni - ,; 
Rk cafo n o rarely Uvt to 30. but apuzt fro r 
iftoeg three yean, ago when be suffered a tt ^ lo*. x. *.r 
Rod Rom has enjoyed good health. Gocdcv .is-.! i. 

Int on fee idea of aradfog a gift-boxod sfogfo rc«i • • 1 v 
fer horse ate it. 

Go^ttep«r acofrte wHh Ktector 

LISBON (R) — Bdgfon goalkeeper Gay Hubi". i 
Portuguese ttocer ream Estrda « Amodora sr.'ni - 
defeat by Cbavus Thursday ught when he ku h:. ac: 
head t» a late equahaer. Eafrtrla dc Amuck *: ± l 
down m feetr foil diviwo game wben HuKirt :r.. v - 
upfieid cad headed home from a owner, giviny. ins :ca-.r. 
1-1 draw. It was the first goal scored by a k-. : ::: ;:i 
Portuguese Qtonpioathip this season. 

Spun ship Dumttrtecu out to Sevilla 

LONDON ( AFP\ — TeCCtenham'i Romamaa v 

oar fee Dutariresbu h tm my to Spain and »iis .,v: 
fee rest of the season on loan to Sevilla after bpsi. ; 
cfounato Afon Sugar fed an about-turn to Hanum tiic .'r, 
Fnday. Spurs orprwily imrited on a unughdbrw.ix j ,r. 
wanting aft their money back on the forward for **\o- 
former manager Ottic Auitics paid 2.6 miftiou p^»undi !r 
than six months ago. Sugar at fwst turned down the Sr*.».i ; 
dub’s offer to take him on loan, bur has now teleme.f 


V i? 












White Hart Lane and asked to goon the transfer !i%; fr.,. 
this month. 

Famed Yankees pitcher AHie Reynolds die 

OKLAHOMA CITY. Okla (R) — Atiic Reynulds. uj, 
pitched for six World Series championship teams <n ch ’> 
New York Yankees has died. Reynolds, who h.iti !w 
underaoiQg treatment for cancer, was 79. Rcv:u>ij v 
hard-throwing right-hander who was known ju "s u -y 
Chief’ because of his Amcircan Indian ancestr. .u-.d b 
Nsmng fastball, compiled a 182-107 record with l( ; j 
earned run average in 13 Major League seasons. He M.;n- 
his career in 1942 wife tire Cleveland Indians and after •,! 
seasons jeatred the Yankees in 1947. where he pitched ii:.- 
retirement after the 1954 season. 

Sharpe to miss playoffs with neck Injury 

GREEN BAY (AFP) — Green Bav’s star receiver Sic - 
Sharpe wift miss the playoffs with a neck injure. . ,.‘i" 
Mike Holmgren confirmed Friday. Sharpe will bv 
missed by the Packers wben they host Detroit in tfu- • ’ ' 
round of tiie National Football League piavoffs Saru- < .. 
He caught 94 passes in the regular season for a to-? ' 
1,U9 yards and 18 touchdowns. Packet* doctor 
McKemre sod the injury involves looseness in Sharp-- . ' 
two vertebrae. He said n was too soon to know if & .. . J, 
career was threatened. Share was injured on Deecmi ' ' 
aguwt Atlanta when he hit his head on an opponen! « i 

SrSSnfh T ncn * d nngling in hU o.. 

Tasmania wins Sydney-Hobart yacht rac. 

SYDNEY (AFP) — Australian maxi >-aeht Tasmaui* « 
nght finifeto the 630 nautical mile 

race Thursday, arnvmo m HoKarr r*J v ■"* l! 


WMWWOiua. IWI tt Iiauncal milT l 

die line in the ulmd „»te ot Tim-n-vl Sj : 

eight knots. The 25.7 metre tS K 1 « 

£S BdEl lfe'' 0 ?L* h,<:h 1,30k linc Nr " 

Hobart m 1992, led a record>>icird startmp ni , t,u r : 
wsscls for most of the 50th nnmvc»*rv%i " £ ' ' 

by owner Robert aifford of the Rovaf 
Tasmania, she was first in ro fe e ? u ’' • 

&fdney harbour after a crowded ami -h« ^ TttB SWc{| '*in . 
(SOGMT) Monday. i »■ o 

beat Kiaola’s 1975 race record time of * wo i ^ 

36 minutes and 56 seconds bur *he cn ■ ^ dVN ’ h* , m 
weather Wednesday that 



Tel.: 618# ‘ 618275 


Tel,: 67557] 


wiH soon prteftnt 

MPdte Hijai 
(SUM’AAj 

ift th* Mtirlcai i 

Hi Citiz« 
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liiiiiit pull ou t 0 f SW umning World Cup 
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fc Beijing itself has alreaS^^^ g Federat,on - ™ d - 
■World Cup series 88 a venue ra the 

'Chinese caoitS ,““V he , raeet organisers in the 
it. p fai,ed lo confirm they would go ahead with 

i^5S=a.;^-£ , 3.-sjs.- t J a 

'with r^elat^nsTf 5 !?" no l to “P® 1 * had nothing to do 

sterofd ?or - <— <* “»**<= 

• jVJ. 1 } > a S Iet ~, were stripped of their Asian Games 
medals by the Olympic Committee of Asia. 

Ine swimmers who included women's world champions 
- * Al ^ ua Lu Bin, were suspended for two years . 

Onna has vowed to take steps to curb doping which it 
maintains is an isolated problem and not officially sane- 

atWeres°abro!d! ,ISed ’ “ by SOme tt3inm and 


Chinese swimmers have taken part in the World Cup 
senes in die past but Yuan said the event produced little 
benefit in return for the disruption to training 

JJS b t n *?V is th ?5 ^ey have some experience in 
now to compete, he said. 

Yimn said another reason for missing the Hong Kong 
meeting was that entry formalities for travel there were 
extremely complicated. 

■ 111 ^° n 8^ on g' one of the organisers said he doubted 
visa ™™culty was a factor since special arrangements to 
pick up visas on entry mro the territory could have been 
made. 

“At present.. .it may be embarrassing for them to send 
swimmers, Ronnie Wong, a member of the Hone Kong 
organising committee, said. 

“I think there are other problems hindering then- 
coming, maybe finances.'* 

The Hong Kong event next Tuesday and Wednesday is 
the first of seven m the World Cup series of short-course 
(25-metre pool) meetings. The six others will be held in 
European venues between January 31 and February 19. 

Germany’s Franziska Van Almsick, world 200 metres 
freestyle champion, leads an entry of 74 swimmers from 16 
countries and territories in Hong Kong. 

Van Almsick set a 200 metres freestyle world short- 
course record at the Beijing World Cup meet two years ago 
and Wong hopes she will break the mark in Hong Kong. 


Jordan Handball Championship 

Ahli maintain lead; 
Orthodoxi drop to 2nd division 
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Switzerland’s Vreni Schneider on her way to her win. 


villa I 

^Povenia’s 

• atier $puiv“«; r. i. 

.^Mnthedeab:.^ERIBEL, France (R) — _ 

-.-.-ward saklv -Slovenia's Urska Hrovat 

• J for wW-l* spoiled Vreni Schneider’s run 

■ -pounds lesi ■’Lof access when she won the 
.-• [heSpaniacxdrini slalom of the women’s 
••.*ienurd?d:.';’A^iine Skiing World Cup in 
-mem? - ftrinBHV Meribel Friday, 

coals- Mraff-.Tlie 20-year-old Hrovat,* 

■ -/c. bui . fnwhose only previous World 

jrnv3f*.Vi&p success was on home 
-.v list eariii'^.-JBOW in Maribor last season, 
had a near-perfect second run 
and won in a combined time 
Ifdds die ?i>h£one minute 20.15 seconds. 

Schneider, the World Cup 
■-ids. ftii *■ folder, had to be content 
i with di f :-%ith second place 0.09 
■ hjd he* >tonds behind. She also lost 
■molds, 


Hrovat ends Schneider’s run 


' her unbeaten record in sla- 
loms this seasons. 

The 30-year-old Olympic 
champion would have taken 
the overall World Cup lead 
with a one-point advantage 
over compatriot Heidi Zeller 
if she had won. 

“I never thought I could 
sld so well as I did today 
because of the rain,” said 
Hrovat. 

‘T had problems at the 
start of the season because I 
had new skis but Fm impro- 
ving with every race,” she 
added. 

The most gifted of the 


yoiong and impressive Slove- 
nian team, she said it was a 
special pleasure to beat 
Schneider, who had won the 
last six slaloms she had en- 
tered. 

"It gives me extra motiva- 
tion because she is in such 
good shape at the moment. I 
hope 't&ere will be more vic- 
tories like this one next 
year,” she said. 

France’s Leila Piccard, the 
sister of former super-giant 
Olympic daa ipiou Franck, 
shone on home mow,, .taking 
third place in 1:20.74, her 
best result in a slalom. 


_ More of a giant-slalom spe- 
cialist, she had only made it 
to the podium once before, in 
a giant in Cortina last year. 

Australia’s Anita Wacfater, 
back in form after a lacklus- 
tre start to the season, was 
fourth on 1:20.78. 

There were more bad news 
for Schneider as Germany’s 
Katja Seizinger, the world’s 
leading downhill specialist, 
showed she wonld also be 
able to score vital points in 
slaloms this season. She took 
eighth place in 1:22.19, ha- 
best result by far in a technic- 
al event 


Bernard Tapie 

Tapie 
to stand 
trial 

LILLE, France (R) — The 
legal troubles of bankrupt 
French businessman and ex- 
soccer boss Bernard Tapie 
worsened when a judge 
ordered him to stand trial in 
march on charges he ri gg ed a 
soccer match, judicial sources 
said. 

Judge Bernard Beffie said 
■Tapie, ex-president of Olym- 
pique Marseille, would stand 
trial in the north French city 
of Valenciennes from March 
15 to 21 charged with active 
-corruption, a staffer charge 
-than.theoriginal_gne of com- 
plicity. — 

Tapie, a former cabinet 
minister in a Socialist-led 
government who was de- 
clared bankrupt two weeks 
ago, is suspected of a role in 
bribing league opponents 
Valenciennes to lose a key 
match in May 1993. 

He will also be tried for 
allegedly influencing witnes- 
ses in the match-rig ging scan- 
dal. Each of the charges car- 
ries jail terms of between one 
and three years. 

Tapie denies any wrong- 
doing, also rejected charges 
that be illegally ran up mas- 
sive debts in ru nning his 
crumbling business empire. 

A few days after the dis- 
puted match, which Marseille 
won 14), the dab reached the 
peak of its success under 
Tapie’s eight-year leadership 
by winning the European 

■fwo weeks ago, Tapie” 
stepped down as president of 
the dub after soccer author- 
ities banned him . 

Five others implicated in 
the case will also stand trial m 
March, including former 
Olym pique manager Jean- 
Pi erre Bernes who also has 
been accused of active cor- 
ruption. 

Valenciennes players 
Christophe Robert and Jots: 
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charged with receiving bribes 
and Marseille player Jean- 
Jacques Ey delie will be 
charged with complicity 
along with Robert’s wife, 
Marie-Christine Robert. 


By Roufan Nahhas 

Special to die Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Titleholders 
A1 Ahli ended their match- 
es by crushing A mman 40/ 
18 Thursday in the 11 th 
week of the Kingdom's 
Handball Championship. 

A1 Ahli/ Amman 40/18: A1 
Ahli crushed Ajroman at 
the Sport Palace in an ex- 
citing match that gave A1 
Ahli another two-points to 
take the lead with 22 points 
in the overall standings. 

A1 Ahli experience and 
Amman’s weak defence 
gave A1 Ahli's Nabil Jamil, 
lyad Abed Hameed and 
the wingers Mousa Abdal- 
lah and his brother Issa the 
chance to score and move 
freely, confusing Amman's 
defence who looked weak 
and unorganised to end the 
first half with 23/9 lead. 

In the second half A1 
Ahli kept the pressure tak- 
ing advantage of the unst- 
able performance of Am- 
man's players who tried to 
attack bat in vain as the 


match ended 40/18 for A1 
Ahli. 

AI Salt/ Yarmouk 
Shouneh 33/29: Meanwhile 
in another match Al Salt 
beat Yarmouk Shonneh in 
an exciting match from 
both sides. 

AI Salt's Mohammad 
Hiudawi and Imad Tadrous 
led the attacks successfully 
in spite of a lot of pressure 
from Y. Shouneh who 
looked determined to win. 
The first half ended in a tie 
15/15. 


In the second half Al Salt 
concentrated on quick 
attacks to leave Y. 
Shouneh trailing as they 
won the match 33/29. 

Hussein/Orthodoxi 37-31: 
In another match Al Hus- 
sein pushed Orthodoxi to 
the second division after 
losing 10 matches. 

Al Hussein’s strong de- 
fence was enough to leave 
AI Orthodoxi in a dilem- 
ma, as Al Hussein scored 
an important 37-31 victory 
to remain fourth. 


Standings 


Ahh 
Arabi 
Salt 
Hussein 
Y. Shouneh 

Amman 

Orthodoxi 


GF GA Pts. 

420 276 22 
302 258 IS 
323 324 12 
299 314 9 
32* 364 7 
237 290 6 
292 373 2 


Hr Amman - Arabi have a postponed match. 


Newcastle’s Keegan hopes 
to slip back into top gear 


LONDON (R) — Newcastle 
manager Kevin Keegan is 
looking to Andy Cole and 
Paul Kitson to get their act 
together and help recapture 
his side’s old zest at Norwich 
Saturday. 

The St. James’ Park team 
started the season with six- 
straight wins and 29 points 
from their first 11 matches of 
the English Premier League 
campaign. 

Bat the last nine have 
brought just 10 points as 
Keegan’s side, who have slip- 
ped out of Europe and the 
. En glish League. Cup. have 
dropped to fourth in the 
table. 

Cole has failed to score in 
six games — his worst-ever 
spell for Newcastle — while 
Kitson has not featured on 
the score-sheet since Novem- 
ber 19. 

Keegan, once more with- 
out Peter Beardsley, has 
admitted the pairing has not 
worked as he had antici- 
pated. 

“Andy and Paul are trying 
to work out a new part- 
nership. It hasn’t lived up to 
my expectations so for but I 
feel they’ve got the ability to 
be a good pair,” said the 
manager. 


“They’re not sure where 
they’re going to ran or what 
the other is thinking, but it 
would surprise you if they 
did. 

“It’s wrong to throw two 
players together and say 
“there you go, you cost 
around two million pounds 
each and you should be able 
to play together. 

"I think there’s more to 
football than that but they're 
working hard and will get it 
right.” 

Keegan added: “If we can 
get three points at Norwich 
well be right back In - If. 
We’ve got 21 games left after 
Saturday — we’re not even 
halfway yet. 

“But after Norwich we’ve 
got 12 games at home and 
nine away and Fd keep us in 
the back of your minds when 
you’re talking about the 
championship.” 

Leaders Blackburn travel 
to London, seeking - to extend 
Crystal Palace’s miserable 
goalless ran to eight league 
games. 

One player hoping to end 
his own goalless speD is ex- 
pensive striker Chris Sutton, 
who he foiled to net for four 
matches. Palace are without 
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hamstring victim John Sala- 
ko. 

Paul Ince is again absent 
for champions Manchester 
United as they bid to make 
up for their midweek slip-up 
against Leicester at South- 
ampton and maintain the- 
pressurc on Blackburn. 

Liverpool, up to third after 
scoring six points out of six 
over Christmas, face a testing 
trip to Leeds. 

Hie Elland Road side are 
still without Brian Deane, 
Howells suspension would 
have been completed had 
Wednesday’s game at Black- 
bum not been postponed. 

The call-off, however, did 
give Gary Speed and David 
Wetherall additional time to 
recover from the injuries they 
sustained against Newcastle. 

Tottenham manager Gerry 
Francis faces an anxious wait 
to see if Nick Barmby and 
David whose will be fit for 
the trip to Coventry. 

Nottingham Forest need to 
add to West Ham's discom- 
fort at Upton Park if they are 
to stay in the title race. 

The Hammers should have 
John Moncur back, but Don 
Hutchison and Martin Allen 
are still injured. 




If you’re going to Europe or 
the USA get the best Gar Rental 

prices from Hertz. 
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1 

54 US Dollars 

1 

1 4 US Dollars 

1 

54 UK Pounds 

1 

659 French Francs 

308 Swiss Francs 


Winter specials 

@)inrer holidays in Europe and the 
Scares are an exciting perspective. They 
are even more so when looking at the car 
rental offers Hertz has prepared specially 
for you. 

Security 

(F)or 7 A years Hertz has been 
synonymous with top quality service. 
Today you can be assured of receiving 
the best at any one of our 5000 locations 
in 130 countries at affordable prices. 

It is not a surprise that Hertz is No. I in 
the World. 

(J)o reserve che car of your choice, 
simply call your local Hertz office or 
your travel agent. 
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apply- 



Global Access 




lETlie.u t .„« .,K f.T renews s.umng before 1 April 1995. 


Hertz rents Fords »!k other fine cars. 




Now you can withdraw 
up to JD 500 from our 
ATM Machines using 
your GlobalAccess card. 
Our ATM's also accept 
all MasterCard and VISA 
cards issued by HSBC 
Group members and any 
VISA card carrying the 
PLUS logo. 

For further information 

contact any of our branches: 

Jebel Hussein 

Tel: 660471/2 

Amman Branch 

Tel: 636175 /6 

Jebel Amman Branch 

Tel: 643102/6 

Wahdat Branch 

Tel: 770810, 770130 
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French pilot feared 
double hijacking 

D a ■aye t . 


PARIS (Agencies) — a 
F rench pilot said on Friday 
nc made an emergency take- 
off from Algiers airport at 
t-nristmas, fearing militants 
were planning to hijack his 
airliner along with an Air 
France jet just seized at the 
same airport. 

The pilot for French 
?° t ^ e ^ c airline Air Inter 
told France-Info radio that 
the control tower had not 
warned him of the hijacking 
even though he landed 30 
minutes after the Air France 
Airbus A3Q0 had been seized 
by hijackers. 

The pilot, who did not give 
his name, said his plane gfcn 
an Airbus A300, landed on 
Saturday a half-hour behind 
schedule. Had he landed on 
time, he said, his plane could 
have been seized instead. 

“If there were more of 
them, (the hijackers) could 
have split up and taken both 
planes,” he added. “It could 
have ended up very badlv.” 
The hijackers of the Air 
France jet shot dead three 
passengers before flying to 
Marseille where French com- 
mandos stormed the plane on 
Monday to end the 54-hour 
drama, killing all four guerril- 
las and freeing the 169 people 
on board. 

As soon as the Air Inter 
plane came to a halt. Air 
France security staff boarded 
and told the* pilot of the 
hostage-taking. 

The control tower never 
told us anything. If they had 
told us five or ten minutes 
earlier. I was just beginning 
my descent and I could have 
turned around immediately.” 

He said he disembarked his 
passengers and then rook off 
immediately for the southern 
French city of Marseille, right 
across the Mediterranean, 
without refuelling or unload- 
ing the luggage on board. 

Air Inter flight IT4210 left 
Marseille Saturday at 10:20 
a.m. (0920 GMT) and landed 
in Algiers ar 1 1 :45 a.m. — 25 
minutes behind its scheduled 


time of 11:20 

The hijacki.. e .... 

France A -300 jet, with more 
than 200 passengers and crew- 
on bq^rd, began a: :i:ig 
a.m,. according to Air 
France. 

Hie revelations are bound 
to fuel doubts raised bv 
French authorities about 
security at Algiers airport. 

Earlier Air Inter con finned 


a report in the daily Le 
Figaro that the Air Inter 
plane took off without taking 
on new passengers or unload- 
ing the luggage of passengers 
who had just arrived. 

But the airline did not 
know the exact reasons for 
the pilot's decision to make 
an emergency departure. 
“We are waiting for a secur- 
ity report,” said a spokes- 
man. 

Le Figaro said Friday 
Algerian hardliners had 
planned to commandeer the 
Air Inter jetliner in addition 
to the Airbus-300 which they 
later hijacked to France. 

Air Inter said the plane 
was only on the ground for 35 
minntes. “The Air Inter 
plane was not threatened at 
any time.” it said in a state- 
ment. 

The airline said an Air 
France mechanic who had 
been about to board the hi- 
jacked jet learned of the dan- 
ger and instead got on the Air 
Inter plane just before the 
doors closed. 

The Armed Islamic Group 
(GIA'J, the most violent of 
Algerian fundamentalist 
groups, claimed responsibil- 
ity for the hijacking. 

France has been shocked 
by the ease with which the 
hijackers, loaded down with 
guns, grenades and sticks of 
dynamite, were able to walk 
on the plane under the nose 
of airport security just an 
hour’s flying time from 
France. 

Meanwhile, the crews of 
two French gas tankers 
bound for Algeria refused to 
dock on Thursday because 
they feared for their safety 
and turned their vessels back 
to France. 

The communist-led CGT, 
the largest French Labour un- 
ion. said ail freight shipments 
to Algeria should be sus- 
pended until Jan. 4 to allow 
better security measures to 
be set up. 

Since the Christmas hijack, 

I Frmrh 




Settlers wreck Palestinian-owned gas station 

fVO IDicn rcDt'e m rw 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — Jewish settlers said on 
Friday they destroyed the 
foundation of a Palestinian- 
owned petrol station under 
construction in the Israr!:- 
occupied West Bank, ir. n 
effort to bar Palestinians 
from building there. 

David Alhayani. a settle- 
ment leader in the Wes: 
Bank’s Jordan rift respen. 
said the site was under settler 
jurisdiction, and Arab con- 
struction would no: be 
allowed there. 

But the armv said the c.w- 
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Also on Thundav. investi- 
g^ors identified one of the 
fai a rker s- a* Mafclxlnus B* 
Gucnaf, 25. from El Arach in 
-Algeria. 

The three other bodies had 
ye: to be formally identified 


( Continued on page 3) 
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ROME (Agencies) — Presi- 
dent Oscar Luigi Scalfaro in- 
dicated on Friday he was 
opposed to calling the snap 
general election being de- 
manded by outgoing Prime 
Minister Silvio Berlusconi. 

In his first public acknow- 
ledgement of the seriousness 
of the political drama franc 
Italy, Mr. Scalfaro said hi 
would need to hold a fresh 
round of talks with politicians 
to find a solution to the crisis 
sparked by Mr. Berlusconi’s 
resignation last week. 

Mr. Scalfaro said the first 
round of consultations pro- 
vided “a clear and evident 
result: That a majority (in 
parliament) say ’no’ to im- 
mediate elections.” 

He told reporters it was his 
duty to first seek a solution 
that could avoid new elec- 
tions less than a vear after 
Julians went to the polls. 

Mr. Scalfaro said he would 
have to hold a second round, 
which political sources said 
will start after the New Year 
holiday. 

His comments put him at 
loggerheads with Mr. Berlus- 
coni, who has insisted that 
snap elections are the only 
way to solve the crisis that 
broke after his former allies 
in the federalist Northern 
League left his stormy coali- 
tion. 

This week’s talks revealed 
deadlock between an alliance 
of the media tycoon and his 
loyal partners in the hard 
right National Alliance on 
one side and most other 
forces in parliament on the 
other. 

Mr. Berlusconi's camp says 
that any government that 
does not include them or 
involves the opposition 
would betray electors who 
'oted for the “freedom 
Vance” which won general 
ffions last March. 

Berlusconi’s Forza Ira- 
kept up its pressure 
Scalfaro to appoint 
:a tycoon as caretak- 
linister and said he 
ice under the con- 


snap polls 



imment is the 
must take the 
lections,” said 
.n\i spokesman 

mistaken 


from a constitutional point of 
view for a government of 
technicians to be given the 
task," Mr. Tajani added. 

Unlike the Northern 
League, Forza Italia and the 
National Alliance are widely 
seen set to gain from early 
elections that they say should 
be held soon under Mr. Ber- 
lusconi’s premiership. 

. An early poll could be held 
m late March, a year after the 
outgoing coalition swept to 
power, Mr. Berlusconi has 
told the president. 

“This country must return 
to the ballot boxes because 
voters have been betrayed,” 
raid Mr.Tajani, adding, in a 
barely disguised swipe 
against Mr. Scalfaro, that any 
other solution would only be 
a “Byzantine palace man- 
oeuvre.” 

“Just because a fragile 
arithmetical majority 
opposes elections does not 
mean that a government able 
to govern will come about, 
especially since such a gov- 
ernment will not be made up 
of forces that won the March 
27 legislative elections,” said 
Mr. Tajani. 

Mr. Berlusconi meanwhile 
took on the opposition Party 
of the Democratic Left 
(PDS), accusing the “com- 
munists and former commun- 
ists of seeking power without 
a mandate from the people.” 
“All current leaders of the 
PDS were in perfect harmony 
with Stalin and Brezhnev. 
How can their attitude sur- 
prise us,” the premier said in 
an interview with the first 
1995 issue of the Spanish 
daily El Mundo, cited by 
Italian news agencies. 

The PDS along with the 
Northern League and the 
Popular Party are opposed to 
snap elections and say there 
is a parliamentary majority 
for a non-partisan govern- 
ment of technocrats. 

Berlusconi opponents say 
such a government should 
introduce reforms including a 
new electoral law that would 
replace the current one which 
produces unstable govern- 
ments. Elections would then 
be held at a later date. 

Mr. Berlusconi’s govern- 
ment was the 52nd in nearly 
50 years. 


power feud 

TEHRAN (Rj - President 
Akbar Hashcmi Rafsanjant 
on Friday denied that there 
was a power struggle among 
Iran’s senior Shiite Muslim 
Ayatollahs. 

In a mass prayer senaoo. he 
dismissed as the "worn kind 
of injustice” reports that 
Iran’s supreme political lead- 
er Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 
was making a push for be- 
coming a "marja taqlid” 
(source of emulation), the 
top Shiite clerical rank. 

Many Iranian newspapers 
and influential clergymen 
have been promoting Ayatol- 
lah Khamenei as a new marja 
to fill the gap at the top of the 
Shiite clerical hierarchy since 
centenarian Grand Ayatollah 
Mohammad Ali Araki died a 
month ago. 

Some officials and clerics 
said outsiders like Ayatollah 
Hossein Ali Montazeri, dis- 
missed by the late leder 
Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini as his designated 
successor in 1989. should not 
be allowed to become a mar- 
ja. 

A newspaper this week re- 
ported demonstrations 
against Ayatollah Montazeri 
in front of his home. 

Mr. Rafsanjani, speaking 
publicly for the first time in 
the current debate, said 
Ayatollah Khamenei, whom 
he has known for 40 vears, 
was unambitious and it took a 
lot of persuatkm to make him 
accept the posts he held since 
the 1979 Islamic revolution. 

“When Ayatollah Araki’s 
illness b*5srme serious, we 
talked to hfc. Khamenei ab- 
out becoming a marja be- 
cause he did not want to 
accept the burden,” Mr. Raf- 
sanjani said. 

- “Now to distort frets and 
say that (Khamenei) pushed 
to become a marja or that 
there was a power struggle or 
that he felt superior is the 
worst kind of injustice.” 
Ayatollah Khamenei said 
two weeks ago that he would 
act as a marja for Shiites 
living outside Iran, but would 
prefer other qualified Ayatol- 
lahs to offer spiritual gui- 
dance to Iranian Shiites so 
that he could have time to 
attend to affairs. 

Mr. Rafsanjani said in any 
case Ayatollah Khamenei’s 
position as Iran’s supreme 
political leader was much 
more important than that of a 
marja. 

Under Iran’s constitution, 
the supreme leader is the top 
state authority and has nearly 
unlimited policy-setting pow- 
ers. 

The maijas derive their in- 
fluence from the allegiance 
and number of their followers 
who pay ihein religious taxes. 



Egyptian President Hasni Msbarak irirtr, 
listens as Saudi King Fabd 1 centre < uttu v> 


Syrian President Hafez Al Assad fa Alexandria 
w Thursday (AJFP photo) 


Syria hails Arab mini-su mmi t 


(Continued from P*8* 1) 

The summit talks came just 
two days after Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin travelled to 
Oman, becoming the first 
Israeli head of government to 
visit a Gulf Arab state. 

Syria has long opposed 
one-to-one deals between 
Israel and Arab countries and 
insists that only a global set- 
tlement can lead to a compre- 
hensive peace. 

‘Syria failed in its aim to 
impose a joint Arab decision 
on the Gulf countries,” said 
the daily Haaretz. 

And the Maariv daily said 
the summit had not achieved 
the aim of slowing down “the 
Arab World’s reconciliation" 
with the Jewish state. 

“But we will have to wan 
to see if the public and secret 
decisions taken in Alexandria 
will dissuade Gulf countries 
trom their rapprochement 
w *th us in the coming 
we fH’ added. 

A Saudi official said after 
the summit that Riyadh had 
agreed to help slow the pace 
of Arab normalisation with 
Israel, as long as there was no 
progress in Syria's peace ralks 
with the Jewish state. 

Talks between Israel and 
:>yna have made no taneible 
progress since they were 
launched at the Madnd peace 
conference in October 1991 
They are deadlocked ov er the 
scope and timetable of an 
Israeli withdrawal from the 
. Golan Heights. 

_ In. their summit statement 
President Mubarak. Presi- 
dent Assad and King Fahd 
also called on Iraq 
mem U.N. resolutions for 

'te people a nd Arab 

In a statement gj ve n to 
reporters at the end of the 
summit, the three lead^ 

pcDci in jse rsgi,... 

exerted sincere efforts to ’re- 
move obstacles in the ^yof 

the^jnnciple of land for 


"In this regard, the leaden 
highly appreciate Syria's 
position «k) iu serious 
efforts to main- the peace 
process a MWcesa. They f fead- 
cfsj stressed thei r firm sup- 
port for Syria'? fust de- 
rmnds." 

. The support comes at a 
nme when diplomats sav 
-/ria Fears it is becoming 
increasingly isolated as .Arabs 
nreak ranks to either sign 
separate peace deals or forge 
ties with Israel. 



not do so as long as it faced a 
itial nucicar threat from 
■ enemies such as Syria, 
t^and Iraq. 

heads of state called 
to fully comply with 
resolutions in order to 
ate its people’s suffering 
to boost security fa the 
Arab World. 

“The three leaders called 
on Traq to complete the step 
it took by recognising the 
independence of Kuwait and 



Syria . which has demanded borders by fully complying 
s faBIaaefi withdrawal from . aH Security Council re- 


the Golan, ended its latest 
round of peace talks last 
week saving no progress had 
been achieved. 

Damascus has spoken out 
against the peace agreements 
Jordan and the Palestinians 
struck with Israel. 

. Il _, ha * abo publicly criti- 
cised a decision earlier this 
year by the six-member Gulf 
Cooperation Council — of 
which Saudi Arabia is the 
most powerful member — to 
uft a 46-year-oW economic 
Doycott on firms that deal 
with Israel. 

Mr. Assad and King Fahd 
arrived un expected! v fa Alex- 

Km? ° n u Wednesday and 

held lengthy discussions with 

il uba e rak °? w «to«day 
and a bnef meeting on Thqrs- 

^SL e J eadc re “rged the 
world community to work to 
remove obstacles that they 
saul k ra el placed in the path 
01 tee peace process and 
demands for 


sofaticrus in this regard. 

“This would help end the 
suffering of the brotherly Ira- 
qi peo ple and create the 
appropriate atmosphere for 
boosing security and stability 
in the Arab World.” they 
said. 


the 

stressed their, demands 
regional arms. control. 

, *‘ In ^ the three 

renwf- their requests 
ftLyke settingup of a regfoo 
free of weapons of mass des- 
truction in t» Middle East 
particularly nuclear 

w &apons.” they iud, 

r *2R '«»* » 

th e firs Arab state to 
^ Israel, has 
-* r abs to sign an 
exicns’onof £ nuclear Non- 

Trcat >- — 

lieved 

weapons, l&Sgn lhTt^ 

but Israel bfc said « wSS 


The three leaders express- 
ed their resolve to strengthen 
the 22-natkm Arab League 
&ftd its institutions 10 main- 
t ain i ts position as the 
“mother Arab organisation 
in which Arabs work to fulfill 
their aims.” 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa told reporters Fri- 
day that ’the summit was a 
big step in crystallising a joint 
Arab position, the results of 
wfaidi .will become known 
during the next stage.” 

He said it would lead to 
"reactivating the Arab 
League-* 

One official dose to the 
meeting said Thursday that 
the season could be (he first 
step towards a summit of all 
Arab leaders. It would be tire 
first such meeting since fixe 
Guff wa& 

Meanwhile, on Iraqi diplo- 
mat, who insisted 00 anony- 
mity. s*M_ “we are dis- 
appointed whh the communi- 
que" bccafae "« repeats the 
same U.N* Security Council 
position.” 

Kuwait Friday wel- 

comed the summit statement. 

Abdul Asfe Al Dakfa’I, 
planning and minis* 

ter of state ffa£C&bioct affairs, 
said in a ^fatement that 
Kuwait wdc&ned ihe calls 


made by ifcSibrce leaders. 


approved by the previous 
hardtine Likud government. 

Yasser Arafat's Palestinian 
authority says the construc- 
tion threatens Israd-FLO 
peace talks- 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin has asked (he attorney 
general to examine legal ways 
to stop the btuldtog, hut 
wfak ihe cumulation a eon- 
ducted construction con- 
tinues. 

Israeli peace activists 
vowd to rally at the ute on 
Friday despite an army order 
nudawfag demonstrations. 

Protesters, 
troops 
clash 

iCaadjHMd tnm page 1) 


Troops pushed back the 
prote»t«m. u> mne 
dubb ing them They arrested 
more than a dcurn and im- 
posed a curfew on Al Khad- 
cr. 

Dr. Tib i said troops pro- 
voked the demonstrator* 

’’I am sorry to sav maybe 
there were in*xmctw» to" do 
so. Soldiers invaded 200 
metres inside the demonstra- 
tion and started to hit people, 
and this is the reason why the 
situation exploded,” he" told 
reporters. 

“The army has behaved in 
a bad manner, by using force 
against the people who came 
to express their stand,” said 
Israeli legislator Talab Al 
Sana, who was also jostled bv 
troops as he stood linked 
ann-m-ann with Dr. Tibi. 

Before the clashes, Mr. 
Arafat addressed the crowd 
by phone through a louds- 
peaker from his Gaza head- 
quartets. 

"My brothers, I appeal to 
you to continue on this stand 
in defence of this land for the 
sake of justice. Tor the sake of 
peace,” he said. 

_Mr. Rabin trounced ex- 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Sha- 
mir's Likud fa a 1992 election 
after pledging to stop most 
government funding for Jew- 
ish settlements, which 
Palestinians view as a pro- 
vocation. 

The hilltop has become a 
focal point for demonstra- 
tions against Jewish settle- 
ment fa the West Bank, 
where more fhar 130.000 set- 
tlers live among 1.2 minion 
Palestinians. 

Palestinians are especial Iv 
concerned Israel will form a 
ring of Jewish settlements 
around Jerusalem, the Arab 
half of which they see as the 
capita] of a future state. 

Palestinian Authority 
Secretary-General Tayefe 
Abdul Rahim told Reuters: 

"If Israel believes it can do 
whatever it wants without an 
Arab, an Islamic or an inter- 
national reaction, it is dream- 
ing." 

The Palestinians are facing 
a “long and tough battle" 
over Jewish settlements in 
the occupied West Bank. Mr. 
Arafat warned Friday. 

“I have just heard new$ 
that Israeli soldiers attacked 
the demonstration at El 
Khadcr village,” he said in a 
speech at Al Azbar Universi- 
ty- 

“We are m a long, danger- 
ous and tough battle. TTiev 
(Israel) are trying to create 
new realities before the 
Palestinian authority moves 
to the West Bank,” said Mr 
Arafat 

‘However they trv to jus- 
ttfy it, it is a dear violation of 
the peace agreement and wc 
cannot accept it,” 


Tapie in trouble 
for hitting a 
policeman 

POINTE* A* PITRE !’ 

— Embattled Frcnci 
and politician He nut?-' ? 
is in hot water ag.«.-r. — 
time tor allegedly h-.:: ' *' 
policeman, a reliable ' ■i-"' 
on this French ( aribbe.: : ’ 
bad said. The police 
detective, allege v Mr '■ 
hit him while he *3$ 
out Mr. Tapc'i house • • '-he 
French section ot the 
Dutch Caribbean isi.-. id “• 
Saint* Martin, and has '*f t;; - 
legal proceedings agam: Mi 
Tapie. “Tapir pr.'b. !?•.'* 
thought he was a para: 

* source told AFP Mr 
Tapie, a EunvMP, w.;. .!? 
dared bankrupt bv P.i:** 
coon on Dee. 14, a dcusw: 
which bars him from j-ubh* 
office for five Yeti'- 
wrecks htx dream of 
tor election as mavi .•? 
Marseille. He is appi-alnsy 
the decision 


Tve won the 
lottery, but don't 
tell anyone 1 

LONDON (R) — B nram’s 
blest lottery winner claimed 
hd £7.H million ($12 miili»*n* 
jackpot, but insisted y*?i re- 
maining anonymous, torten 
organisers said Four winners 
of smaller prices of 

also told Io:;rtv 
organise rs C'amdot to i.rej» 
their names secret. BjiYfifui- 
ness among winners or :hr 
new National lottery , which 
began only six weeks jgo. 
follows a media frenzy caused 
when the iargcM prize so lar 
H7.8 million mil- 

lion) — was announced three 
**eks ago and the winner 
demanded am»n\nuf>. New* 
paper reporter* bereiged the 
home of a Al-ycar-uld Indian 
immigrant after pinp»»inting 
fam as the luckv winner. Ihe 
newspapers then rough: a 
court batTle with Came lot, 
which a obliged to respect 
fajucste for anonymity, ovei 
Whether they could prim hn 
name- The newspapers won. 
but most decided to respect 
his demand not to be named. 
Bat the company, a profit- 
making consortium which 
gives a share of the lottery 
takings to charity, was ac- 
cused by members of parlia- 
ment of leading the media to 
the jackpot winner. Since 
then, all winners have de- 
manded anonymity. Lottene% 
in other countries such 


. - is 

Spain and the United States 
Offer much higher payouts, 
but controversy rumbles on 
in Britain over the size of the 
top prizes. Even the 
Archbishop of Canterbury 
George Carey, spiritual lead- 
er of millions of Anglicans 
worldwide, joined the frav. 
saying that the jackpots 
should be smaller. 

French algae 
to help Japanese 
slim down 

BREST. France (AFP) — A 
Japuncsc importer has 
irdered I7.1KJ0 cans of alcae 
infusions made bv Brest- 
based firm Occaly*; for sale 
St j j?*- 1 ? beauty institutes 
™ d ‘f. r shops. Occalvs 
said Wednesday. “The im- 
porter asked me to create a 
hnc of seven algae-hased in- , 
fasions. each with its own 
charattensrics". cosnie- 
tologist and Occalyx manager 
Fabienne Bre^fa. She used 

al ? Wh ‘ ch 'he 
combined with extracts of 
fruit*, spices and other 
plants, bhc said the seven 

effeets and help the takers 
Si” f 0 *? 11 PWtooriiie tndi- 

war mpany in Ju "c last 


Drinkmaker’s ad 
too much for 
Coca-Cola to bear 

BOSTON t K) -.Th„ . » 

nmitional jain, f ^‘ mm 
junaion fa n v ’ J ■ ,n - 

against Polar Vl ' utt 

drinks maker ^ a 


has used a ntiUr k >■ 

Ofwn a, 


of «" f “ r 

ft. ol3 - » 

toiniaied rH,i ar , 

carlv lous^ 8 «n.v 



